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CYCLE OF LIFE: On an expanse of a highway in Baras, Rizal, consider a microcosm of sustainable development: Cyclists, trees and the ricefields breathe life into each other. The greeneries produce oxygen for the 


cyclists who in turn breathe out carbon dioxide which plants need to grow to nourish life and living. EUGENEARANETA 


‘Sec, may 200 ka dito’ 


Neri says Abalos 3 4 Solons cross 
offered him P200M Ж st party lines; 
By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. and Dona Pazzibugan á E Е Е impeach rap 


DROPPING A BOMBSHELL THAT HAD BEEN \ 
ticking days before his Senate testimony, Romulo £ З. “+ Ж > К - VS Abalos on 
Neri named his briber and gave a figure. But upon " BAe 


“instruction” from Malacafiang, he kept the rest 2 " т Е By Beverly T. Natividad, Norman 
to himself. э Bordadora and Christian V. Esguerra 


While they were riding on a E: E А MOVE TO IMPEACH COMMISSION 


tions Chair Benjamin Abalos Sr. takes off today. 
Classical music, pors that the $329-million con- yesterday he will file the impeachment 
11 this morning. 
was tainted with attempts to 
the approval of the project. i (ri; жаз shocked because first, I'm not used to being bribe former Socioeconomic Planning 
deeply religious, a certified Neri quoted Abalos as telling him UN А 
Administration 
lifestyle. “I was shocked because I am 
nomic Development Authority, ^ Neri was the socioeconomic 
sandwich and fresh green salad and Development Authority (Ne- work deal by invoking “executive privilege.” 
room served by the Palace ^ The project sought to build a tuted a point of intrigue for the senators and him to invoke the privilege under Ms Arroyo's Senate inquiry into the National Broad- 
born in Tagbilaran, Bohol, ment units nationwide. spite the bribe allegedly offered to him? Neri who had chosen to invoke executive priv- confrontation between "mafiosis" fight- 
CERTIFIED/ A18 ЅЕС/АІВ evaded questions about Ms Arroyo's decision WHAT МЕКИ A9 ADMINISTRATION/ A19 
troops on Wednesday fired holiest site and a key rallying Ё ї 
ma (Myanmar), as the military have spread across the South- 
demonstrations in 20 years. monk, was shot dead, a hospital 


Certified nerd golf cart, Commission on Elec- à on Elections Chair Benjamin Abalos 
and geek loves offered him P200 million, Neri 8 г F Пойо Vice Gov. Rolex Suplico, a fc 
yesterday said, confirming re- b СА ИЕР É mer lawmaker, told a Senate inquiry 
tract for the National Broad- Ё # a] case at the House of Representatives at 
speaks Chinese ^ band newwork (NBN) projet {42 » ч A 
з 5 Suplico announced his move follow- 
By Juliet Labog-Javellana bribe certain people to facilitate ing allegations that Abalos had tried to 
HE SPEAKS FLUENT CHINESE “Sec, may two hundred ka dito offered ... Second, “medyo malaki” (it's quite big). Abalos: | can't recall. What would be my reason SONS AU 
and loves classical music. He is (Secretary you have 200 here)" to offer a bribe? town sacas 
nerd and by most accounts ап during the third Senate hearing . 
nest, true-blue technocrat оп the controversial deal award- t N t . 
зз occ What Neri could not зау asas cancun 
Romulo Neri, erstwhile direc- not used to being offered and it # : DES : 
cepe eder invokes executive privilege on JDVIII, Neri 
even brought his own brown planning secretary and director By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
bag containing hamburger generaloftheNationalEconomic Ву Dona Z. Pazzibugan оп the $329-million National Broadband Net- апа Fe Zamora 
to the weekly Cabinet meetings da) when the NBN project was WHAT ROMULO NERI DID NOT, OR COULD Eventually Neri said it was Executive Sec- ADMINISTRATION SENATORS CLOSED 
at Malacafiang’s state dining approved early this year. not, say at yesterday's Senate hearing consti- retary Eduardo Ermita who had instructed ranks and tried to denigrate yesterdays's 
kitchen staff. broadband network linking guests: Why did President Macapagal-Arroyo Executive Order No. 464. band Network (NBN) controversy as a 
The 57-year-old bachelor state agencies and local govern- continue to favor ZTE Corp.'s proposal de- But later in Malacafiang, Ermita said it was теге spectacle of conflicting claims and a 
proudly told reporters how he Neri, now chair of the Com- Тһе former director general of the National ilege. ing for their share of kickbacks. 
had been sending hisnephewsto mission on Higher Education Economic and Development Authority (Neda) Asked by Sen. Pia Cayetano whether the But as far as civil society and the 
- H . 
Man who 4 killed, 5 hurt as Burma junta fires on protesters 
‘th d' n —Q 
threatene RANGOON—GOVERNMENT ^ ShwedagonPagoda,Myanmars fT m ememeraesecamntng 
^ Z 
Neri over shots over the heads of large point for the clergy leading the 
crowds in the main city of Bur- nine days of protests which 
port deal junta intensified its crackdown east Asian nation. 
i f was not 
Deep-voiced men © te biggest prodemocracy A fourth man, who was nota 
By бї C. Cabacungan Jr. i Four persons, including three source said. 
have more kids, monks; were killed and five Some witnesses estimated 


WITH HIS FIERCE ADVOCACY | says were wounded by bullets in 100,000 people took to the 
for the liberalization of Manila's US study Rangoon (Yangon), a hospital streets on Wednesday despite 
lucrative but monopolistic port | WASHINGTON—MEN source said as decades of pent- fears of a repeat of the ruthless 
services, Romulo Neri has al- | with deep voices have up frustration at 45 years of un- suppression of Burma's last ma- 
legedly earned the ire of En- | more children, probably broken military rule in the for- jor uprising, in 1988, when sol- 
rique Razon, chair and presi- | because they attractmore mer Burma produced the diers opened fire, killing an esti 
dent of international Container | mates, the lead authorof largest crowds yet during a mated 3,000 people. 
Terminal Services Inc. (ICTS). | whatissaid хоће фе first) month of protests ‘The protests, which began a 
Neri named the powerful | study to examine the rela- ‘Two of the monks were beat- month ago after the junta 
businessman as the one who | tionship between voice еп to death while another was jacked up fuel prices, have be- 
threatened him against allow- and number of offspring shot when he tried to wrestle a come a mass movement against 
ing a rival to get into Manila's | said Tuesday. gunawayfromasoldierand the military repression and eco- 
port business. "We found a relation- weapon discharged, two senior nomic hardship. (See related HOME OF PEOPLE POWER: In the birthplace of people mi 
Neri told yesterday's Senate ship between men's voice Myanmar officials told AFP stories in The World, Page oftheFree Burma Coalition rally at the Burmese Embassy in Makati in 
hearing that he had come “face РЕЕРМОСЕРГАІО | ^ They said the monks were А24.) solidarity with the protesters in that country who are now on their 10th 
MAN WHOJA9 —  ————— killed near  Үарропз 4KILLED/AIO day of demonstrating their defiance to the ruling military junta. печганом 
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WEATHER FORECAST 

FORECAST Central an Southern Luzon, te whole Visayas and Min- 
anao wil experience most cloudy shes with scaled rainshow- 
из andi thunderstorms. The rest of ha county wil te party cloudy 
lo cloudy wih isolated rainshouers or thunderstorms mosty in the 
afternoon or evening. 
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Erap asks court to reconsider 


Motion seeks to reverse plunder conviction 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


CONVICTED FORMER PRESI- 
dent Joseph Estrada filed yester- 
day a motion at the Sandigan- 
bayan to overturn his conviction 
for plunder. 


The motion, filed by Estrada's lawyers, 
said his conviction should be overturned on 
the grounds that he was denied his consti- 
tutional rights when he was sentenced to 
imprisonment on Sept. 12. 

Malacafiang immediately welcomed Estrada's 
decision to seek a reconsideration of the antigraft 
courts verdict convicting him of plunder 

Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita said 
Estrada was just availing of judicial relief. 

"Let's wait for a legal case as it develops 
now that he files a motion for reconsidera- 
tion," said Ermita. 

The 70-year-old Estrada, who was found 
guilty of illegally amassing a personal fortune 
amounting to several millions of pesos through 
insider trading of stocks and payofis from 
jueteng operators, has claimed innocence 


A summary of Wednesdays motion said 
Estrada had not been informed of the nature of 
the charges against him and had been deprived 
of his right to confront witnesses. 

“The accused was denied the constitu- 
tional presumption of innocence as the 
court convicted him on the basis of surmis- 
es, inferences and speculative evidence,” 
Estrada's lawyers said. 

Court spokesperson Renato Bocar said they 
would immediately examine the motion. 

Estrada's lawyers Jose Flaminiano and 
‘Anna Liza Logan filed the motion at 2 p.m. 
yesterday. They were accompanied by Ca- 
gayan de Oro Rep. Rufus Rodriguez, acting 
spokesperson of the former president. 

"Only those who love themselves more than. 
they love the truth will not be minded to 
change their opinion. But we believe that the 
Justices love the truth that is why we dared to 
file this motion in the hope that they will study 
our motion and ultimately reverse its judg- 
ment," Flaminiano told reporters yesterday. 

The 62-page motion for reconsideration 
came a day after Estrada postponed action on 
the proposed pardon being offered by Mala- 


cafiang and 24 hours before his conviction 


4-TADANO 50 TONS ROUGH TERRAIN CRANES 


151: EXCAVATORS] 


28 - BULLDOZERS 


would have become final and executory. 

Estrada has said he will accept a pardon 
from his successor, President Macapagal- 
Arroyo, but only if it is unconditional. 

Ermita, however, clarified that President 
Arroyo was not yet offering Estrada a par- 
don, and that Interior Secretary Ronaldo 
Puno was merely testing the waters. 

“What Puno is doing is try to explore, 
"but he has no instruction to offer (a par- 
don to Estrada) ... just to find out how does 
he feel about it," Ermita said. 

"The Palace is not convincing former 
President Estrada to accept a pardon," said 
Ermita, noting that the "grant of pardon is 
premised on the finality of the decision.” 

Estrada was convicted on two illegal acts 
that constituted the plunder charge slapped 
against him—his systematic collection of P545 
million in jueteng рауой and his receipt of a 
P189-million commission from the purchase of 
Belle Corp. shares using state pension funds. 

The court, however, did not find Estrada li- 
able for his alleged kickbacks of P130 million 
from the tobacco excise tax and P3.2 billion in. 
deposits in the ‘Jose Velarde” account. With re- 
ports from Michael Lim Ubac and AFP 
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RP falls 


in world 


corruption index 


By Doris С. Dumlao 


‘THE PHILIPPINES HAS FAILED 
to make significant strides in 
curbing corruption in the past 
year, placing its ranking at a low 
131st out of 180 countries as- 
sessed in terms of good gover- 
nance, according to the latest 
corruption perceptions report of 
the Berlin-based Transparency 
Intemational. 

The country’s ranking 
dropped by 10 notches in the 
2007 corruption perception 
index (CPI) of Transparency 
International, against its 
121st place the previous year, 
although its overall score of 
2.5 stood unchanged. 

The anticorruption watch- 
dogs report is compiled from 
surveys of perceptions of public 
sector corruption in 180 coun- 
tries and tertitories—the widest 
coverage of any comuption in- 
dex to date—and is a composite 
index that draws on 14 expert 
opinion surveys. 

The CPI scores countries 
оп а scale of zero to 10, with 
zero indicating high levels of 
perceived corruption and 10 
indicating low levels of per- 
ceived corruption. 

The Philippines shared the 
131st slot with five other coun- 
tries which obtained a similar 
score—Yemen, Burundi, Iran, 
Honduras and Libya. 

‘Compared to other Southeast 
Asian economies, the Philip- 
pines scored much lower than 
Thailand's 33 and Malaysia's 
52, а notch lower than Viet- 
mams 26 and a notch higher 
than Indonesia's 2.3. 

The report said a strong cor- 


relation between corruption 
and poverty continued to be evi- 
dent, as 40 percent of those 
scoring below 3—which indi- 
Cates that corruption is per- 
ceived as rampant—are classi- 
fied by the World Bank as low- 
income counties. 

Somalia and Burma scored 
lowest at 1.4, while Denmark 
shared the top score of 9.4 
with perennial high-fyers 
Finland and New Zealand. 

The Philippines is classi- 
fied by the World Bank as a 
middle-income country. 

“Despite some gains, cor- 
ruption remains an enormous 
drain on resources sorely 
needed for education, health 
and infrastructure,” said 
Huguette Labelle, chair of 
‘Transparency International. 

“Low-scoring countries need 
to take these results seriously 
and act now to strengthen ac- 
countability in public institu- 
tions. But action from top-scor- 
ing countries is just as impor- 
tant, particularly in cracking 
down on corrupt activity in the 
private sector," Labelle said. 

The world’s top scorers 
New Zealand, Denmark and 
Finland were followed by 
Singapore and Sweden, both 
of which scored 9.3. 

But Transparency Interna- 
tional said the CPI's top scor- 
ers were implicated in poor- 
country corruption as multi- 
national companies and fi- 
nancial institutions based in 
rich countries that use 
bribery and tolerate illicitly 
gained wealth are helping fu- 
el corruption in the world's 
poorest countries. 
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Senate 


to defend 


DIEM т WHERE THERE WAS SILENCE 
probe to SC m ; 


THE SENATE WILL 
have to defend before 
the Supreme Court 
its decision to hold 
investigative hea- 
rings on the “Hello 
Gad" ^ controversy 
involving the alleged 
wiretapped conversa 
tions between Pres 
dent Macapagal- 
royo and an election 
official. 

‘The high court has 
scheduled oral argu- 
ments next week on. 
the petition fled by 
two retired Court of 
Appeals justices to 
stop the Senate hear- 
ings for being viola- 
tive of the Constitu- 
tion and the Anti- 
Wiretapping Law. 

‘The or argu- 
ments have been 
Scheduled for Oct. 2, 
atlpm. 

The retired appel- 
late cout justices, 
Santiago Ranada 
and Oswaldo Ag- 
саой, asked the high 
court to stop the Sen- 
ate investigations on 
the "Hello Garci" 
controversy, saying 
the issue would di- 
vide the country. 

They sought a tem- 
porary restraining ог. 
der, and later, а per- 
manent injunction 
against the hearings. 

Ranada and Ag- 
caoili said the Anti- 
Wiretapping Law pro- 
hibits the mere pos- 
session and use of 
Wiretapped materials, 
as well as any discus- 
sion oftheir conten 

They also invoked 
the constitutional =“ 
provision — а j { ITSTOUGHTO BEA HEARING-IMPAIRED CHILD. 
нуны only 3 Ala Profound hearing loss can seriously affect speech and language develop- 
pestes } ment;a normal life becomes quite a challenge \ 


the rights of persons E — 3 р È The internationally-recognized UST Hospitahearing & Dizziness Center 
appearing or affected TAG "m may have the answer for those who have severe to profound hearing loss that 
by such investigations à " уг | are beyond help from hearing aids: a cochlear implant. 


should be respected. With close to 120,000 procedures done worldwide, a cochlear implant can 
They said the Sen- 


п give a profoundly deaf person something a normal person takes for granted: 
wanien у тү hearing and ultimately, speech. 

quiry. The rules of | The UST Hospital has the country's most experienced cochlear implant 
procedure on such team, having performed the most procedures with a great degree of success. 


inquiries in aid of р E. Consult your doctor today. 

legislation have to be 

published first to en- ш ; 

ure that the rights of еа cease The UST Hospital 
persons appearing in | йн Н Hearing & Dizziness Center at Tel. Nos. 731-3001 Total Quality Patient Care 
them are respected, [ү j| locals 2369 or 749-9742 or 0922-8788129 or 


theysaid. Leila B. Visit www.usthospital.com.ph Philhealth Accredited 
Salaverria 
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US businessmen still bullish on RP, says envoy 


By Alcuin Papa. 


UNITED STATES BUSINESS- 
men are still bullish on the 
Philippines despite the contro- 
versy surrounding the national 
broadband deal involving Chi- 
na, US Ambassador Kristie Ken- 
ney said yesterday. 

In a talk with reporters, Ken- 
ney said the Philippines is stil a 


p d 
OPLAN ALAGA' IN 'CEBU 1 

On September 8, the Philippine Daily Inquirer with аа 
Conducted iis fist Newsboy Medical Mission In Provincial Сор! 
from Cebu Doctor College, Ms. 

who offered free services, this mis 
were served. 


good place to do business for US 
‘companies. 

"It's a great place to do busi- 
ness because the quality of em- 
ployees you get in the Philip- 
pines is second to none. Fil- 
ipinos are energetic and dedi- 
cated. And so most of our com- 
panies are very happy here,” 
Kenney said. 

She also said that US busi- 


т 
1 


d 


messes are "very enthusiastic" 
about coming to the Philip- 
pines. In fact, Kenney said she 
was flying to Cebu to hold а 
«showcase for American compa- 
nies looking forlocal partners. zens. said. 
“The project we're launching 
next week in Cebu is American 
companies are here looking for 
Philippine partners to do busi- 
ness in the country. That's pret- 


| of Cebu Ci 
Ybanez, Cebu newspaper dealer and Cet 
п was successfully launched and over 160 newsboys and their families 


ty exciting for me," she said. 
Also, Kenney said Americans 
still feel safer in the Philippines 
despite other countries issuing 
travel advisories for their citi- 


in che world today 


"Americans feel increasingly 
safer here in the Philippines, the 
[Philippine National Police] has 
done a wonderful job of looking 
after the really many difficult is- 


yesterday to sign a 


sues that face every police force 


trafficking, trafficking of per- 
sons, terrorism, all the way on 
down to road safety,” Kenney Santos City. The facilities will 


dum of agreement for US assis- 
tance to renovate PNP training 
facilities around the country. 


Initially, Kenney said the US 

provide approximately 
P11.2 million to renovate PNP 
training facilities in General 


[like] drug wi 


be used to train PNP operatives 


Kenney was at Camp Crame іп antinarcotics operations. 


memoran- The facilities include sleeping 
quarters, dining rooms, class- 
rooms, shooting and tactical 
ranges. 


Dismissed officers behind 
fresh coup plot — Esperon 


By Nikko Dizon 


MILITARY CHIEF GEN. HERMOGENES ES- 
peron Jr. yesterday accused dismissed mili- 
tary officers of being behind the ongoing re- 
cruitment of soldiers for a fresh plot to top- 
ple the government. 

Esperon said the officers were closely 
identified with the group of Marines and 
Scout Rangers officers currently detained 
in military camps for allegedly leading the 
aborted February 2006 coup plot. 

“The reported recruiters, who are by the 
way dismissed officers, are very much con- 


Se eS ponian | nected to the group that would have 
. With the help of doctors 
Dally News employees 2006. 


launched the adventurism in February 
- There are attempts from that 
group," Esperon told reporters. 


Esperon was apparently alluding to the 
group of former Marine commandant, Ma- 
jer Gen. Renato Miranda, his classmate at 
the Philippine Military Academy (PMA), 
former Scout Ranger chief, Brig. Gen. 
Danilo Lim, and Marine Col. Ariel Queru- 
bin. 

Lim and Querubin had supposedly 
planned to withdraw support from Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo on Feb. 24. Miran- 
da allegedly knew of the plan. 

Querubin and other Marine officials 
protested Miranda's sudden relief as Ma- 
rine commandant on Feb. 26, leading to a 
standoff at the Marine headquarters in Fort 
Bonifacio. 

The three are now facing court-martial 
proceedings. 
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PID Secretariat: 


Penthouse Filomena Building 104 Amorsolo Street, 
Legaspi Village, Makati City, Philippines 
À — Telefax: (0632) 867-1403 -(0632) 867-1404 
E-Mail: рйа@ pild.com.ph Website: www.piid.com.ph 
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a Paradigm y Sense x Style 


3rd anniversary 


"Keynote Speaker: Hon. Miguel Zubiri” 


Senator. 
DATE: September 27, 2007 ; Thursday 
TIME: 5:00 p.m. registration 
PLACE: Manila A & B, Shangri-la Hotel Makati 
Gentlemen: Strictly formal 
Ladies: Ultra-glamourous attire 
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BE SMART! Let your money work for you. 


MULMIPLE BUSINESSES MERE MULTIPLE PR 


The Heal Savers Smart Community 
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INTRODUGING: x Internet Café 


з Сай center operation with ready clients 
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House body ends hearings on cheap medicine 


by Christian V. Esguerra 


‘THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON TRADE HAS 
concluded its two-week public hearings on 
strategies to be adopted to bring down the 
price of medicines in the Philippines, said 
to be the second highest in Asia. 

The House is said to be fast-tracking the. 
"Cheaper Medicines Act," a priority admin- 
istration legislation to meet a promise of 
Speaker Jose de Venecia to pass the mea- 
sure by the end of the year. 

“This is one way of neutralizing the ef- 
fects of the NBN (the national broadband 
network scandal],” said Rep. Arthur Ping- 
goy, chair of the committee on health and 
author of one of 23 bills for cheaper 
medicines. 


Contentious issues 

“It’s also a way of improving the image of 
the lower House since it has no output so 
far," Pinggoy said 

The job of consolidating the 23 bills into 
a compromise measure lies in the hands of 
the technical working group under the su- 
pervision of Rizal Rep. Michael John Du- 
avit 

Pinggoy said the group is set tò complete 
its work by Sunday and submit the proposal 
to the trade committee on Monday. 

Iloilo Rep. Ferjenel Biron said the two 
most contentious issues were the pro- 
posed amendment to the Intellectual 
Property Code, and the establishment of 
a drug price regulation regime. These 
same issues helped kill a cheaper 
medicines bill introduced in the previous 
Congress. 

The first strategy would allow the paral- 
lel importation = being sold at much 


lower prices outside the Philippines. The 
second one proposes a ceiling on the prices 
of medicines sold in the country. 

The idea of parallel importation was the 
version authored by Sen. Manuel Roxas III 
and subsequently passed by the Senate in 
the 13th Congress. 


Key feature 

Drug price regulation is a key feature in 
Biron's House Bill No. 1, a proposal which 
faced vehement objections from several 
congressmen supportive of the Roxas bill. 

Pinggoy said the argument against drug 
price regulation, claiming it would go 
against the current of globalization and lib- 
eralization. 

Biron yesterday said amending the 
Patents Law would have no effect on the 
prices of medicines. He said it would cover 
only patented drugs, which comprise less 
than 10 percent of the market. 

As a compromise, he said he has agreed 
to limit the implementation of drug price 
regulation to two years. He also proposed 
that the measure be revisited before the 
end of the 14th Congress in 2010. 

Biron also suggested that this measure be 
"formulation or therapeutic selective," 
meaning it would cover only specific drugs 
for chronic illnesses. Among these were 
maintenance drugs for cardiovascular and 
pulmonary diseases. 

“If they'll pass only the amendments to 
the Patents Law, people will only get frus- 
trated because it will never lower the prices 
of medicines," he said. 

“But if this is the case, we might as well 
not pass a cheaper medicines bill. We don't. 
want a watered-down version. Let's not 
give our people false hopes," he said. 


JDV-No breach of ethics 
in case of son's business 


By Norman Bordadora 


SPEAKER JOSE DE VENECIA, FACING AN 
ethics case in the House, said yesterday his 
son had no stake in Multi-Media Telephony, 
Inc., when Congress gave the company а 
franchise for radio paging in 1995. 

De Venecia issued a statement in res: 
ponse to a complaint filed with the ethics 
committee earlier this week by Lawyer 
Ruel Pulido citing a possible conflict of 
interest when Congress granted De Ve- 
nencia's son a telecommunications fran- 
chise during his incumbency as Speaker 
of the House. 


Notashareholder 

“At the time the franchise was ap- 
proved, he was not a shareholder or offi- 
cer at all, nor did he have any interest in 
the company. Only much later was he em- 
ployed as Chief Operating Officer by 
Multi-Media Telephony Inc.,” De Venecia 
said. 

His statement, however, did not address 
Pulido's allegation that in 1997, when De 
Venecia was also still Speaker, Congress ex- 
tended MTTs franchise to include broad- 
band services. 

Camarines Sur Rep. Luis Villafuerte, 


whose Kampi party had challenged but 
lost the speakership to De Venecia at the 
start of the 14th Congress, had said in a 
privilege speech on Tuesday таг the 
ethics case may lead to De Venecia's 
ouster as leader of the House. 


"Independent of his father" 

De Venecia's son caused a stir when he 
told a Senate inquiry that he had been of- 
fered a bribe to withdraw his company's 
bid for a China-funded national broad- 
band deal, and that the husband of the 
President had personally told him to 
“back off.” 

De Venecia said that the 1987 Constitu- 
tion and pertinent laws on conflict of inter- 
est cover only personal interests of legisla- 
tors, their wives, and emancipated chil- 
dren. It excludes the interests of other rela- 
tives such as brothers, sisters, parents and a 
child of age. 

"Very clearly, Jose de Venecia III is of 
age and independent of his father,” the 
statement said, concluding that his 
son's participation in corporations hold- 
ing legislative franchises could not be 
considered a violation of the Constitu- 
tion and the provision of the Anti-Graft 
Law" 
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pied the attention of genera- 
"tions of scientists but is just now 
arising in public consciousness. 


© Inthe last 30 years, world's average tem- 

perature has risen dramatically. Mercury is 
rising and Mother Earth is feverish. Th 
‘number one culprit is greenhouse gas emis- 
sions from the burning of fossil fuels to 
feed our industries and run our motor vehi. 
cles. 

This rise in world’s temperature is caus 
ing dramatic climate change. The rise 
the world’s sea level, abnormal weath 
patterns, strong typhoons, tornadoes, el n 
fio and la пїйа phenomena, heavy rains 
which cause flooding in many parts of the 

“world, and loss of biodiversity are just 
some of the effects of climate change. 

Rapid global warming and climate 
change are issues that affect our country 
being an archipelago in the biggest ocean 
of our earth - an ocean considered as the 
main driver of the world's climate systems. 

‘The early warning signs are: heat waves 
and period of unusually warm weather; 

“ocean warming, sea-level rise and coastal 
Hlooding; glaciers melting; and Arctic and 
Antarctic warming. The harbingers ar 
‘spreading disease; early spring arrival; 
plant and animal range shifts and popula- 
tion changes; corral reef bleaching; intense 

jdownpours, heavy snowfalls and heavy 
flooding; droughts and fires. 

X Early warning signs are measurable 

"vents but are not so easily perceived as 

"Signs while harbingers manifest the chain 
of events over time and say definitively 
that what is being warned has come about. 

They are vital signs and symptoms — of a 
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Mercury is RISING 
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very sick earth - that scientists record and 
for which governments spend billions of 
dollars to diagnose, and of late, to heal. Let 
me repeat, Mother Earth is sick. 

Long ago, anyone of us could have said 
“what of an ice cap melting that’s so far 

Besides, the earth underwent cata- 
clysmic climatic changes and it has 
bounced back and managed to host new 
species, When drastic climate change 
wiped out the dinosaurs, mammals and 
man flourished. 

The debate rages on. One camp says 
global warming fits a normal pattern of the 
earth's climate since it was born and that 
we are merely in one of those cycles of cli 
matic changes. The other camp says the 
warming is coming in convulsions and man 
holds most of the blame, especially since 
the Industrial Revolution. 

What is it really? Climate change “refers 
to the variation in the earth's global climate 
or in regional climates over time. It de- 
scribes changes in the variability or average 
state of the atmosphere over time scales 
ranging from decades to millions of years. 
‘These changes can be caused by processes 
internal to the Earth, external forces such 
аз, variations in sunlight intensity or, more 
recently, human activities.” 

Climate scientists at Goddard Institute 
for Space Studies also corrected previously 
accepted conclusions that most global 

„warming occurred before 1940. It said: 
“Global warming is now 0.6°C in the past 
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three decades and 0.8°С in the past century. 
Itis no longer correct to say that ‘most glob- 
al warming occurred before 1940. More 
specifically, there was slow global warm- 
ing, with large fluctuations, over the centu- 
ry up to 1975 and subsequent rapid warm- 
ing of almost 0.2°C per decade.” 

It is ordinarily believed that melted ice 
will cool ocean water and just raise sea lev- 
els. It would. But a further life-threatening 
result of melting polar ice caps is that the 
extremely cold water sinks and pushes 
warmer air on the sea surface upwards. 
‘This in combination with altered ocean cur- 
rents greatly produce extreme weather sit- 
uations like stronger cyclones and heavy 
precipitation in altered patterns of type, 
frequency, density and coverage. 

‘Tornados that hit Nueva Ecija, Pampan- 
ga, Bulacan and the hale in Baguio are 
among them, The devastation of supercy- 
phoons that hit Bicol hard demolished 
houses, destroyed crops and infrastructure, 
are similarly effects of global warming. The 
excessive downpour which produced land- 
slides in Leyte and buried people and prop- 
erties is another. 

Heavy and persistent rainfall caused sim- 
ilar landslides in Compostela Valley and 
Bukidnon while on mainland Luzon , Albay 
cries out for water. Global warming causes 
а redistribution of rainfall: lots of it in one 
area and Jacking in another. 

How we produce and use power, farm, 
manufacture goods, consume our goods - 

and consume waste- 
fully -had caused the 
thickening of the lay- 
er of Green House 
Gases (GHG) in the 
atmosphere, оѓ 
which carbon diox- 
ide is the most preva- 
lent. 

Our country’s GHG 
>] emissions come from 

activities associated 

with energy - ac- 
counting for almost 

50 per cent of our 

GHG emissions, for 

power and fuel; agri- 

culture at 33 %, in- 
dustry at 11 % and 


+ 
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waste at 7%. 

The Green House Gases - Hy- 
drofluorocarbons, регӣшогосаг- 
bons, sulphur hexafluoride, carbon 
dioxide, methane, and nitrous ox- 
ide trap infrared waves that should 
have been radiated back into space. 
The GHG reabsorb these infrared 
waves, then re-emit these down- 
ward thereby causing lower tem- 
peratures to warm. 

We have not been good stewards, 
thus our sufferings. More than that, 
at greater risk are those who work 
the soil like farmers in the vegetable 
bow! in the Cordilleras to the farm- 
ers in rice bow! of central Luzon. 
Those who harvest resources from 
lakes, rivers and seas. Those who 
eke out a living as marginal fishers 
from the coastal areas, or even op- 
erators of the most luxurious beach 
resorts. Livestock growers in the 
piggeries lately struck by cholera. 

It is ironic that we, who control 
the resources to combat global 
warming are one of the last to 
know. More ironic, is that global 
warming impacts most negatively 
to people who are already poor. 


Farmers in La Union, Ilocos 
Norte, Ilocos Sur, Abra, Nueva Vis- 
caya, Quirino, Isabela, Apayao, 
Benguet, Mt. Province and Kalinga 
have experienced decreasing rice, 
сот and vegetable harvests and in- 
ability to plant new crops. In May, 
the dry spell affected the livelihood 
of about 30 percent of the Cebu 
City’s mountain residents and dam- 
aged agricultural crops. 

Fishponds in Isabela “dried up. 
At risk too were aquaculture in Bu- 
lacan, Cavite, Pangasinan, Пойо, 
Negros, Bohol, Cebu, Zamboanga, 
Surigao, South Cotabato, Davao 
and Sulu. 

‘Another effect of climate change 
is increase in the ranges of disease 
vectors. 

Doctors undertook a study that 
concentrated on seven landfall 
tropical cyclones and the relation to 
hospital admission of eight diseases 
(gastroenteritis, dengue fever, hep- 
atitis, influenza, measles, typhoid 
fever, bronchopneumonia, and 
tetanus) for the period 1984 to 
1988, They found that admissions 
on mosquito-borne diseases and 


water-borne diseases had increased 
due to global warming. 

As a result of the lack of rainfall 
during the second quarter "the en- 
ergy sector has increased the use of 
coal and oil to compensate for the 
limited load from hydroelectric 
plants. National Power Corp. said 
that 18.95 percent on the average 
of the generation mix from 2001 to 
2006 came from the hydro plants, 
peaking last year at 23 percent. The 
generation mix. is derived from 
coal, geothermal, hydro, natural 
gas and oil-based plants. With the 
decrease in the capacity of hydro- 
electric plants to produce power, 
the slack is now being taken up by 
coal, oil, natural gas and geother- 
mal energy-fed power plants." 

Hydroelectric plants of San Roque, 
Binga and Magat in Northern Luzon 
and Angat and Pantabangan in Cen- 
tral Luzon had low water levels." 

Because our alternative energy re- 
sources are not yet fully tapped, this 
development in the energy sector 
alone could set us back with so many 
tonsof carbon dioxide emissions, one 
of the largest greenhouse gases and 


the target of international treaties on 
climate change, the latest of which is 
the Kyoto Protocol. 

On October 22, 2003, the Philip- 
pine Senate ratified the Kyoto Pro- 
tocol. It legally binds 141 State Par- 
ties to reduce the global discharge 
of greenhouse gases and sets tar- 
gets and timetables for developed 
countries to reduce their collective 
GHG emissions by 5% of their 1990 
levels during the period 2008 - 
2012. Its worldwide entry into 
force was on 16 February 2005. 

It urged governments to improve 
energy efficiency, reform the energy 
and transportation sectors, pro- 
mote renewable energy, phase out 
inappropriate fiscal measures and 
market imperfections, limit 
methane emissions from waste 
management and energy systems, 
and protect forests and other car- 
bon “sinks”. 

What had the Philippines done 
since then? We have to think global 
and act local. We want to save the 
world but we must act locally. We 
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have done part of our share. We 
have passed RA 9367 or the Biofu- 
els law last year. And, I would like 
to thank Sen, Miriam Defensor- 
Santiago, as my counterpart in the 
Senate, when we championed the 
Jaw in the 13th Congress. 

With that law, instead of import- 
ing our oil, we can now plant ‘oil’ in 
our soil. Thus, saving the country of 
dollar reserves from importing fuel 
oils while providing our farmers al- 
ternative crops to plant and in- 
crease agricultural productivity. 
‘The use of biofuels will also reduce 
CO2 emissions and increase effi- 
ciency of our motor vehicles. How- 
ever, thatis not enough. 

"We are renewing our call, sound- 
ingoffthe alarm and raising the ante, 
that the Senate act fast in passing the 
Renewal Energy Bill which several of 
our colleagues have filed, as well as 
this representation. 

This bill will ignite the develop- 
ment and utilization of renewable 
energy in the country. This will re- 
dound to a net-benefit of as much as 
$12 billion through the develop- 


ment of about 2,500 MW of renew-* 
‘able energy-based on. 


on-grid power pro- 
jects. The county jf 
‘will also substantial- 
ly reduce its depen- 
dence and avoid high z 
import costs of crude 
ой or fuels typically 
used by conventional 
power plants. But 
more important than 
the economic bene- 
fits of using renew- 
able energy are the benefits to the en- 
vironment. The country will avoid 
the harmful effects of GHG emissions 
from conventional power plants. We 
may even be able to sell carbon emis- 
sions credits through trading mecha- 
nisms set-up under the Kyoto Proto- 
col. 

Mr. President, distinguished col- 
leagues, all the effects of passing 
this bill point to positive direction. 
Let us become visionary leaders, let 
us muster the political will and 
courage and have the sense of ur- 
gency in passing legislation for re- 
newable energy. 

In 2003, this Senate had demon- 
strated its political will and vision 
for our future when it ratified the 
Kyoto Protocol and passed the Bio- 
fuels law. 

Mother Earth is seriously ill and 
needs intensive care, We must do 
our share to stop the world from 
hemorrhaging. It is now our time to 
rise again and secure our future, 
our children's future and the future 
ofthe generations to come. 


Pald for by the Renewable Energy Coalition 
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2 soldiers 
slain in fierce 
Basilan clash 


By Nikko Dizon 


TWO ARMY SOLDIERS WERE KILLED AND 
10 wounded in an early morning clash yes- 
terday with the Islamic extremist Abu 
Sayyaf Group (ASG) in Tipo-tipo, Basilan. 

A US helicopter from American forces 
based in Zamboanga City backed up two 
Philippine Air Force UH-1H choppers in 
evacuating the military casualties, said 
Armed Forces chief of staff Gen. Hermo- 
genes Esperon Jr. 

The identities of the two dead sol- 
diers—one from the Army's Scout Rangers. 
and the other a member of the 9th special 
forces company—were witheld pending 
notification of their families. Two of those 
wounded were airmen of the Clark-based 
Philippine Air Force special operations 
wing. A paramilitary volunteer and a civil- 
ian were also among those injured. 

Citing initial reports, Esperon said gov- 
ernment troops encountered 50 to 80 ASG 
bandits in Silankum village in Unkaya 
Pukan, Basilan. 

"It was a fierce encounter..there was 
heavy volume of fire in the morning that 
continued in the afternoon," Esperon said. 

The rebels were reportedly led by Furuji 
Indama, who was reported killed in an Aug 
18 clash, also in Unkaya Pukan. 

Esperon said they would "validate" the 
earlier reports of Indama's death. 

The clash broke a month-long lull in the 
fighting between the ASG and government 
soldiers, who launched intensive pursuit 
operations after a clash last July 10 saw 14 
Marines killed, 10 of them beheaded. With 
areport by Tarra Quismundo 
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Wife to press kidnap raps vs MJ 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


THE KIDNAPPING AND PROTECTION OR- 
der cases filed against Mark Jimenez by his 
estranged wife will proceed even with 
Jimenez's sudden change of heart and offer 
of forgiveness. 

The lawyer of Caroline Castafieda yester- 
day said Jimenez's decision to withdraw 
the estafa cases he filed against Castañeda 
and her children would have no bearing on 
the case. 

Her client would pursue the 
case against Jimenez, she said. 

"It doesn't matter if Mr. Jimenez decides 
to forgive Carol and the children, or not. All 
the cases against him will continue,” said 
lawyer Evalyn Ursua. 

Jimenez on Tuesday announced that he 
was withdrawing the extortion case he filed 
against former justice secretary Hernando 
Perez, as well as the estafa cases against 
Castafieda and three of his children for al- 
legedly selling his shares in a telecommuni- 
cations firm and some pieces of real estate 
without his knowledge. 


napping 


Very relevant 

The former congressman also said he 
had decided to unconditionally withdraw 
the abuse of discretion suit he filed against 
Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez. 

Ursua said the issues in the kidnapping 
case against Jimenez were still “very much 
relevant.” 

“We want the legal system to settle and 
rule on the cases,” Ursua said in a phone in- 
terview. 

Carol filed kidnapping charges against 
Jimenez last May after her rescue from Sil- 
vercrest Foundation, a drug rehabilitation 
facility in Las Piñas. 

She claimed that she was forcibly 


brought to the facility despite a temporary 
protection order issued by a Taguig court, 
barring Jimenez from going near her. 

Carol also claimed having been the vic- 
tim of physical and mental abuse by 
Jimenez, who denied the accusations and 
said his wife was a drug dependent who 
needed to be treated. 

Ursua pointed out that in order for 
Jimenez to be actually able to bestow “for- 
giveness” on his wife and children, the rule 
of law must apply and justice served. 


No reconciliation 

“There must be justice first before for- 
giveness. Even if he withdraws the cases he 
filed,” she said. 

The lawyer added that reconciliation be- 
tween the estranged couple was out of the 
question “a long time ago." 

“In fact, it should be Jimenez who should 
be asking for Carol's pardon, not Carol ask- 
ing for Jimenez to forgive her. It was 
Jimenez who was in the wrong," Ursua 
said. 

Meanwhile, Ursua said she would file a 
motion for reconsideration to retain 
Taguig Regional Trial Court judge Leili 
Cruz-Suarez in the case. Suarez inhibited 
herself from the protection order case re- 
cently. 

Judge Lorifel Acap-Pahinma of Branch 
69 also inhibited herself from the case last 
June after Jimenez's lawyers filed a motion 
seeking Pahinma's exclusion. 

"—és the same 
move again. We 
think there is no 
ground for the other 
camp to ask the new 
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judge to inhibit her- 
self. 105 a delaying 
tactic,” Ursua said. 
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Kuwait court upholds 
death sentence on Pinay 


KUWAIT CITY—THE KUWAIT 
appeals court on Wednesday 
upheld a death sentence against. 
a Filipino housemaid for killing. 
her employers seven-year-old 
son by slitting his throat, a legal 
source said. 

May Membrini, as the name 
was shown in court documents, 
was convicted of killing the boy 
last January, as well as slitting 
his 11-year-old brother's throat. 
and stabbing his 17-year-old 
sister, 
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been in Kuwait for six 
months—had quarrelled with 
her employers. 


Not final 
The new ruling is not final as 
it must be challenged before the 
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Quarrel 

Afterwards she allegedly 
jumped from the second 
storey of her employers 
home. 

^ police source said at the 
time that Membrini—who had 
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gth and breadth of broadband deal 


By PDI Research the interestof Chinese compa- | Neda. agreement by virtueofMOU | cussed. De Venecia says it was at 
nies in arranging a compre- FEB. 27—DOTC received an- signed between GRP (DTI ө AUG. 31—Teves confirms the “reconciliation” meeting 
JULY 12, 2006—THE DE- hensive solution, to include fi- other letter from Neda dated through Secretary Peter J. Fav- that he was introduced to ZTE in mid-March at Wack Wack 
partment of Trade and In- nancial and technical support, | Feb. 20, 2007 requesting for йа) and ZTEand subsequent | officials at a meeting with that Arroyo, whom De Venecia 
dustry executesa memoran- | forthedevelopmentandim- | thesubmission/endorsement | “exchangeof notes” between | Mendozaand Abelosand that | assumes was asked by Abalos 
dum of understanding plementation ofthe NBNand | ofareconcüedprojectpropos- | representatives of GRP and they talked about the NBN to talk to him when Abalos 

(MOU) with the Zhong Xing | DistantLeaming projects of | alinview ofthe Feb. 13,2007 | GOCand2)grantingtheNBN | project. failed to talk him outof the 
Telecommunications Equi the Philippine government. Joint Neda-ICC and Cabinet projectisdeemedtobean"ex- | © SEPT. 1—Abalos sayshe project, shoved a finger at him 
ment (ZTE) Internationalin- | e DEC.2—ChineseAmbas- | meeting wherein the DOTC ecutive agreement,” would the | called Tevesand that thelatter | and told him to “back off.” 
vestment Ltd. to cooperate in | sador Li Jin Jun informs Presi- - | wasinstructed tosortout pos- | mode of procurement fall un- | supposedly apologized forsay- | Other personalities present 
thedevelopment and imple- | dential Chief of StaffMichael | sible overlapson the CyberEd- | derEONo. 423, .2005, on al- | ing that Abalos was present at the meeting other than him- 
mentation of various im Defensor through aletterthat | ucation project of the DepEd temative mode of procure- when the project came during | self Arroyo, Mendoza and 
ment activities in the Phi the Chinese government i and IP Based National Broad- | ment (directcontracting) or | a discussion in Wack Wack. Abalos were Jimmy Paz (Aba- 
pines, including the National | tendstosupportthe NBN pro- | band Network Project of the under the last sentence of Sec- | @ SEPT. 5—RomuloNeri,for- | los'chiefofstaff), Quirino de 
Broadband Network (NBN) ject and that China has desig- DOTC/TelOf. tion 4 of RA9184. mer Neda director general and la Torre (Abalos' security 
project. nated ZTE as the contractor. * MARCH 1—DOTC/CICT * JUNE 20—Communica- now Commission on Higher staff), Ruben Reyes and Leo 
* JULY 13—President *JAN.2,2007—TheDOTC | submits to Neda the evaluation | tions Assistant Secretary Education head, neithercon- | San Miguel. 
Macapagal-Arroyo an- receives a letter from Amster- | madeon the three project pro- | Lorenzo G. Formoso Ш disclos- | firms nor denies that he was * In his testimony, De 
nounces at the ClarkSpe- | dam HoldingsInc.(AHD dated | posalsand recommends the esatabusinessforumtheloss | offered P200 million tosup- | Venecia quoted his father 
cialEconomicZonethecre- | Dec. 5, 2006 informing the implementation ofa single ofthe two “sovereign” contract | port the NBN project. (A as saying that Ms Arroyo 
ation of a cyber corridor DOTCofits project, Orion Net- | government IP platform. documents—oneforZTEand | Newsbreakreportwouldlater | asked Abalos during a golf 
covering the cities of work, and requestinga favor- | e MARCH 1-20—ZTE sub- the other for the СЕР say that Abalos offered Romu- | game in Shenzhen in Octo- 
Baguio, Cebu, Davaoand | ableendorsementto Neda. Al- | mits to the DOTC a revised JUNE 2i—The DOJ requests | loP200milionsothatNeda | ber last year why ZTE could 
Manila and Clark. The corri- | so mentioned in the letterisa | NBN proposal with technical for clear and legible copiesof | would “help” with the ZTE not just undertake the pro- 
dor will host call centers request forthe government to | solution, project feasibilityre- | the followingdocuments: 1) | deal) Ject the way AHI had pro- 
and outsourcing companies | designate the DOTC as the port, price summary, etc. letter of Ambassador of China SEPT. 9—Ms Arroyo talks | posed (at по cost to the 
and will be supported projects coordinating agency. | MARCH 23—The DOTC en- LiJinjun to Presidential Chief | with Chinese President Hu | government). 
through additional digital | JAN. 3—Neda requested the | dorsesto Neda the revised of Staff Michael T. Defensor Jintao about the controver- | The First Couple and Speaker 
infrastructure. BOTCwith TelOf (stillunder | NBN proposal of ZTE. dated Dec. 2, 2006; 2) contract | sial NBN project on theside- | Jose de Venecia Jr, during a 
* AUG. 1—Ms Arroyo ІСТ) to take the lead in the * MARCH26—TheNBNpro- | fortheSupplyofEquipment | linesoftheAsis-PacificEco- | 10-city visitin China, were in- 
names Ramon Sales, head of | preparation and implementa- | jectis presented to the joint and Services for the National | nomic Cooperation Summit | vited by the ZTE president to 
thegovernment’sInforma- | tion of Cyber Corridor projects | ICC Cabinet Committee and Broadband Network Project іп Sydney, suggesting that | play golf. Abalos was one of 
tion and Communication taking into consideration the ICC Technical Board meeting between the DOTC and ZTE Favila and Chinese Com- the guest players. 

Technology (ICT) as “focal | requirements of concerned fordeliberation and approval. | Corp. and3) the Loan Agree- | merce Minister Bo Xilai * SEPT. 19—Arroyo, through 
person"orcoordinatorfor | end-user agencies. Neda also MARCH 26—Ambassador | ment with the China Exim- work together toresolvethe | his lawyer, confirms that he 
the Cyber Corridor: requested forthe submission | LiJinJunwritesalettertoMs | bank. issue. met with De Venecia at Wack 

* AUG. 7—ZTE Corp. sub- | ofthe necessary Neda-ICC Arroyo, conveying that the JUNE 26—The Senate calls | e SEPT 10—AHI asks the Wack, but says it was “a purely 
mits to the Commission on In- | documents to facilitate pro- Chinese government willfully | for an investigation of the ‘Supreme Court to compel chance encounter” that did not 
formation and Communica- | cessing of the project particu- | support the NBN project of broadband contract, saying Malacafiang to give ita copy of | include his barking at the busi- 
tions Technology (CICT), an | larly the IP-based National ZTEand the Distance Learning | thatZTEhasbeen involvedin | thecontractwon by ZTE.AHI | nessman to “back off” from the 
attached agency of the De- Broadband Network Project | project of the DepEd. “questionable deals"in other | also seeks fora temporaryre- | NBN deal. 
partment of Transportation | FEB. 18—Executive OrderNo. | e MARCH26—AHI offered countries. straining order on theimple- | e Arroyo says thathe merely 
and Communications 603 wasissued bythe Presi- | to build the NBN for the gov- © JUNE27—Mendoza says | mentation ofthe government's | "reminded" De Venecia that his 
(DOTO), a proposal forthe dent transferring the TelOfand | ernment for $242 million, the NBN contract with ZTEis | deal with ZTEWhile its peti- | being the Speaker's son made 
NBN Project. all other operating units di- questions the DOTC’salleged | still subject to review by the tion is pending. itinappropriate for him to get 
SEPT. 4and6—ZTEwritesto | rectly supporting communica- | bias for ZTE that offered to DepartmentofJusticeand the | ө —AHI cofounder Jose involved in government con- 
CiCT regarding clarification | tions fromtheCICT tothedi- | build the same facility undera | Department of Finance. "oey'deVenecialllsaysata | tracts. The President's husband 
on the project proposal and rect control and supervision of | $262-million government-to- JULY 11—DOTC submits to forum that the supply contract | denies that Abalos was at the 
incorporating the suggestions | the DOTC. government loan agreement. the DOJ the requested copies | with ZTE is overpriced by meeting, saying that only he, 
of CICT. © FEB. 14—Neda refers tothe | (Reported March 27, 2007). of 1) letter ofAmbassadorof | about$130milliontocover | De Venecia and Mendoza were 
SEPT. 8—China Eximbank, | DOTCforassistance and rec- | e MARCH 29—The Neda ChinaliJinjuntoPresiden- | “commissions.” Hedescribes | present. De Venecia says Ar- 
through its generalmanag- | ommendation onthe possible | boardapprovestheimplemen- | tial ChiefofStaffMichaelT. | Abalosasappearing tobe the | royo's version of the meeting 
er, LiXiaoping, writesNeda | reconciliation ofthreesimilar | tation ofthe NBN project. Defensor dated Dec. 2,2206 | “captain” of those who were was "totally false.” 
informing that they are. proposals: 1) the Cyber Educa- | MARCH 30—ICT technical and 2) the reconstituted brokering the ZTE deal. De * SEPT. 20—Mendoza con- 
ready to exchange opinions | tion Project (CEP) oftheDe- | working grouprecommends | NBN contract. Venecia says Abalos offered firms at the second Senate 
and explore cooperation partment of Education thedirectcontractingmode | © JULY 26—Justice Secretary | him$10million inDecember | hearing that the meeting took 
opportunities afterChina | (DepEd), 2) the NBN project | in the procurement for the Raul Gonzalezissues an opin- | 2006 tobackofffromthepro- | place and reiterates what Ar- 
Eximbank and ZTE held dis- | endorsed by CICT (ZTE project | supply ofequipmentandser- | ion thatsays thatthe contract | ject. royo had declared through his 
cussions resulting in the proposal) and 3) the build- vices for the NBN project. isan executive agreement and | ө —ZTEdeniesbribing gov- | lawyer that Arroyo did not 
conclusion that they maybe | own-operate (BOO) NBN pro- | e MARCH 31—DOTC off- doesnot need togothrougha | ermmentofficials to bag the raise his voice. 
available for transaction on | ject of AHI. cials award the contract to public bidding. $329-million contract, saying | ө Mendoza even describes Ar- 
the NBN project. FEB. 19—DOTC/TelOf offi- ТТЕ, saying that АНГ unso-  AUGUST—Iloilo Vice Gov. that its initial offer of $262 royo as “mild-mannered,” 

* OCT. 23—CICT endorses cials and personnel attended licited proposal lacked com- Rolex Suplico asks the million grew to $329 million while portraying De Venecia as 
ZTE's proposal to the National | the meeting at Neda Board plete documentation neces- Supreme Court to nullify the | because the government’sre- | someone who dogged him and 
Economicand Development | Roomtodiscussthe technical | sary for it to be considered. ZTE contractfor being uncon- | quirements changed. went to see him in his office 
‘Authority (Neda) for further | details and concemson the APRIL 10—BAC for ICT,con- | _stitutional and to stop its im- * SEPT. 11—Acting on the “several times" to follow up on 
evaluation and action. NBN project. sidering ВА 9184 and therec- | plementation. petitions of Suplicoand AHI, | his firm's unsolicited NBN pro- 
NOV.21—Secretary Michael | FEB. 26—ZTE submittedto | ommendationofthe TWG-ICT, | ө AUG.6—ThePresidentsle- | the Supreme Court issues a posal. 

Defensor wrote to Minister Bo | DOTC copy of their NBN pro- have resolved to recommend gal adviser, Sergio Apostol, temporary restraining order е After the hearing, Men- 
Xilai ofthe Ministry ofCom- | posal which they have submit- | that the procurement for the saysthe project cannotbeim- | ontheimplementation ofthe | doza tells reporters that it 
merce, People’s Republicof | ted to CICT and was subse- supply of equipmentandser- | plemented because the con- NBN project. was the Speaker, the 
China, to verifyandconfirm | quendyendorsedbyCICTto | vices forthe NBN project will | tractisnonexistent, having —Sen. Panfilo Lacson callsthe | younger De Venecia's father, 
be undertaken thru direct con- been stolen in China shortly af- President the driving force be- who aggressively lobbied for 
tracting and toreferthe matter | ter the signing. hind thedeal with ZTE ashe | his son's firm to bag the con- 
Corrections to the GPPB and Neda for ap- © AUG. 7— Trade Secretary came out with a "reconstitut- tract. 
А proval. Peter Favila says the supposed | ed” copy ofthe supply con- ө Favilasays heis open to 
IN THE SEPT. 19 ISSUE, a front-page story—"Brave kidney APRIL 16—DOTC writes to ZTE contract is just a memo- tract. modifying or even rescinding 
donor was afraid of needle"—misspelled the nickname of GPPBandNedarequestingfor | randumofunderstanding © SEPT.12—Sen.JuanPonce | the NBN deal and says he will 
the driver and kidney donor of Justice Secretary Raul Gon- | | opinion and approval of the (MOU) or Memorandum of Enrile says the “reconstituted | talk to his Chinese counter- 
zalez. The driver, Felicito Gunay is nicknamed procurement process for the agreement (MOA) and nota copy” Lacson presented was part, Trade Minister Bo Xilai, 
eo Ma а implementation of the NBN supply contract. merely a supply agreement to discuss other options to un- 
project, respectively. * AUG.9—DOTCconfmsit | and thatthe more binding con- | dertake the NBN project, in- 
IN THE SEPT: 2015508, а Metro story on Doge AIO TMEO | | APRII- 16—1We banks has signed a reconstituted sup- | tract, ће financialagreement, | cluding its “cancellation or ab- 
Pt only neophytes who submit to haz- ~ ы : 
ing”—misstated that Jay Yacat is the director of the UP Col. | | evaluation reportand recom- | plycontractwithZTE — Hees eres вина риа: : 
lege of Psychology. Yacat is an assistant professor—not di- mendation on the: technical as- е AUG. 25—The Philippines * Ina letter to the blue ribbon © SEPT. 22—The | President 
rector—of the UP Department—not College—of Psycholo- pect of the draft as input for and China sign a $1.8-billion committee, Mendoza begs off | suspends the NBN project “in- 
зу DOTC Legal Office's final re- loan agreement, allegedly in- from attending the Senate definitely,” but senators say 
+ view. duding an amount for the hearing on the NBN project, | they will continue the probe 
IN THE SEPT. 21 ISSUE, the word "not" was inadvertently APRIL 20—Secretary Romulo NBN project. saying that the two pending despite the suspension. 
omitted in a sentence of the article —"SC denies Eala plea | | Neri of Neda writesto Minister | ө AUG.27—Favila says $400 | casesin the Supreme Court © SEPT. 24—Ms Arroyo al- 
with finality'—on Page A6. The sentence should have read: | | BoXilai of Ministry of Com- million of the $1.8 billion is seeking to blockthe ZTE deal | lows Neri, who failed to attend 
“The Supreme Court noted that Еаа... contended only that | | merce and Chairman/Presi- notmeantforany particular | preventhim from speaking out | the Sept. 20 hearing due to 
he had not flaunted the relationship." dent Li Rougu of China Exim- . on the matter. "intestinal fu,” to attend the 
rre bankendorsing the NBN pro- * SEPT 14—De Veneciasays | Senate probe. Earlier, Press 

IN THE SEPT 23 ISSUE, a phrase in a frontpage arti- | | ject for loan financing of the Padilla lodgesa criminalcom- | inanaffidavitdated Sept. 11 | Secretary Ignacio Bunye said 
cle— School rises from the ashes of Pinarubo’—should have | | People’s RepublicofChinaun- | plaint against Mendoza and that he was wiretapped by Neri was part of the President's 
read: "pretty much like a phoenix’—not sphinx—"risen from der the Preferential Buyer's two assistant secretaries ofthe | Abalostomonitorhisconver- | official delegation to the Unit- 
ROLL D Credit Facility of China Exim- DOTCattheOficeoftheOm- | sations with ZTE officialsand | ed Nations General = 

2 е bank. budsman for allegedly “giving | thatitwasAbaloshimself,ina | that is scheduled to leave for 

IN THE SAME ISSUE, an Entertainment article on Page * APRIL21—Transportation | undue. коса eds zu of rage, who admitted the | New York the nextday, but 
Gir. es than gentle journeys’ misspelled the first | | and Communications Secre- © AUG. 29—Padilla,citinga | offense sometime in February. | Neri himself later told re- 
Sones йы Baier ioe е M ia tary Leandro Mendoza and column by Jarius Bondoc in Abalos denies the wiretap alle- | porters that his trip had been 

8 ы АЕА ZTE vice president Yu Yong the Philippine Star tagsCom- | gation and saysthathislawyer | canceled. 

~ sign the $329-million NBN mission on Elections Chair is preparing to file severallibel | e SEPT. 25—The President 

pes piis perme elie duse contract in Boao, China, incer- | Benjamin Abalos Sr as the poll | charges against De Venecia. discloses at a meeting in Mala- 
name of an environmental organization The organizations | | monieswimessed byMsAr- | oficial whoallegedlylobbied | ө De Venecia saysthata “mys- | cañang that she had the NBN 
name is Mother Earth Philippines—not Mother Earth Founda- Toyo. - for the ZTE broadband con- tery man” is part of the cast of | project “discreetly investigat- 

Bon: APRIL 24— The GPPB advises tract. Padilla says Abalos characters behind the $329- ed" and found that the reports 

tee DOTC that an opinion from played golf with ZTE execu- million contract, but sayshe | of bribery tainting the project 
IN THE SEPT. 26 ISSUE, a front-page story—"Bishop ‘Soc’ the DOJ may prove relevant in tives in Shenzhen and at the will reveal the person’s identity | were “uncorroborated.” 
kicked out Doble, Ong from safety of seminary—misstated | | the DOTCs final determina- Wack Wack Golfand Country | onlyifaskedata properlegal | e SEPT. 26—Neri admits at 
that the Jesus is Lord Movement is a Catholic lay group. It is tion on whether the NBN con- Club in Mandaluyong Cityjust | forum. the Senate hearing that Aba- 

a Christian lay group. Wactisenteredintopursuant | weeksbeforethecontracrwas | ө SEPTEMBER—De Venecia | Jos offered him P200 million 

*** toSection40fRA9184man- | signed. says he has received threats in exchange for giving the 

IN THE SAME ISSUE, a story on Page A2—"Here's what pardon dating observance òf executive ‘© AUG. 30—Abalos admits from powerful persons, includ- | approval on the NBN pro- 
could do"—misstated that Mikhail Lee Maxino, lawyer of busi- agreements ог Section 50 of thathe and some ZTE officials | ingonethatsupposedlycame | ject. Neri says he mentioned 
nessman Jaime Ponce de Leon, said that Ponce de Leon fled the | | RA91840n Direct Contract- were golfing buddiesand that | fromMendozascamp.Men- | the bribe offer to Ms Arroyo, 
‘country after his conviction. The only statement that Maxino told ing. ZTE executives paid for his doza scoffs at this allegation, who he says told him to de- 
the Ingumer was that he facilitated the filing of the application for MAY 28—DOTC requests the trips to China. However, Aba- | calling ita “fairy tal cline it. 

[pardon on behalf of Ponce de Leon. Department of Finance to fa- los maintains that he never © SEPL17—ThePresdents | e De Venecia reiterates his ear- 

He Ss y з cilitate the availment ofasoft | helped thecompany towin the | husband, Jose Miguel Arroyo, | lierclaim that Abalos offered 
rs may send their requests for correction of factual errors in writ- | | Joan from the China Exim- deal. Abalos sayshe and ZTE | boardsa plane forHong Kong | hima$10-million bribe, which 
e ee atte P ie | | bank. officials met with Finance Sec- | ontheeveoftheSenatehear- | the Comelec chair vehemently 
mail address: daydesk@inquirer.comph. Р МАУ 31—DOTC requests for retary Margarito Teves at jing on the NBN deal. denies. Abalos also denies bro- 
‘Complaints about lack of fairness or objectivity may be sent to Loma | | opinion from the DOJ on the ‘Teves’ house in Alabang, © SEPT 18—DeVeneciaad- | kering the NBN deal for ZTE. 
pode di Eoo (rupe reed эы following issues: 1) whether or | Muntinlupa, "one afternoon mits to the blue ribbon com- Compiled by Eliza Victoria, 

‘tumbetis 997-5808 Local 242, not the proposed NBN project | Jast year,” but adds thatthe mittee that the“mysteryman” | PDI Research/Source: PDI 

can be considered an executive | NBN project was not dis- is the Presidents husband. Archives and other reports 
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Neri continues to enjoy GMA trust, says Ermita 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


COMMISSION ON HIGHER ED- 
uucation (CHEd) Secretary Ro- 
mulo Neri’s testimony at the 
Senate has not damaged the 
presidency and he continues to 
have President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo’s trust, Executive Secretary 
Eduardo Ermita said yesterday. 

He said Neri's statements be- 
fore senators proved he was 


more of a technocrat than a 
politician, 

“Well, yes,” said Ermita when 
asked if Neri continued to enjoy 
presidential trust. 

Presidential ^ Management 
Staff head Cerge Remonde de- 
nied Neri was on the way out. 

“He will continue to be an al- 
ter egoofthe President aschair- 
man of CHEd with a Cabinet 
rank," said Remonde. 


Ermita said Neri succeeded in 
driving home the point that the 
approval by the National Eco- 
nomic and Development Au- 
thority (Neda) of the National 
Broadband Network project on- 
ly concerned the concept of 
such a project. 

“He said he did not choose 
the project. 'I approved the con- 
cept because ... we need a 
broadband network." To that ex- 


SEEKERS OF TRUTH: Protesters encouraging Neri to tell ll he knows about the NBN-ZTE project are 
pushed away by the police from the Senate grounds. 


” 


tent, he was talking like a tech- 
nical man and secretary general 
of Neda," said Ermita. 


Cabinet support 

Ermita also said: "I don't 
think you might say (Neri) has 
done anything wrong. He's just 
saying what he thinks hap- 
pened.” 

"We just go by the truth. 
Whatever the testimon(y) of a 


Cabinet member, such as Secre- 
tary Neri, had given, and as 
they led to the truth, then of 
course (we support him) be- 
cause he's a Cabinet member." 

But Ermita said it was up to 
the country to assess Neris 
credibility particularly with re- 
gard to his claim that Commis- 
sion on Elections Chair Ben- 
Jamin Abalos had tried to bribe 
him. 


"Let the final outcome come 
out whether he will be proven. 
to be very credible about every- 
thing he said,” Ermita said. 


Abalos not scapegoat 

As regards Abalos, Ermita 
said it was not for Malacafiang 
to pass judgment on him. He 
said the Palace was not making 
Abalos а scapegoat for the ZTE 
fiasco, either. 


WHAT GOT THE GOAT OF 
Commission оп Elections 
Chair Benjamin Abalos more 
than the bribery charge 
against him was the mention 
ofawoman’s name. 

The Senate hearing had al- 
ready dragged into the after- 
noon when Minority Leader 
Aquilino Pimentel Jr asked 
Abalos if he knew a certain 
Evelyn Catherine Silagon. 

Abalos immediately turned 
defensive, and before Pi- 
mentel could complete his 
question, denied that he had 
fathered a child by Silagon. 

He went on to denounce 
the text messages that he said 


Mention of woman's 
name gets Abalos goat 


he received on Tuesday night 
alleging that he had a mis- 
tress and giving details such 
as addresses and bank ac- 
counts. 

Abalos said his wife had 
been hurt by the rumors that, 
he said, were also unfair to 
Silagon. 

He said Silagon was a mem- 
ber of the media who covered 
the Metro Manila Develop- 
ment Authority when he was 
itschair. 

Pimentel did not ask 
about the details in the 
anonymous text messages. 
Instead, he asked Abalos if 
the latter had used Silagon 


as a business front, | 
Abalos denied this. 

Pimentel went on to say 
that Abalos was a "very pow- 
erful person" during elections, 
and that his son, losing sena- 
torial candidate Aquilino 
"Koko" Pimentel Ш, had a 
pending electoral protest. 

"When you broker a deal, 
that's what estafadors do," Pi- 
mentel said. i 

Abalos immediately took 
offense. 

"If you feel alluded to, Pm 
very sorry for you," Pimentel 
said, adding that he was not 
directly referring to Abalos. 
Dona Z. Pazsibugan 


What Neri did not say; invokes executive privilege 


From page Al 


President had said "don't ac- 
cept, next topic" or "that's a nice 
project, but why are they doing 
that?" 

Neri replied: "Beyond what I 
said your honor I invoke the 
right of executive privilege." 

Sen. Rodolfo Biazon cut in: 
"Are you invoking it for you as а 
member of the Cabinet or are 
you invoking it in behalf of the 
President?" 

“I guess the law says it can be 
invoked in behalf of the Presi- 
dent and I've been instructed to 
invoke it,” said Neri who re- 
vealed that a written order was 
already being prepared. 

Neri clarified later that it was 
Ermita who had instructed him 
to invoke executive privilege, 
and that it was left to his discre- 
tion whether to talk about the 
P200-million bribe. 

‘At the Palace, Ermita said 
that while he had not issued a 
letter allowing Neri to clam up 
оп supposed confidential mat- 
ters, the President, through his 
office, would be “ready to give 
that.” 

Last night, after a closed- 
door meeting, the senators de- 
cided not to press the issue of 
executive privilege that Neri 
had invoked and agreed to let 
him go home after he commit- 
ted to attend the next sessions. 

"Secretary Neri left a lot of 
things unanswered especially 
when it came to the President 
and her reaction to the bribe 
(offer) of Chairman Abalos,” 
said Sen. Francis Escudero. 

A senator who requested 
anonymity said most of his col- 
leagues noticed that Budget 
Secretary Rolando Andaya vir- 
tually shadowed Neri through- 
out yesterday's hearing suppos- 


Man who 


From page Al 


to face” with Razon at a party 
held at the Forbes Park resi- 
dence of Speaker Jose de Vene- 
cia Jr's mother-in-law. 

“During that party, he accost- 
ed me, in effect telling me, ‘You 
will allow Harbour Centre to 
operate over my dead body" 
Neri told Sen. Aquilino Pi- 
mentel Jr., quoting Razon. 

Pimentel earlier asked Neri if 
he had incurred the ire of busi- 
nessmen in the arrastre b 
ness, and if Razon was among 
these businessmen. 

But Neri denied receiving a 
text message supposedly sent to 
an aide of his and read aloud by 
Pimentel: "If your boss men- 
tions my name, I will personally 
break every bone in his body.” 

He also denied being threat- 
ened against his appearance at 


edly to ensure that Neri would 
not say anything that would put 
Ms Arroyo in a bad light. 

Neri first invoked executive 
privilege when Senate Majority 
Leader Francis Pangilinan asked 
if the President followed up on 
the NBN deal with him after he 
reported to her the alleged bribe 
offer of Commission on Elections 
Chair Benjamin Abalos. 

Pangilinan pointed out that 
only the President or the execu- 
tive secretary could invoke ex- 
ecutive privilege. 

Under EO 464, executive 
privilege covers all “confiden- 
tial or classified 
between the President and her 
public officials. 

The information includes 
conversations and correspon- 
dence between the President 
and the public official; military, 
diplomatic and other national 
security matters; information 
between —— inter-government 
agencies prior to the conclusion 
of treaties and executive agree- 
ments; discussion in closed- 
door Cabinet meetings; and 
matters affecting national secu- 
rity and public order. 


2and2together 

Later in the hearing, Sen. 
Loren Legarda asked Neri if 
"any higher government official 
dictated that the ZTE project be 
given priority.” 

Neri replied that his conversa- 
tions with the President were cov- 
ered by Section 2A of EO 464. 

Taken aback, Legarda said 
she was not even referring to his 
conversations with Ms Arroyo. 

“There is no higher public of- 
ficial than me than the Presi- 
dent, your honor,” Neri replied. 

Legarda said Neri himself 
had "put two and two together” 
and immediately assumed that 


the question had alluded to Ms 
Arroyo. 

"When asked if he had even “dis- 
couraged” the President against 
pursuing the ZTE deal, Neri again 
invoked executive privilege. 

Sen. Alan Cayetano, chair of 
the Senate blue ribbon commit- 
tee, said the senators would let 
Neri's claim of executive privi- 
lege pass in the meantime, so 
the inquiry could continue. 

However, Cayetano said, the 
joint committees investigating 
the deal would eventually de- 
cide whether to compel Neri to 
answer questions if his reason 
for invoking executive privilege 
would be found invalid. 

Pangilinan later said in a 
statement: “By invoking execu- 
tive privilege, the administra- 
tion officials are leaving more 
questions than answers to a 
public that is already exasperat- 
ed with anomalous deals in- 
volving the government. 

“Most certainly it cannot be 
invoked to conceal the commis- 
sion of a crime or to hide irregu- 
larities." 


‘Legally correct’ 

Cayetano said Neri should 
elaborate on Ms Arroyo's role in 
approving the ZTE contract and 
whether she had ordered Cabinet 
members to fast-track the deal. 

The senator asked Neri 
whether what he had to say was 
"embarrassing" to the President. 

Sen. Anna Consuelo Samby* 
Madrigal also asked Neri whether 
his conversation with the Presi- 
dent involved a "high crime." 

During a break in the hear- 
ing, Neri denied that he was 
"protecting the President." 

"I don't think so. I'm just try- 
ing to do what is legally cor- 
rect," he told reporters. 


Overprice 

During the hearing, Neri said 
the members of the Neda secre- 
tariat that studied the deal did not 
know whether the ZTE proposal 
was overpriced because they had 
no benchmark to compare prices. 

"So we are entering into this 
blindly?” Escudero said. 

In reply, Neri said the Neda 
Investment Coordinating Com- 
mittee “approved” the ZTE pro- 
posal as submitted by the De- 
partment of Transportation and 
Communications, based not on 
the financial terms and the pric- 
ing, buton the viability and esti- 
mated project rate of return. 

He also said he had agreed to 
go along with the project because 
he hoped that the NBN infras- 
tructure that would be set up 
could later be used by private 
users, and eventually bring down. 
the “shockingly high” cost of 
broadband calls in the country. 

Cayetano pointed out, howev- 
er, that Transportation and Com- 
munications Secretary Leandro 
Mendoza, who signed the con- 
tract in April, had said the NBN. 
infrastructure would be used on- 
ly by government offices. 

Neri said the Neda secretariat 
had “no way” to check whether 
the ZTE propdsal was overpriced. 

“If I were President, I would 
have had it bidded out to address 
these overpricing issues. So the 
parties can put their money 
where their mouths are,” he said. 


Phone call 

Ermita admitted phoning Neri, 
but said that he did so only dur- 
ing the lunch break at yesterday's 
hearing and that they did not talk 
about executive privilege. 

“I talked with him while he 
was in the CR (comfort room)," 
Ermita said. 


He said Neri, as а Cabinet 
member, fully knew the “ele- 
ments as to when and how you 
can invoke executive privilege.” 

“But you must know the con- 
ditions under which it could be 
invoked,” Ermita said. 


He said the conditions would 
include “first seeking permis- 
sion from the President, or the 
President ordering me {to issue 
permission].” With reports 
from Michael Lim Ubac and 
Jerome Aning 


Militants: Not 
hero but heel 


By Jerome Aning 


ACCORDING TO LEADERS OF 
militant groups, Romulo Neri 
fell short of becoming a hero. 

Partido ng Manggagawa 
chair Renato Magtubo said 
the labor force could have 
congratulated the man for 
"courageously stating that he 
was bribed by Chairman Ben- 
jamin Abalos." 

“But unfortunately, cow- 
ardice overcame him as he in- 
voked executive privilege in or- 
der to shield Gloria Arroyo from 
the heat of the broadband con- 
troversy”  Magtubo said, 
adding: 

“Instead of a hero, Secretary 
Neri became the heel ... by re- 
fusing to reveal Ms Arroyo's in- 
structions” on the broadband 
deal after he reported to her the 
bribe offer” 

Magtubo said it was clear 
that Ms Arroyo was "the god- 
mother of the NBN deal” be- 
cause she had “personally 
grac[ed] the signing of the ZTE 
contract in China.” 

“No amount of invocation of 
executive privilege can hide 
that public fact,” he said 

He added that Neri's testimo- 
ny might result in the buck stop- 
ping with Abalos, and that the 


‘threatened’ Neri over port deal 


the Senate hearing. 

Harbour Centre, owned by 
Reghis Romero П of АП Builders, 
operates a port terminal at the 
former Smokey Mountain. 

It has not been able to get a li- 
cense to handle the much big- 
ger 20-foot containers currently 
limited to ICTSI at the Manila 
International Container Termi- 
nal and Asian Terminal Inc. at 
the South Harbor. 

“I was for letting Harbour Cen- 
tre enter the port container busi- 
ness in Manila because [it is con- 
trolled] by only two. I was going 
for competition; I thought allow- 
ing Harbour Centre to compete 
would bring down container 
costs, which are [among] the 
highest at $1,300 per [20-foot 
equivalent unit]," Neri said. 

The ICTSI media relations of- 
fice declined a request from the 
INotiner for а phone interview 


with ora statement from Razon. 


From Neda to CHEd 

Razon, 47, is widely believed 
to be behind Neri's recent trans- 
fer from the National Economic 
and Development Authority to 
the Commission on Higher Edu- 
cation, purportedly because of 
Neris proliberalization, free- 
competition stance. 

But Neri said he was not 
aware of this. 

When asked by Pimentel 
whether he was afraid for his 
life, Neri said: “Гуе maintained 
my stand despite the threats." 

He said he had pushed not only 
for the liberalization of the arras- 
tre port services but also for the 
opening up of the airline, 
telecommunications, ports and 
shipping industries. “These are 
the subjects of regulatory capture, 
where regulatory agencies may 


be dictated [to] by some powerful 
business groups,” he said. 

Since receiving the purported 
threat from Razon, Neri said he 
had not seen the ICTS! chief. 


Close to FG 

Razon, who is reportedly 
very close to First Gentleman 
Mike Arroyo, served as the trea- 
surer and major financier of the 
administration's Team Unity in 
the May elections. 

Razor's name was also men- 
tioned by Jose “Joey” de Venecia Ш 
of Amsterdam Holdings Inc. 
(AHD, who first testified last week 
at the Senate inquiry into the Na- 
tional Broadband Network deal. 

De Venecia yesterday said that 
when he divested his shares at Mul- 
timedia Telephony Inc. in 2003, 
these were “bought by Anscor (A. 
Soriano Corp) and Ricky Razon, 
Fritz Server and Nono Ibazeta” 


He further claimed that the 
group subsequently signed a 
vendor and financing deal with 
ZTE Corp., the Chinese firm to 
which AHI lost out to in the 
broadband project. 

Razon, a graduate of De La 
Salle University, is a member of 
the American Management As- 
sociation, Management Аѕѕосі- 
ation of the Philippines, Pacific 
Basin Economic Council, and 
World Economic Forum. 

He is a known friend of ousted 
President Joseph Estrada, who 
was recently convicted of plun- 
der. He chaired the Erap Cup in 
2000 and was the source of a 
P10-million contribution to Estra- 
da's Muslim Youth Foundation. 

In 2003, Razon was appoint- 
ed by President Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуо as a member of the Public- 
Private Sector Task Force on the 
Reconstruction and Develop- 


latter might become "the scape- 
goat in this scandal despite the 
foul smell coming from Mala- 
cafiang.” 

Ferdinand Gaite, president of 
the Confederation for Unity, 
Recognition and Advancement 
of Government Employees 
(Courage), said that as a public 
servant, Neri was duty-bound 
to speak up against corruption 
and inform the public who 
should be held accountable 
even if it cost Ms Arroyo her 
presidency. 

“If Neri would invoke execu- 
tive privilege and evade spilling 
the beans, he too should be 
prosecuted for conspiracy and 
covering up corruption,” Gaite 
said. 


‘The people know" 

According to Gaite, the pub- 
lic is "already aware" that Aba- 
los and DOTC officials were not 
the only ones involved in the 
scandal 

"Secretary Neri owes it to the 
people. The people already 
know; he has nothing to lose,” 
байге said, 

He said the alleged involve- 
ment of the President's husband 
in the deal was “an affirmation 
of the role” that Ms Arroyo sup- 
posedly played in the deal. 


mentof Iraq. 

ICTSI, which also operates 
abroad, is the Philippines’ largest 
corporation engaged in handling 
container and bulk cargo. 

Its known total consolidated 
assets as of December 2006 is 
P19.1 billion. Last-month, it re- 
ported a six-month net income 
of P1.045 billion this year. 

ICTSI has port terminals in 
Manila, Subic, Batangas and Gen- 
eral Santos City. It also operates 
ports in Japan, indonesia, Poland, 
Brazil, Syria and Madagascar. 

In March this year, it disclosed 
that it had won another port con- 
tract abroad, this time in Ecuador, 

In September 2005, the Philip- 
pine Ports Authority approved 
ICTS?’ petition for a 25-year ex- 

rension of its contract to operate 
atthe PortofManila. With re- 
ports from Riza Olchondra; 
Eliza Victoria, Inquirer Research 
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GMA tours Naia 
airport terminals 
before takeoff 


By Tarra Quismundo to be announced opening date, 
The President drove by he 
INSTEAD OF GOING STRAIGHT said, then passed through the 
to her waiting chartered plane, front of Terminal 2, drove 
President Macapagal-Arroyo through the cargo terminal, 
made a sidetrip before leaving through the old Nayong Pilipino, 
for the United States on Tuesday tumed back through Terminal 2, 
night and toured the Ninoy then used the ramp to reach the 
Aquino International Airport arrival gates of the old Naia. 
(Naia) terminals in Pasay City. “She assumed she was a pas- 
The President took the time senger, as if she had just gotten 
to drive by the still mothballed off a plane. Where passengers 
‘tigpine Майа Terminal 3, checked the usually went through, thats 
Hence disegni esi а ee facade of Terminal 2 and then where she passed through soshe ЕСТУ 
San Francisco airport, Ms Arroyo's stopover en route to New York. Walked through the arrival area could feel again how to Бе а reg- VIPS AT THE LOUNGE: Ms Arroyo waits at the San Francisco VIP lounge wil 


of the Naia Terminal 1 shortly ular passenger,” said Atutubo. Martin Romualdez, Rep. Aurelio Gonzales, Rep. Datu Arroyo, his wife Kaka, 
before her 9:30 p.m. US-bound “She went through the immi- ы "ныи 


Protests await GMA in New York fight airportofficiaissaid. gration counters and looked at 
“She's very particular to detail. the personnel, went through cus- 
By Christine О. Avendano the plightof the group of nurses Even one cigarette butt on the toms and the conveyor area. She 
known as the Sentosa 27 ++ in floor, she took notice .. Then just looked at the flow,” said the 
NEW YORK (VIA PLDT)—THE its continued fight against the when she saw cracks [on the floor official in an interview shortly af- 
National Alliance for Filipino Sentosa recruitment agency. or walls), she said they should be ter Ms Arroyo's special Philippine From page At T a л аф 
Concerns (Nafcon) based here Тһе nurses are pursuing a legal fixed,” said Alfonso Cusi, general Airlines flight took off. "They are marching down oe 
are set to hold a picket on case against their American re- manager of the Manila Interna- Cusi said the President gave the streets, with the monks & $ i 
‘Wednesday at the Waldorf Asto- cruiter since 2006 when they left tional Airport Authority who ac- directives on "what we should in the middle, and ordinar 
ria hotel, where President their jobs afer complaining that companied the President on her be doing.” теоре нег dide, бина 
Macapagal-Arroyo is billeted they had been exploited and forced unannounced inspection. “She told us always toshow thé Shielding them, forming a 
until she leaves on Friday. toworkunder unsafe conditions. None of the media swarming best because herconcem was how human chain” one withess 
Ms Arroyo arrived in New In return, some of the nurses the red carpet at the Centennial she can always bring the tourist 0 said amid deafening roars of 
York on Tuesday to attend the were charged with professional terminal were able to catch up фе country how to attract them, anger at security forces, 
62nd session of the United Na- misconduct. with the President's airport tour. and how ме can show the best of Riot police fired tear gas at 
tions General Assembly The nurses will find out on Airport officials said Ms Arroyo Фе Filipinos. So we might have an column of monks уба to 
One ofthe issues thatthe mil- Wednesday the fate of their ap- also asked her securitytoremain old facility, but through good-na- push their way past bart 
itants will raise im the picket at peal before the Suffolk county to discreet during the inspection as tuted people, through good ser- fades sealing off the 
the hotel, where other heads of drop the charges againstthem. зе did not want to cause alarm vite etiquette, well be able to а Shwedagon Pagoda, Burma's 
states and global leaders аге al- "Мете uying to seek an audi- among passengers. tract tourists,” Cusi said обаве shifne and the start. 
so staying, is the National ence with President Macapagal- Airport security chief retired Мэ Arroyo was then driven ing point of marches over the 
Broadband Network (NBN) Arroyo," said Maricel Duelo, one Gen. Angel Aturubo said Ms Ar- back to Naia 2 and boarded her past month, 
project, said Berna Ellorin, Naf- of the Sentosa 27 ++ nurses. тоуо first looked at the ongoing flight for New York with a 68- j 
con special commissioner. Consulate officials said the road-paving project in front of member entourage, which in- Appeal for restraint 
Ellorin told reporters that meeting was still being worked the Naia 3, currently undergoing cluded Cabinet members and 
Nafcon also intended to take up ош. repairs and completion for a yet lawmakers. 
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World leaders have ap- 
pealed to the junta to exer- 
л ы ы Ур E Tesan since, the 
protests mushroomed into а 
j| major revolt after shots were YEARNING TO BE FREE: In the photo reic i 
fired over protesting monks the eighth day of massive protests, Buddhis! 
in the central town of against the ruling military junta in дозуп 
Pakokku on Sept. 5. 
British Prime Minister ma’shighest moral authority, Та 
Gordon Brown called for a went head-to-head with the junto wa’ 
United Nations Security might of a military that has force « su 
Council meeting on Burma: ruled for an unbroken 45 illegal pr 
оп Wednesday, vowing there years. general ц 
would be "no impunity” for — "This is a test of wills be- rein n v 
human rights violatorsin the tween the only two institu- orfacv:i 
country tions in the country that 
Singapore also called for have enough power to mobi. General} 
restraint. The city state is the lize nationally." said Bradley Т 
current chair of the Associa- Babson, a retired World ber ol rn 
= d bu а i 2 at tion of Southeast Asian Na- Bank official in Burma. day wi 
D 5 3 КО c ái tions (Asean), a Southeast “Between those two insti- parti» il 
Asian grouping of which tutions, one of them will troop: -n 
т Burma is a member. crack,” he said. “If they take іп the re} 
"We urge Myanmar au- overt violence against the big «^ 
thorities to exercise utmost monks, they risk igniting the Range»: 
restraint,” Singapore's for. population against them." Th: m 
eign ministry said. "We call Мапу of the monks wore evene 
upon all parties to avoid surgical maskstotrytocoun- ploy oni 
provocative actions and ко teract the effects of tear gas in Rusto 
work towards reconciliation and smoke. lion, ^ 
and a peacefull resolution of Some were beaten and onde: 
the situation." manhandled by riot police as 
France said it must be they were taken away from 
made clear to all Burmese of- the Shwedagon, adding to 
ficials “that they will be held е anger on the streets. militar ¢ 
personally responsible forall Despite defiant crowds Тһе a 
acts of violence committed swirling around downtown up mon 
against the population." Rangoon, the number of dent. n 
- marching monks was well Za Си V 
eet pat peat ed ose oma Monks arrested below levels on Monday апд the пин 
Wj Grm aratatl x Looe st HO 0а. х As many as 200 maroon- Tuesday when they stretched urghiw ;x 
реч ерү Омет FC ee ani easy prinfng deny Nobel omoi макен] fue ae blocks: chanting 
yea i Я outside те gilded “democracy, democracy" 
КДУ я Shwedagon Pagoda as the with no visible security pres- 
Buddhist priesthood, Bur- ence. 


Deep-voiced men have more 


From page Al Harvard University in Mas- est-pitc! 
pitch and the number ofchil- sachusetts, McMaster Uni- three chil 
dren born to them, butnotin versity in Canada and Flori- 
the children's ^ mortality da State University, was the 

aerated IATER: rate,” said Coren Apicella, a first to try to determine if 


“For Budge graduate anthropology stu- there is а link between voice mortality 
For Budget Savvy 151 timo Users gent at Harvard University, pitch inmen and "Darwinian bom 


Ink Compatibility Chart who spent six months in fitness” in humans. Менн 
Mat unc T northern Tanzania last year “Darwinian fitness, in lay signi". 
Low Cost Por Cartdge at PHY 2 Тэта qur сар studying фе nomadic, terms, means the number of 
м Sl p: hunter-gatherer Hadza peo- children we have,” Apicella 
RAB trahis А ple said. | 
Iprit speed of up урт ыш Р soa ар “We found that men with Apicella visited ліпе 
ООО Nee WE 5 deep voices have more chil. Майга encampments and 
key dr we pe сю 2 dren than their high-pitched had 49 men and 52 women product 
7300 F counterparts,” Apicella told from the nomadic tribe “sit pitch im 
МӨМ on WAIN ч Н piene Agence uremia Pesce: Шула River рү ейн 
"But those children were "Hujambo; which means tofecune 
not necessarily healthier, so ‘hello,’ into a microphone,” says 
it doesnt seem like she told AFR Alias 
deep-voiced men аге passing Тһе recordings were then have shoy 
оп good genes to their off- analyzed for frequency. women v 
spring, as has been hypothe- Study participants were voice. vi 
MM sized in the past, but proba- also asked to report how found 1] 
t bly has to do with them hav- many children theyhaveand ofa wr 
эму ервоп.сот.рһ.. ing greater access to wom- how many were still alive. 
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“The man with the low- 

i T est-pitch voice in the study 

Darwinian fitness fathered 10 children, of 

Available in the market Bet The study, which was а whom nine are still living, 

collaborative effort between and the man with the high- 
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mönks defy orders t 
In Rangoon, Burma. 
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Suu Kyi had been moved to 
the notorious Insein prison 
on Sunday, a day after she 
greeted monks in front of her 
lakeside Rangoon home. The 
report could not be con- 
firmed. 

Residents in the northwest 
coastal town of Sittwe, 
which has seen some of the 
biggest crowds to date, said 
10,000 people and a few 
hundred monks were on the 
streets on Wednesday, the 
Buddhist holy day. 

The escalating tension in 
the former Burma gripped 
the annual UN General As- 
sembly in New York 


China's influence 

US President George W. 
Bush, in а speech to the as- 
sembly, called on all coun- 
tries to "help the Burmese 
people reclaim their free- 
dom" and announced fresh 
senctions against the gener- 
als, their supporters and 
families. 

The 27-nation European 
Union said it would “rein- 
force and strengthen” sanc- 
tions against Burma's rulers 
if the demonstrations were 
putdown by force. Reuters, 


with Hadza women, which 
has not yet been reported in 
an official study but which 
she shared with AFP 

The test seems to support 
the hypothesis аг 
low-pitched men make more 
babies because they have 
more success in attracting a 
mate. 

"When I manipulated 
voice pitch, giving the same 
man a lower and higher 
pitched voice, and asked 
women "Who do you think is 
the better hunter” they 
chose the men with lower 
pitched voices,” Apicella 
said. 

"Maybe it's because these 
low-pitched men are better 
hunters that they geta better 
selection of mates," she hy- 
pothesized. 

"Maybe they can bring 
home more food for their 
families, so their wives have 
shorter inter-birth intervals 
because they are able to re- 
sume ovulation more quick- 
к^ АЕР 


ROAD MAP TO DEMOCRACY 
Time for change in Burma, says Romulo 


UNITED NATIONS—THE MILITARY 
rulers of Burma (Myanmar) should 
implement democratic reforms im- 
mediately as promised and avoid 
greater international — isolation, 
Philippine Foreign Secretary Alberto 
Romulo said Tuesday. 

“I believe it is time for them to 
implement that road map to 
democracy they had promised 10, 
11 years ago, Romulo told 
Agence France Presse on the side- 
lines of the UN General Assembly 
where US President George W. 
Bush announced new sanctions 
against the tightly ruled Southeast 
Asian state. 

The move came as the ruling mil- 
itary junta began a crackdown in 
Rangoon (Yangon) after days of 
massive prodemocracy protests. 


Romulo said Burma must open 
up to avoid greater international 
isolation. 

Asked to comment on the US 
move to tighten economic sanctions 
on the leaders of the military 
regime and their financial backers, 
Romulo said: "Whatever Myanmar 
decides to do in terms of imple- 
menting the road map to democra- 
cy, that is the answer.” 


Asean members 

Burma and the Philippines are 
members of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (Aseam), 
which has taken a soft policy on 
Burma. 

"As far as we are concerned, 
they (Burma's military rulers) 
have been promising Asean that 
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they will move on the road map to 
democracy. That promise has been 
repeated so many times," Romulo 
lamented. 

Asean foreign ministers are 
scheduled to meet on Thursday on 
the sidelines of the UN meeting, 
and the latest developments in Bur- 
ma are expected to be among the 
key topics of discussions. 

They are also scheduled on the 
same day to meet US Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice, who is ex- 
pected to press for Asean leverage 
to end the crackdown in Burma and 
to initiate genuine democratic re- 
forms. 

The other Asean members are 
Brunei, Indonesia, Cambodia, Laos, 
Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand and 
Vietnam. AFP 
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Baffling walkout 


ІНЕ THIRD HEARING OF THE SENATE INQUIRY 

into the controversial National Broadband Network 

went as advertised, with explosive testimony from 

alleged bribee, then Socioeconomic Planning Secretary 

Romulo Neri, a vigorous denial from alleged briber Com- 

elec Chair Benjamin Abalos and threshold questions on 

the very principle of executive privilege. There will be 

time to discuss these and other issues 

EDITORIALS raised or revealed in the inquiry, but 

another bombshell lobbed in yester- 
day's high-strung hearing deserves a first look. 

We refer to Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago's outburst 
and subsequent walkout. We find her conduct baf- 
fling—especially because of the powerful arguments she 
herself had marshaled just before walking out. 

The former immigration commissioner did all of us a fa- 
vor by saying a necessary and cautionary word about the 
limits of black-and-white thinking. She noted that conflict 
between the testimony of two witnesses did not necessarily 
mean that one or the other was lying; it could be, she said, 
drawing from her experience as a trial court judge, that 
both were lying, or both were telling the truth—or at least 
the portion of the truth as they saw it. Half-truths, she said. 

We welcome this reminder, a.healthy corrective to the 
tendency of prosecutorial senators to demand only ayes or 
no answer to serious questions, 

Santiago then concluded: “We have to find out, not only 
‘who is telling a lie, but who is telling a half-truth. That is 
the difficulty.” 

Unfortunately, it seems that Santiago decided to make 
herself scarce at the first sign of difficulty. 

The airing of charges and counter-charges from various 
witnesses and the seeming disparity, noted by Sen. Alan 
Peter Cayetano, between the official paper trail and the 
testimony of executive department officials have created a 
complex and potentially confusing picture (we say poten- 
tial, because we get the sense that the public at large is 
putting together a remarkably coherent picture of the NBN 
controversy). Surely Santiago can use her experience and 
her legal expertise to help clarify the picture. 

But Santiago also concluded that the NBN issue was all 
about kickbacks or commissions. (This was a point already 
raised by Sen. Joker Arroyo during the second hearing, 
when he remarked, “This seems to be a battle among ‘com- 
missioners.”) She said she could smell what she called a 
“double-cross syndrome,” insulted China by granting it the 
«dubious honor of inventing corruption and then lashed out 

vat.the parties concerned: “I will not be a party to this 
squabble” for kickbacks, 

And then she walked out. 

We agree with her: something is rotten, something 
stinks, But isn't that reason enough for the Senate to con- 
tinue the investigation, in fact to probe even deeper? If the 
2ТЕ deal pushes through, taxpayers will end up bearing 
the financial burden. All the more reason for Santiago and 
other senators to act as the people’s tribune and expose 
(with fingers held to their noses, if necessary) the source of 
the stench, 


Crimson courage 


ІНЕ SIGHT IS ENOUGH TO CAUSE A LUMP in the 

throat. Tens of thousands of red-robed monks have 

been marching in key cities in Burma (Myanmar) in 
the past week, in a peaceful but powerful protest against 
the country’s repressive military junta. They have been 
Joined by tens of thousands of ordinary citizens, embold- 
‘ened by protest actions that have grown in strength in the 
last month. 

The monks in this devoutly Buddhist country enjoy a 

, Privileged status; the clearest proof of their standing in 
Burmese society lies not in the growing number of sympa- 
thizers they have been able to attract but in the unusually 
tentative treatment they have received from the military 
dictatorship. 

Sadly, the generals who run Burma know only one way 
to resolve an issue: through the use of force. One general 
has already warned of decisive action against the monks if 
the protests continue. It may be only a matter of time be- 
fore the junta orders the use of violence against the 
protesting monks. 

Tt is a shame that undemocratic Burma remains a mem- 
ber of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations. Once 
the crackdown begins, will the rest of Asean simply pay lip 
service to the victims and then look away? 
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LED BY THOUSANDS OF BUDDHIST MONKS, 
clad in traditional saffron robes, Burmese cit 
zens have spilled into streets in people power 
demonstrations against the corrupt four- 
decade-old military junta. 

Today's massive "Saffron Revolt” boiled over 
in less than a month from 400 demonstrators 
who first complained timidly against fuel in- 
creases. Now, mile-long protest columns, from 
Mandalay to Taung Dwin Gyi, demand the 
ouster of the brutal dictatorship. 

The marches recall Mahatma Gandhi's trek 
їп 1930 to assail the salt tax. And the 1986 Peo- 
ple Power here spun off into Czechoslovakia's 
Velvet Uprising, Lebanon's Cedar Revolution, 
Ukraine's Orange Rebellion and Georgia's Rose 
Revolution. Presidents from Bolivia, Peru, Ат- 
gentina to Haiti tumbled before peaceful citi- 
zen action in the 19905. 

But the blood-stained track record of Uzbek- 
istan and Burma underscore the fact that hap- 
py endings are not guaranteed for all people 
power golpes. 

1n 1988, Rangoon devalued the kyat, trigger- 
ing financial turmoil. The military fired on 
demonstrators. The generals didn't bother with 
а body count. But over 3,000 died. Since then, 
ап Orwellian dictatorship has ruled Burma, 

Today, “we are in uncharted territory,” 
British Ambassador Mark Canning told The 
New York Times. “Stimulated by genuine eco- 
nomic hardship, (the demos) are being done in 
a peaceful but very effective fashion." 

Indeed, misrule impoverished one of the re- 
gion's richest countries in terms of natural re- 
sources. A Burmese's life expectancy is 60 
years, compared to a Singaporean's 78. Infant 
mortality is 76, far greater than Vietnam's 17. 
Maternal deaths are 360, nine times higher 
than Malaysia's 41. Burma has 36 doctors for 
every 100,000 citizens, compared to 134 for 
the Philippines. 

‘There's no official state religion. Most of the 
54 million Burmese follow Theravada Bud- 
dhism. And successive governments associated 
themselves conspicuously with Buddhists. There 
are over 400,000 monks who are widely revered. 


AS I WRITE THIS, WHICH IS WEDNESDAY 
morning, Romulo Neri is all set to appear be- 
fore the Senate. I don't know what he will зау. 
He himself advertises his wares by saying that 
what he knows, and can/will say, could drive 
us through the roof and/or out into the streets. 

1 don't know. His record so far doesn't give 
‘me reason to bring out the champagne yet. The 
last time he opened his mouth, he did send us 
through the roof by stopping, or helping stop, 
those of us who were already in the streets. His 
is the face I see every time I remember that we 
had an opportunity to end the "Hello, Garci" 
scandal and truly move on. Several of his fel- 
lows in the Cabinet resigned out of disgust, һе 
did not. In fact he went on to malign them, 
calling them disloyal and treasonous, 

Ошу the other day, he was saying that if he 
was ordered to go to the United States by GMA, 
he would obey because he was bound to do so by 
the oaths he had sworn. Your concept of loyalty 
and treason has nothing to do with loyalty and 
‘treason to the country, and your concept of obli- 
gation has nothing to do with obligation to the 
taxpayers (who are the ones who really pay 
you), you must be a little lost, Will he be found 
today? Will he гит from heel to hero? Abangan. 

1 myself have never really been a believer in 
the "accidental hero." True enough, heroism is 
ап accident in that the opportunity to become a 
hero is not made-to-order. It does not present it- 
self at bidding, like a witness summoned by the 
Senate. It appears from out of the blue like, well, 
an accident. Some people wait all their lives for 
the opportunity to show their worth, the way 
movie stars wait for that one big break when they 
could bedazzle the world with their abilities, on- 
ly to never see it happen, And some people have 
it fall on their laps without thought or courtship. 

You know what they say: Heaven is kind to 
fools and drunks. Who knows? Maybe also to 
economic czars, 

‘The opportunity to become a hero is an acci- 
dent, but the choice to become so, that is not an 
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Saffron revolt 
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Official data undercounts non-Buddhists; they 
probably reach 30 percent but are discriminated 
against. Translations of the Koran and Bible in in- 
digenous dialects, for example, are banned. 

There's no constitutional protection of re 
gious freedom, for monks or minorities like 
Muslims, Christians, Hindus. The junta abro- 
gated those freedoms with the charter in 1998, 
the International Religious Freedom Report 
2007 says. "Government systematically re- 
stricted efforts by the Buddhist clergy to pn 
mote human rights and political freedom.” 

“Here in Burma, we are born afraid,” a senior 
monk told the British Broadcasting Corp. ("In the 
Philippines, there are 60 million cowards and 
two SOBs," a US senator scoffed when the Mar- 
сов dictatorship seemed invincible.) So, where 
does today's audacity in Burma come from? 

Pent-up grievances drive those masses of 
saffron-robed monks and once-cowed citizens, 
despite curfews and the military's threats of 
dispersal. A thousand filed past Aung San Suu 
Куе guarded house where the Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate has been detained since 2003. 
“The Lady (as Burmese call her) came out of 
the house, with two other women and cried," 
as the monks marched by. “She prayed with 
them but did not speak.” 

Today, people wave flags, including some 
bearing portraits of the fighting peacock sym- 
bol of the 1988 uprising, They hand out pic- 
tures of Burmese independence hero Aung 
San, deceased father of the detained opposi- 
tion leader, Reuters reports. They ignore 
threats from a junta apparently taken aback by 
the outpouring. The censored New Light of 
Myanmar newspaper quoted Religious Affairs 
Minister Brig. Gen. Thura Myint Maung as 


‘Tinimbang ka’ 


THERE’S 
THE RuB 


Conrado 
de Quiros 


accident. To make that choice, well, that is the 
summation of what you are. It takes a lifetime 
to produce that instant when, from instinct or 
from a conscious or conscientious sense that 
"there is really no choice,” or when, from a life- 
time of doing the right thing or from the certain- 
ty born of repeated action that the rocky path 
brings you to where you are going and the one 
lined with fronds and palm trees leads only to 
perdition, you choose the path to Valhalla. 

‘That moment has presented itself to Neri. That 
is the moment, solicited earnestly from heaven by 
others with a heroic complexion, or complex, 
when the world looks at you and makes the Bibli- 
cal pronouncement, "You are judged." 

Asitis, his decision to appear before the Sen- 
ate today bodes much promise. It is certainly a 
brave thing to do, Easier to be brave in cocktail 
parties, where you can parade your medals, 
than in the trenches, where you сап scream 
from pain with no une to hear you. You've got 
family, you've got friends, you've got yourself, 
youl think twice before risking everything, not 
least of them your life, to accomplish—what? 
Christ himself balked at the thought of being 
crucified for a humanity that didn’t particularly 
look like it deserved it. Unfortunately, heroism 
and martyrdom often go together and even the 
most resolute Christian and believer in the af- 
terlife must wonder if one's spirit, if not flesh, 
will truly be hovering around to hear the loud. . 
and grief-stricken accolades. 

Мет? immediate predecessors who have ap- 
plied for the job of hero can’t come as a great 
inspiration to him. Chavit Singson didn't 


warning: "Do not to break Buddhist rules and 
regulations." 

This turned ominous when government 
trucks warned of “enforcing the law by military 
dispersal.” It signals the junta's startled real- 
ization that waiting for protests to lose steam 
doesn't work. Daily the crowds grow. What has. 
emerged is the strongest challenge since Suu 
Kyi won the elections by a landslide. 

As the junta's options rapidly narrow, the 
threat of violent reprisal mounts. Thus, UN 
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon urged the "ut- 
most restraint." So did the European Union, 
which pressed for "launching a process of real 
political reform." The Dalai Lama backed the 
monks, while urging the military to avoid vio- 
lence. Sensitive about unrest on its flank, and 
hosting the 2008 Olympics, China makes nois- 
es about “stability and reform." 

"Burma has become an embarrassment to its 
nine partners in the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations," The New York Times noted. 
Asean has become increasingly blunt in calling. 
for reforms. Carnage on Burma's streets could 
Jack up demands for its expulsion from Asean 

"Since the 19705, the trend has been towards. 
.. a gradual global shift from violent 'people's 
war to non-violent people power,” Jesse Walker 
notes in the study, "The Other Insurrections." 
Everywhere, military establishments are more 
reluctant to repress demonstrators, says Me 
сап author Elena Pontiawoska. 

That cuts litle ice with the generals who 
rule Burma: Gen, Than Shwe, a former postal 
clerk, who became head of state in 1992; Gen. 
Maung Aye, a xenophobe linked to drug lords. 
inthe Golden Triangle; and Gen. Soe Win, who 
smashed the democracy party. 

"It may be too late to urge the generals to be 
calm. All bets are off. Even the Chinese will 
have no influence on what they do,” warns 
Burma expert David Mathieson. 

Will young Burmese officers shoot their own 
people? If and when the generals spill blood, 
do we just look the other way? 


E-mail: juanlmercado@gmail.com 


squeal on Erap out of conviction, or as his 
overnight believers then made it out to be, out 
of being struck by light like St. Paul on the road 
to Damascus, and needing to turn ín a new 
leaf. He did so out of fear or out of being near- 
struck by an assassination attempt by Atong 
Angs minions on the road to nowhere. 

Even Joey de Venecia who has risen to seem- 
ingly heroic heights taking on Leandro Men- 
doza and company isn’t squealing on GMA or 
her husband (are they really distinguishable?) 
out of nobleness, or as his current admirers are 
portraying it to be, out of a desire to salvage 
the De Venecia name. He is doing it out of vest- 
ed interest, or out of a desire to promote his 
own family’s bid for a broadband contract, 
Joker Arroyo wasn't entirely being a joke when 
he described the Mendoza-De Venecia set-to in 
the Senate asa fight between fixers. 

It’s Neri who stands on the brink of true 
heroism. If he decides to tell the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth today 
(or yesterday when this comes out), it can only 
be from the need to salve his conscience and 
find peace with himself. Which is really what 
makes a hero, someone who simply does “what 
is right," with no thought of posterity, which is 
why posterity listens. It can only be from the 
position of someone who stands to lose the 
whole world (P200 million is pretty close to it) 
but gain his soul. But this is the part where I go 
back to heroism, though an accidental oppor- 
tunity, not being an accidental choice. It takes 
alifetime to make that choice. 

Has Neri’s life prepared him for this cross- 
roads, to make the heroic choice at what he de- 
scribes, a la the Phantom of the Opera, as the 
point of no return? 

The Biblical phrase, if I recall right, is: "You 
have been judged, and found wanting.” It is 
the title of one of Lino Brocka's most famous. 
films: “Tinimbang Ka, Ngunit Kulang.” 

1 can only hope heaven goes with Neri today 
and makes him supply a different ending to it. 
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THE APPEARANCE OF FORMER SOCIOECO- 
momic Planning Secretary Romulo Neri in the 
Senate was hyped for a whole week in the tri-me- 
dia as no other event has been in recent memory. 
There were melodramatic allegations about his 
life being in danger and invoking prayers for his. 
safety. So many groups, including members of 
that colored movement, kept breathing down the 
poor Cabinet officials neck for him to "tell the 
truth’ and it seemed he hyped it all the more by 
making them believe he had the smoking gun. 
But in the end, Neri merely admitted having been 
offered a P200-million bribe by Comelec С 
Benjamin Abalos, but he refused to divulge what 
he discussed subsequently with President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo on the ZTE project, invoking "exec- 
utive privilege." The bomb proved to be a dud. 

‘The Senate hearing brought out several 
things. One is the thorough uselessness of a set- 
up where witnesses are made to confront each 
other in a public forum like the Senate, only to 
contradict each other; it only made the sena- 
tors feel useless. Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santia- 
go putit accurately when she noted that at best. 
Neri and Abalos, under oath, were telling only 
half-truths or half lies, making the whole hear- 
ing an exercise in futility. It only highlighted the 
opinion of legal columnist Jose C. Sison that the 
court of public opinion (including the Senate) 
is not effective as there are no ways to check 
and counter-check allegations. The far better 
forum, in his opinion, is the court of law where 
witnesses are confronted with hard evidence in 
a neutral forum and where they're able to fully 
defend themselves, without the browbeating of 
very partisan politicians out to pin down the 
President. 

‘What the hearings brought out is the odious 
behavior of some senators, especially Senators 
Jamby Madrigal and Aquilino Pimentel. The 
latter's bitterness over his son's defeat gave 
way to such bastos behavior toward Abalos sel- 
dom seen in the chamber. No matter how bitter 
he is, Pimentel should observe proper parlia- 
mentary conduct. Something has happened to 
him over the years, which saddens me because T 
knew a very different Nene long ago. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


OPINION 


Hyping up Neri 


POLITICAL 
Тірвітѕ 


Belinda E 
Olivares-Cunanan 


In times like ours, music is a great healer. We 
were invited by realtor Eduardo Н. Yap to the “Au- 
tumn Festival” sponsored by the ancient group 
called Confrerie de la Chaine des Rotisseurs, Bail- 
liage de Manille, at the Mandarin Hotel ballroom. 
‘The dinner affair sought to recreate one of the two 
most important Chinese festivals: the Autumn Fes- 
tival, which dates back to the Zhou Dynasty 3,000 
years ago; it was also a tribute to China as one of 
the world's top three culinary kingdoms, along 
with France and Turkey. The 80 guests, who came 
in elegant Chinese outfits, were treated to Chinese 
dances and songs related to the harvest moon, and 
a menu and spirits befitting the company of em- 
perors, as well as good luck tips from renowned 
Hong Kong geomancer Joseph Chau—all woven 
deftly by emcee Johny Litton. 

But for me, the piéce de résistance was the cul- 
tural program featuring operatic arias from soprano 
Elaine Lee and tenors Sherwin Sozon and George 
Yang, accompanied on the piano by Jude Агеора; 
ta. Capping the cultural fare was a beautiful “su 
prise number" courtesy of the Bailliage de Manilles 
chargé de mission Ed Yap. He went to great lengths 
to show us the video clip featuring the late great Lu- 
ciano Pavarotti singing “Nessun Dorma” from the 
opera “Turandot” at the Baths of Caracalla in Rome 
many years ago, when his voice was at its peak. 
Watching and hearing Pavarotti, who passed away 
recently, belt out that aria with tears in his eyes 
made everyone's hair stand on end. 

Fr Pierre Tritz, founder of Erda Foundation 
and the Erda Technical-Vocational School and 
other organizations, celebrated his 93rd birth- 
day last Sept. 19, among students from the 
most marginalized sectors whom he has nur- 


tured the past 23 years. The students are as- 
sured of a bright future because of the untiring 
Jove and devotion of this saintly priest, who un- 
til now ing around the world for 
funds for their scholarships. Fr. Tritz is sched- 
шей to leave for France on Oct. 17 for another 
such mission with Fr. Johnny Go, who chairs 
the joint Erda boards. 
At a rousing birthday program staged by 600 
scholars of Erda Tech, Fr. Tritz told me he's the 
oldest “working” member of the exclusive club 
of Jesuits in the Philippine Province, who are 90 
years old and above. The oldest is Fr. Juan 
Ledesma, 102, who offers his daily sufferings for 
the Church at the Jesuit residence infirmary. Fr 
Federico Martinez, 94, who is also ailing, stays at 
the Loyola House of Studies. Fr. Tritz, 93, still 
‘works at Erda in the daytime and is night chap- 
lain at the Hospital of the Infant Jesus in Sam- 
paloc, Manila. Fr. Gerard Braun, 91, aGerman, is 
now in Fordham University. And Fr. James B. 
Reuter, also 91, stays at the Xavier House in Sta. 
‘Ana and remains active in the communications 
field and with the Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
of the Philippines. The “babies” are Fr. Miguel A. 
Bernad, 90, a distinguished man of letters who 
stays at the Xavier University in Cagayan de Oro 
and still lectures occasionally, and Fr. Santiago 
Leon, also 90, who still hears confession at Mary 
the Queen Parish in San Juan, Metro Manila. 
‘Mabuhay po kayong lahat! 


Devotees of St. Therese of Lisieux, the Little 
Flower of Jesus, will be happy to know about the 
annual tridum їп her honor at the Carmelite 
Monastery on 4 Gilmore, Quezon City. On Satur- 
day, Sept. 29, at 6 p.m. Mass will be celebrated by 
Bishop Rolando Tirona, OCD, of Infanta, Quezon, 
with the world famous Madrigal Singers singing. 
On Sunday also at 6 p.m., Mass will be said by Rev. 
Fr, Emmanuel Hirschauer of Notre Dame de Vie, 
with the San Carlos Seminary choir. On Monday, 
the Feast of St. Therese itself, at 6 p.m., Mass will 
be celebrated by Bishop Honesto Ongtioco, with 
the San Jose Seminary Choir. Veneration of St. 
Therese's relics as well as фе blessing of roses will 
be held after each Mass. (Devotees are asked to 
bring their own roses.) 


Hospices for the poor, piglets for women 


HOW EXCITING AND CHALLENGING IT IS TO 
work among the young, the promising, the poor 
who are strong and who could claim a future. 
How wonderful it is to count the successes. 

But how noble it is to work among the forgot- 
ten and the least, among those who do not matter 
even to their own next of kin. They have no 
wealth to give back, just a smile and a thank you, 
and a lesson or two on how to love. 

Thave just read about an Asia-Pacific Confer- 
ence on hospice care that is starting today here in 
Manila. The Philippines must now be on the map 
of hospice care. 

‘The Philippines is now known as a trainin 
ground for caregiving and a source of healt 
workers for the world—in both the domestic set- 

"ting and institutions such as hospitals; hospices 
and nursing homes. 

Professional caregiving in the domestic setting 
is commonly associated with overseas work or 
with the rich who can afford to hire caregivers. 
This chore used to be part of the household chore 
of yayas and houseboys, but now, one can hire 
trained ones who want to earn while waiting for 
overseas employment. 

In the past, the word hospice conjured up im- 
ages of old, sick, poor, unwanted and abandoned 
people with nowhere to go and left in homes such 
as the ones founded by Mother Teresa. Or of rich, 
elderly folk entrusted by their next of kin to the 
hands of church-run institutions where they 
could be cared for and live comfortably until they 

lied. 

Until recently, the word hospice was not com- 
monly mentioned in the Philippines and the one 
most people knew was Hospicio de San Jose run 
by nuns near the Malacafiang area and which, if1 
am not mistaken, dates back to the Spanish era. 

The common impression was that hospices 
were for rich nations whose people were too busy 
to care for their old and sick family members. Fil- 
ipinos usually take care of their loved ones in their 
Own homes as culture dictated. But now new ways 
of caregiving for both the rich and the poor are in 
place and hospice care has come of age. 
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Ma. Ceres P Doyo A Аа 


Mother Teresa-type institutions аге по longer 
the only ones that take in the sick, dying poor. 
Committed lay persons have taken on the Job asa 
part of their ministry, raising their own funds so 
that the poor may also experience loving care. The 
poor need not be terminally ill, and with proper 
care and medication, they could have a new lease 
on life and have meaningful lives once again. 

Ihave had the opportunity of visiting and erpe- 
riencing such places, and then leaving so much 
inspired and edified. One of these is Anawim, 
Home of God's Poor. 

‘Anawim is nestled in a sprawling five-hectare 
property in the outskirts of Montalban, Rizal. Itis 
run by Anawim Lay Missions Foundation Inc., the 
“mercy mission” of the Light of Jesus Community, 
а Catholic charismatic group founded by Bo 
Sanchez, a lay married preacher. Anawim is the 
Hebrew word for “the poor of the Lord.” 

 Anawim' residents come from different walks 
of life and circumstances. Somewhere, sometime, 
ata certain point in their lives, they reached a dead 
end. For most of them, there was no one and noth- 
ing left except a last painful stretch of a life that. 
had yet to be spent. To whom would they go? 

‘The stories of their lives are varied and rich 
Like the story of Jose Jobahib, in his late 70s, who 
‘once lived in the Payatas dump slums. He was ай 
set to go to the Quiapo Bridge in Manila. He was 
taking with him Judith, his 48-year-old daughter 
with Down's syndrome, and with her tied to him, 
he was going to jump off the bridge. Anawim 
found them and they found Anawim. 

Madre de Amor Hospice based in Laguna is not a 
facility in the strict sense of the word because ће 


tents live in their own homes. In other words, 
ospice care—medication, counseling, ete—is 
Drought to their homes by trained professionals and 
‘volunteers. A good friend of mine, Monina Allarey 
Mercado, is one of the founders of Madre de Amor. 

Iwas able to visit the home of a woman with an 
inoperable breast tumor the size of a 10-kilo jack- 
fruit. That was two years ago. She was washing 
clothes, laughing heartily, when 1 found her. She 
is still very much around, Monina told me. 

The, Philippine, Cancer, Society also has а 
home-based “hospice care." I was able to visit ter- 
minally ill patients in slums and hovels and see 
for myself how holes-in-the wall could be trans- 
formed into comfortable “pre-departure areas." 

It was moving to see poor and emaciated pa- 
tients brighten up when the hospice team came to 
ease their pain and utter comforting words. 

10 women, 10 pigs. There I was, a journalist, 
bringing to а 5-star hotel dinner a sheaf of paper 
with the digital photos and mini-bios of 10 very 
poor women of Dingalan, Aurora. I was submitting 
it to my friend, Hong Kong-based Daphne Ceniza 
Kuok. Though comfortably married and ensconced 
in Hong Kong, Daphne is still an activist through 
and through. She's involved with International 
Care Ministries and also helps Filipino workers in 
Hong Kong. The fire within her has not died. 

1 told Daphne that some friends of mine from 
NGOs pooled their money (P10,000 each) to help 
poor women in Aurora get out of the wreckage of 
last years typhoon, Each woman was given 
P10,000 (which can't even buy an IV) worth of 
piglet, feeds, etc. (never cash) until the pig was 
ready for selling. This worked, and the sales 
earned the women a little something, like good 
meals for their families. 

The problem: Every P10,000, as agreed upon, 
had to be taken back so that other clamoring 
women ("Kami naman”) could have a crack at it, 
тоо. If only the women could hold on toit fora lit- 
tle longer, like two to three years, and make it run 
a full cycle. Gets nyo? 


Send feedback to cerespd @info.com.ph 


Hiding the smoking gun 


These extracts from my liveblogging of the Sen- 
ate hearing speak for themselves (the whole thing is 
on www.inquireblogger.com/current) 


NERI: LET ME GIVE YOU FACTS. CHAIRMAN 
Abalos came to visit me at Neda, I forgot the 
dates, looked at calendar. Sometime last last year, 
early this year... 1 cannot recall what we dis- 
cussed, frankly, I have poor memory... But I be- 
lieve we had lunch meeting arranged by Chinese 
Embassy, one or two Chinese officials of embassy 
and of ZTE, Abalos there with us. I left meeting 
before dessert because ZTE officials were heavy 
smokers, couldn't stand smoke, don't know what 
transpired. Then a golf game at Wack Wack. 

Villar: Long game? 

N: Nice game, chairman was charming. Some- 
thing he said surprised me. He said, Sec. may 200 
ka dito. Since he was host, I chose to ignore it. 

V: What did you say? 

N: Too shocked to say anything. Told my staff 
tobe careful assessing project and with the cost- 
ings, told my Neda staff what was told me. 

V Did you think what the 200 was for? 

N: I guess—you know how it is in golf, you hit 
the ball, walk, discuss things alittle... 

V: Thav’s all ? 

М: Uh, for the moment that's all 1 have to say. 

V: In the discrete investigation of the executive 
were you invited to shed light on this deal? 

N: Iwas not asked. 

V: Never asked? 

N: Never. 

Cayetano: 200? million? thousand? 

N: No amount 

С: Abalos, will you confirm or deny that? 

А: What's the 200? He himself doesn't know! 
(Crowd laughs.) 


Lacson: Did you tell the President? 

Neri: Yes. 

1: What did she do? 

N: She told me to ignore it, we then discussed 
other things. 


THE LoNc View 


Manuel L. Quezon III 


L: How did you report it? 
N: Over the phone. Chairman Abalos offered 
me 200 million. 


sos. 

L: What did she tell you to do? 

N: Not to take it. 

L: News of a Palace investigation. 

‘What did she do? 

М: Iwas not privy to any investigations. 

L: Was she shocked? 

N: It was over the phone, I didn't see her facial 
expression. 

Estrada: Neri, Abalos just said you were lying 
under oath. Is he also lying under oath when he 
forgot or cannot recall bribe offer? 

N: I have a very clear recollection of that inci- 
dent. Perhaps chairman forgot about it. 

Abalos: I said he's lying when he said I offered 
him 200 million pesos. 

E: Aside from Mrs. Arroyo, did you tell anyone 
of this 200 pesos, 200 thousand or 200 million? 

N: My lawyers. 

E: Would you confirm Mrs. Arroyo told you not 
to accept bribe? 

N: Yes. 

: But she instructed you to approve the ZTE. 
N: Well, I let the process push through, much 
as Told my staff... 

E: Were you not pressured to approve? 

Neda and boards collegial bodies. 
E: You expressed reluctance? 

N: Neda ICC minutes show usual debate... 
healthy debate. 

E: At first you expressed reluctance? 


N: Nol Hike the project. 
: BOT basis? 

N: We live it up to the agency as to how it's 

structured. 

Abalos’ involvement? 

cannot say, we had several meetings, there 
was the meeting upon invitation of Chinese Em- 
bassy. I told ZTE of President's preference that it 
be BOT, probably BOT. Take or pay. I made it clear 
those were wishes of President. 

Pangilinan: Did you ever discuss it again with 
the President, the bribe? 

Neri: No. 

Р: The deal, did the President follow it up? 

N: May I claim executive privilege, because 
this involves conversations between me and the 
President. 

P: Executive privilege can be claimed only by 
the President and executive secretary. 

М: Conversations, too. 

Legarda: Are you saying there was any govern- 
ment official who instructed you to favor ZTE? Was 
this conveyed by your invoking executive privilege? 

Neri: No official higher than me other than the. 
President your honor. We don't vote on manner of 
implementation. We vote on whether viable or 
not. 

L: Were you overruled? 

М: As I said collegial, my own personal prefer- 
ence doesn’t matter anymore. 

L: Did you discourage President from pursuing 
this project? 

N: As I said this is covered by executive privi- 
lege, conversations with the President. 


Pangilinan: Neri, are you invoking executive 
privilege on authority of the President? 

N: Yes 

P: Proof? 

N: I can secure it, Iwas told... 

P: Who instructed you? 

N: Executive secretary told me to invoke it. 


t 
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Rites of brotherhood 


1 DO NOT MOURN FOR CRIS ANTHONY MENDEZ AS 
much as I mourn for him, who at the very moment I am writ- 
ing is kneeling on the floor of a dimly lit basement some- 
where in Quezon City. Blindfolded, he tries to summon all 
the bravery inside him to endure the pain of his would-be 
brothers insults and jabs while reciting the four doctrines of 


brotherhood. 


He remembers his mother and her admonitions as he took 


the bus that would 
take him to Manila, 
to the country's top 
university, and to a 
bright future: 
“Huwag kang sasali 
sa frat ha. Ikama- 
matay ko pag nala- 
mang ko na sumali 
ka (Don't ever join a 
fraternity. It will kill 
me if knew that you 


Young BLoop 


Marc ТР. Cebreros 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below. —Ed. 


joined one)" A sharp slap brings him back to the painful re- 


ality of his 


ation. “O, magqui-quit ka na? Ililibing ka 


namin ng buhay para di ka na makita ng nanay mong probin- 
syana (Are you ready to quit? We will bury you alive so that 
your probinsyana of a mother will no longer see you).” 

tall started with an innocent text, saying: "We would like 


to invite you to lunch this Monday. Be assured that this 


volves no commitment. We just want you to meet some peo- 
ple who would be helpful in law school and beyond.” 

He ignored the text but could not refuse his classmate's in- 
vitation to meet the partners of a top law firm. Law is all 
about networking, expanding your contacts, he was told. In- 
deed, what is there to lose with a tête-à-tête with the part- 


ners of The Office? 


A30-minute ride to Makati and a couple of hours of hand- 
shakes, a video and frat talk later, they asked him to quantify 
in terms of percentage his inclination to join. Sensing his hes- 
itance, they applied less subtle pressure, and loaded up ће 
incentives: “Why join in fourth year when seniority affords a 
lot of privileges?" “The fraternity would help you adapt to 
law school better than the rest of your block.” "Even before 
you graduate, a junior associate spot is reserved for you; just 
make sure you maintain decent grades.” 

The bait became juicier and more irresistible. And then, 
the fat and elusive catfish swallowed the bait. 

First, the rules: A neophyte is a slave to his masters. Some 
masters demand greater service, in light of their seniority. 
‘The Lord is the master of all. His word is law. Memorize the 
doctrines by heart, and no matter what happens, don't have 
the temerity of looking your master straight in the eye. Not to 
worry ... think of it as adult role-playing. 

The first blow is always the most painful. The blindfold 
serves its purpose. He has no way of knowing who hit him, 
He can only hear the taunts. "Tm Satan. Welcome to hell.” 

‘The hours seem to grind sluggishly, until the final three 
slaps, and the words “Arise” restore it to life. 

“Hail, our brother N," the erstwhile masters sing boister- 
ously. "Hail, our brother through and throught” 

The next day, he comes late for his Persons and Family Law 


class. Fortunately, his sleeves 
searching gaze of the professor 
“Prat life couldn't be so bad,” he murmurs to himsel 


le the bruises from the 


“But 


why do I have this funny feeling that something bad is about 
to happen?" He has survived the final rites of brotherhood 
but the greater challenge of proving his worth lies ahead. 

‘There are only five duties on the list, but the duties of a 
brod seem endless. Meetings, integration and projects—he 
wasn'tsure, but a good dose of RT. Hilbay's Legal Method has 
taught him that the reality of these words lies in actual prac- 
tice. Meetings consist of an afternoon spent at the tambayan, 
showing off to the ladies, forcing the new aspirant to slap his 
face repeatedly while reciting the frat motto. Integrations 
are nothing but veggie food, Red Horse and macho tales. 
Projects are the easiest to do: just make sure to stuff metal 
knuckles and pipes and sharp daggers into your backpack, 
and a bonnet in your pocket, and you have a good chance of 
survival when the next rumble erupts. 

Once a fratman, always a fratman. Its like marriage—per- 
manent and indissoluble—his brods remind him. But the 
pangs of guilt and regret persist: the broken promise to Ma- 
ma, danger lurking in every corner, the faces of evil following 


anywhere he goes, the m: 


the mirror, ghostly and pale, 


almost unrecognizable. He had felt Death's blows and heard 
him hiss on that painful night at the basement and eluded 


him. Now, he sees Death, face to face, in the mirror of life. 


Marc TD. Cebreros, 21, isa freshman at the UP College of Law. 
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tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 


Tuey SAID 


of who survives." 


ofthe Garci tapes 


Provocation 

“I think it tells us, ‘You should be very afraid, you 
shouldn't speak out about what's going on around the 
world.’ And that's exactly the opposite of what we 
want to do as women activists. We are going to speak 
ош. We are going to investigate what's happening to 
women. And we will protest." 
—Human rights advocate Judith Mirkinson, after being barred 
by immigration officers from flying out of the country, along. 
with evo other visiting officers 
work USA, because of suspected links with Afghanistan s Taliban 


No winners 

“I will be the last to advocate a violent mode for 
change. Because if there's one thing that had been im- 
pressed upon me, it's that the minute violence erupts 
it's uncontrollable and there are no victors, regardless 


—Sen. Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino III 


Outnumbered 

“We might have been outnumbered, but we were 
never out-thought or out-argued.” 
T Administration Sen. Joker Arroyo, conceding that the admin- 
istration senators did not have tne numbers to block the playing 


ye activist group Gabriela Net- 


‘The National Associ 
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Pardon will invite world’s scorn 


AFTER TAKING THE HIGH ROAD 
in bringing former President 
Joseph Estrada to trial and secur- 
ing a conviction against him, the 
nation will be retreating to inter- 
national ridicule and disrespect by 
cravenly trying to appease him 
witha presidential pardon—if cer- 
tain officials and politicians have 
their way. 

‘The judicial process regarding 
President Estrada is not yet over. 
Although a guilty verdict has been 
handed down, he has the right to 
appeal it before the Sandigan- 
bayan and the Supreme Court, 
even as he continues to insist, up 
1o now, that he is not guilty and 
that the verdict against him is un- 
fair and unjust. 

For certain officials of the ad- 
ministration to be offering him at 


Emirates Airline is 


THIS IS TO CLARIFY CERTAIN 
matters, regarding emirates Ait- 
line, that several recent Ingumer 
columns and news items have re- 
ported on. 

Emirates Airline is a profitable 
business that must stand on its 
own two feet. The airline does 
not receive subsidy and never 
had. 

In 1985, the government of 
Dubai gave $10 million in start-up 
capital to the airline; later it also 
invested $88 million in aviation 
infrastructure, which included 
two Boeing 727 aircraft and the 
Emirates Training Centre build- 
ing. Emirates Airline has paid the 
government of Dubai а total of 
$505 million in dividends—a re: 
turn five times in excess of invest- 
ment. 

Our annual financial reports 
are audited by Pricewaterhouse 
Coopers and have been published 
via news releases. They are avail- 
able on the Internet and public do- 
mains. Interested parties may log 
оп to http://www.ekgroup.com/ 


this time a presidential pardon is 
wrongheaded and contrary to law. 
It took our justice system six years 
and considerable treasure to try 
and resolve this case against Presi- 
dent Estrada. Now, for the sake of 
dubious political points, some 
would waive it all away. 

This is not the intent or spirit of 
the law, nor the meaning of justice 
being tempered with mercy. The 
verdict must first be applied be- 
fore any thought of tempering it 
should be entertained. Above all, 
there must be some sense of con- 
trition or remorse on the part of 
the offender before he can be con- 
sidered eligible for pardon. 

In the history of the world, we 
find numerous examples of the 
honorable course for a nation to 
follow in handling the celebrated 


cases of former leaders who ran 
afoul of the law. That course is for 
the nation to be firm and fair, and 
to pay decent regard not only for 
the opinion of its people but that 
of the international community as 
well. 

This is the course which Peru is 
now following in seeking justice 
against its former president, Al- 
berto Fujimori, after seven years 
of trying to repatriate him. This is 
the course which Korea followed 
in trying and convicting two of its 
former presidents. This is also the 
course the Philippines has fol- 
lowed in bringing President Estra- 
da to court. We risk the scorn of 
other nations if we just throw 
away the vindication we won at 
such great cost and effort. 

—SEN. RICHARD GORDON 


‘best in class,’ stands on its own 


‘AnnualReports/Index.asp to ac- 
cess our latest financial results on- 
line. 

Emirates Airline competes and 
thrives in the open skies environ- Е 
ment of Dubai, which is served by 
more than 110 airlines from 
around the world. We buy fuel in 
the open market and pay landing 
fees and other taxes as every other 
airline. 

The airline also firmly believes 
that government intervention in 
the form of limiting market access 
to competing airlines reduces 
competition, stifles growth, disad- 
vantages customers and harms 
those airlines demanding protec- 
tion. 

The Middle East is not a single 
entity, neither is Asia Pacific 
Putting all carriers from the Mid- 
dle East in one basket would be аз 
incorrect as saying that all Asia- 
Pacific carriers are one and the 
same. Emirates Airline operates 
оп a wholly commercial basis and 
has grown incrementally because 
of a sound business strategy that 


demands sustainability. The air- 
line draws from its own strengths. 
and resources. 

Since its founding in 1985, 
irates Airline has become a 
global, full-service airline. Its 
Success has consistently been 
recognized worldwide by some 
of the most prestigious institu- 
tions as "best in class" across the. 
fall range of its operations. The 
group now boasts of more than 
300 international awards from 
organizations, among them Sky- 
trax, Australian Federation of 
Travel Agents, The Daily Tele- 
graph,  Ultratravel, — Globe 
Awards, Official Airline Guide, 
Business Traveler Awards and 
Airfinance Journal. 

Ме hope this clarification will 
provide a balanced view for the 
benefit of Inquirer readers. 

—GIGIE BAROA, 

country manager-Philippines, 
Emirates, 

18/F Pacific Star Building, 
Sen. Gil Puyat cor. 

Makati Avenue, Makati City 
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LETTERS 


LGUs in CARP 
implementation 
not a good idea 


ACCORDING TO A NEWS REPORT, 
the Visayas Area Business Confer- 
ence held in Bacolod City recom- 
mended a review of the Compre- 
hensive Agrarian Reform Law be- 
fore the government decides to ex- 
tendit. It also pushed for the partic- 
ipation of local government units in 
the implementation of the agrarian 
reform program, including in the 
identification and selection of bene- 
ficiaries. We, however, believe that 
this might not be a good idea. 

First of all, there are quite a num- 
ber of municipalities or provinces 
whose mayors or governors are also 
the biggest landowners. A good ex- 
ample are the towns of San Andres, 
San Narciso and San Francisco in 
Quezon province. In such a situa- 
tion, can we expect the local gov- 
ernment units to genuinely partici 
pate in the redistribution of large 
haciendas? In other areas, the may- 
ors might not be landowners but 
the big landowners are their biggest 
financial backers. Naturally, they 
won't also help in implementing the 
agrarian reform program. 

Secondly, allowing mayors to 
identify and select the beneficia- 
ries might result in a selection pri- 
marily based on who the benefi- 
caries voted for and not on 
whether they are landless. Or the. 
beneficiaries might be chosen 
based on their "subservience" to 
the landowners, who could pre- 
tend that their lands have been re- 
distributed even though in reality 
the lands remain in their posses- 
sion and under their control. 

—RAFFY REY HIPOLITO, 


Partnership for Agrarian Reform 
and Rural Development Services, 
parrds@yahoo.com 


estimate) 


situation. 


dividuals 


advocacy officer, 


walka free тал. 


Indeed, the same piece of land 
could have as many different 
"market values" depending on 
what use the appraisal of the 
property serves—i.e., “low value" 
for purposes of taxation (favors 
the owner who will pay low tax- 
es); "high value"—as in the Batan- 
gas case—for expropriation pur- 
poses (provides unscrupulous in- 
unwarranted 


Our sentiments for him do not 
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Congress asked to fast-track reform 
of Philippines’ land valuation system 


NEAL CRUZS COLUMN, “GREED 
in Batangas Port land case” (Inoum- 
En, 9/21/07) serves as a reminder 
that the government should put or- 
der to the chaotic system of land 
valuation in this country. 

The system has deprived many 
poor landowners of their rightful 
income from the “true market val- 
ue” of their property, abetted cor- 
ruption, discouraged the growth 
of the land market, and spelled 
millions in unrealized tax rev- 
enues for the government. 

Аз Cruz pointed out in his col- 
штп, the rise in the market value 
of the Batangas property (subject 
of expropriation) from P298.44 
per sq m (Bureay of Internal Rev- 
enue's “Zonal Value") and P336.83 
persqm (Philippine Ports Authori- 
ty Land Acquisition Committee's 
to the astronomical 
P8,000 per sq m demanded by the 
mew owners (businessmen and 
lawyers who bought portions of 
the same property from the farm- 
ers for as low as P600 per sq m) is 
‘unexplainable, mind-boggling and 
infuriating—imagine the govem- 
ment, through the PPA, unable to 
implement а vital development 
project because of this ludicrous 


money while multiplying the cost 
of government projects); “very 
low value" for the agrarian reform 
program (disadvantages legiti- 
mate landowners fully dependent 
on land for livelihood), etc. 

There are a number of govem- 
ment agencies performing land 
valuation or appraisal. The major 
ones among them are the BIR for 
the Zonal Values as basis for land 
taxes imposed by the national gov- 
еттеп, such as Capital Gains 
Tax, Documentary Stamp Tax, and 
Estate Tax; the local government 
units for the Schedule of Market 
Values (SMV) as basis for assess- 
ment of Real Property Tax; the De- 
partment of Public Works and 
Highways for expropriation pur- 
poses; and the bank and private 
appraisers for collaterals or mort- 
gages. Each of them use their own 
methodologies, systems and other 
considerations resulting in multi 
ple and confusing valuations. 

‘The 14th Congress should pass 
the Valuation Reform Act (VRA) 
which seeks to establish a set of 
valuation standards at par with in- 
ternational valuation standards, 
provide a single valuation base for 
tax and other purposes, separate 
valuation from tax administration 
and policy, and have a single agen- 
cy to oversee and provide leader- 
ship in real property valuation. 

—MA. PRESENTACION 
R.MONTESA, 

executive director, 
Bureau of Local Government 
Finance, Department of Finance, 
8/PEDPCBldg., Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas Complex, 


quick Roxas Boulevard, Manila 


Erap trial waste of public funds 


AFTER SPENDING HUNDREDS 
of millions of pesos to convict 
Joseph Estrada for plunder, the 
government is going to let him 


matter. Yes, he deserves pity some- 

how. However, he does not deserve 

to bea free man at all. Justice must 
be served. Justice must prevail. 

—JOSEPH UMADHAY, 

joseph germinGyahoo.com 


$1.7 M for UP 


SAN FRANCISCO—UNIVERSITY OF THE 
Philippines president Emerlinda R. Roman 
couldn't be happier these days. 

In the recent convention of the UP 
Alumni Association in America (UPAAA) 
in this fabled "city by the bay" Roman 
came as the guest speaker for this biennial 
event. At the end of the gala evening, she 
had raised a staggering $1.7 million for 
the University of the Philippines. If that 
isn'ta knock-out, 1 don’t know what word 
touse. 

Someone who was not even a UP alum- 
mus wrote out a check for $500,000 right 
then and there without blinking. But more 
about this later. 

The magic word for the evening was 
“centennial.” Roman's message was com- 
pelling. "In less than a year,” she began, 
“we will be 100 years old.” While annive: 
saries are occasions for reflection and re- 
membrance, she continued, “they also 
present an opportunity for ws to look for- 
ward to UP's future." Citing part of UP's 
proud history, she noted that the institu- 
tion has survived "two world wars, a dicta- 
torship, two Edsa revolutions, and count- 
less threats to its autonomy and freedom." 
And she thanked the faculty, staff, alumni 
and friends who have loyally stood by the 
university in * ood times and bad. 

Roman prc-erred an impressive Power- 
Point review of her two years in office and 
an agenda for the future, both long-range 
and the upcoming 2008 UP centennial 
When she assumed office in 2005, she put 
together а 10-point Plan (2005-2011) 
aimed at strengthening UP's position as the 
leading research and development univer- 
sity in the country. She stressed the central- 
ity of science and technology in this aca- 
demic vision and developed an agenda for 
the “Emerging Fields in Science and Tech- 
nology Program.” She created a Scientific 
Productivity System (SPS) to encourage 
productivity in scientific programs for na- 
tional development. This groundbreaking 
initiative provides rewards to talented fac- 
ulty and scientists who pursue cutting-edge 
research in the natural and physical sci- 
ences, medicine, agriculture, fisheries, en- 
gineering, social sciences and other disci- 
plines. The first UP Scientist Program's 
“productivity awards” were given in 2006. 
Roman is concerned about faculty leaving 
UP and the incentives system of rewarding 
talent and productivity might be one way 
of making them stay. 

Her leadership has also generated a "Na- 
tional Science Complex and Technology In- 
‘cubation Park,” which is designed to serve 
as the “national hub for the generation and 
application of new scientific knowledge in 
the natural and applied sciences and mathe- 
matics.” 

In line with her visionary goals, she has 
embarked on à number of structural 
changes ranging from tuition adjustments 
to downsizing unproductive programs, to 
upgrading һийййп rbsources for the ugiver- 
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sitys vast and diverse constituencies. She 
has streamlined administrative operations, 
and major units like the Philippine General 
Hospital have achieved a dramatic 
“turnaround” in their fiscal operations. Ro- 
man has a doctorate in business administra- 
tion and was previously dean of the UP busi- 
ness college. 

Roman's impressive accomplishments are 
too numerous to mention in this limited 
space, and leadership may regain lost 
ground for UP which has fallen by the way- 
side in recent decades and left behind by 
Asia's most outstanding universities 

The “powerhouse donor” of half a million 
dollars is the legendary Diosdado Banatao, 
sometimes known as the “Bill Gates of the 
Philippines.” Currently a managing partner 
of Tallwood Venture Capital, he is credited 
with developing several key semiconductor 
technologies in Silicon Valley and holds sev- 
eral patents. He has become a major con- 
tributor to the PC industry. His Tallwood 
venture is the partner of another venture- 
capital firm that has invested $2 billion in 
various companies and has an extra $1 bi 
lion in the wings awaiting targets. An engi- 
neering graduate of Mapua Institute of 
Technology, Banatao holds a masters de- 
gree from Stanford and was given an hon- 
oris causa doctorate by UP during the presi- 
dency of Francisco Nemenzo. An experi- 
enced pilot, he fies his Learjet weekly. Actu- 
ally, his latest contribution to UP pales in 
comparison with his 2001 donation of $20 
million to Berkeley's Center for Information 
‘Technology Research in the Interest of Soci- 
ety. What a spectacular Filipino success sto- 

1 
"Not to be outdone, megabusinessman 
Magdaleno Albarracin and construction 
magnate David Consunji threw in $400,000 
apiece to the UP pot. I believe their compa- 
nies provide for matching funds given by 
alumni to UP In this case, the UP Alumni En- 
gineers Association of America raised 
$400,000 for the UP fundraising effort this 
year. “Smaller hitters” like the UP alumni as- 
sociation of San Francisco headed by Dr. 
Manuel Gaspay kicked in $5,000, which was 
equally matched by Elizabeth Tsai and a 
number of San Francisco alumni like Luisa 
Yee. 

Things are looking up for the UP centen- 
nial and the future, thanks in large measure 
to Roman's visionary and aggressive leader- 
ship, which certainly inspired the over- 
whelming donations to UP this year alone. 
Whata show! 


A University of Hawaii professor and director. 
of Philippine Studies, Belinda A. Aquino 
served as UP vice president for public affairs in 
1989-91. 
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Farmers want Mike A land for CARP 


By Carla P. Gomez tute grave social injustice, the Rivulet Agro-Industrial Corp., property into an industrial es- reclassified. 
Inquirer Visayas TFM added. offered itto CARP under the vol- tate in 2005 since there wasa She said the property's land- 
TFM president Jose Rodito untary offer to sell scheme in proposal to build an ethanol owner has to formalize the con- 
BACOLOD CITY—THE TASK FORCE MAPALAD Angeles said that six years had April 2001, TFM said. plant on the property. version of the land into an in- 
passed since the DAR provincial ^ Teresita Depefioso, Negros dustrial estate by paying the re- 
has asked the government to put under land reform office told the 68 potential bene- Occidental provincial agrarian Reclassified quired capital gains tax with the 


а 157-hectare farm in Negros Occidental allegedly  fciaries, 22 of them belonging reform officer, said the local gov. ^ With the reclassification, De- Bureau of Internal Revenue. 


: : tothe ТЕМ, that they were wait- emmentunithad foreclosed he  pefioso said, they have to deter- j 
owned by First Gentleman Jose Miguel Arroyo. ing for Mike Arroyo's letter of in- farm owned by Rivulet for поп. mine first whether the property Negros issue 


But Rep. Ignacio Arroyo Jr. resume the process of the Com- tent so they could proceed with payment of taxes and it was re- could be covered under the In another land reform dis- 
(Negros Occ, Sth District) ех. prehensive Agrarian Reform Pro- the valuation of the property. purchased by Mike Arroyo. agrarian reform program. pute, Agrarian Reform Secre- 
plained that a corporation gram (CARP) in Hacienda Bacan Depeñoso said they would For this reason, Depeñoso tary Nasser Pangandaman and 
known as Rivulet Agro-Indus- in Barangay Guintubdan, Isabela, Offer to sell need a legal opinion from the said, the processing of the prop- landowner Bob Cuenca has 
trial Corp., not his brother, Negros Occidental, as the benefi- The government placed Ha- Department of Justice since the erty for inclusion in the program signed an agreement that could 
owned the piece of property lo- ciarieshave waited longenough. cienda Bacan under CARP cov. property has been reclassified hasbeen held in abeyance. pave the way for a peaceful res- 
cated in Isabela town. Further delay in the inclusion erage through compulsory ac- into an industrial estate. At the same time, she said, olution to the conflict at the Ha- 

Ina statement released yester- ofthe property in the agrarian quisition іп 2000, but Represen- She recalled that the local the Land Bank would not valu- cienda Velez-Malaga in La 
day, the TFM said thé DAR should reform program would consti- tative Arroyo, then president of government reclassified the ate the land because ithas been Castellana, Negros Occidental 


NPA rebels dm ROUNDUP 
cran 


out to get x * | C. Mindanao workers get pay hike 
COTABATO CITY—Private sector workers in Central Mindanao will re- 
back Banahaw, ceive P3-PS in additional allowance per day. Maria Gloria Tango, region- 
5 al director for the Department of Labor and Employment, said the Re- 
Says Army ч gional Tripartite Wages and Productivity Board (RTWPB) 12, which 
: covers North and South Cotabato, Sarangani and Sultan Kudarat; and 
the cities of Koronadal, Kidapawan, Cotabato and General Santos, has 
LUCENA CITY—THE NEW PEO- 25 3 р approved the integration of the additional cost of living allowance (Cola) 
ple's Army has sent several guerril- | f= : to the P16 being given to private sector workers 
Ja units to reclaim Mt. Banahaw, a Tango said the new wage will become final after a review by the Na- 
traditional rebel strong-hold now # tional Wages and Productivity Commission. 
tumed into a haven for vegetable Ў, Joel Gonzales, RTWPB board secretary, said under the new wage ог- 
farmers fully supported by the der, non-agricultural workers will receive a PS increase in their Cola 
government, military officials said. | <% ü while those in the agriculture sector will get P4 in additional daily al- 
Col. Jorge Segovia, head of 3 lowance. Those working in the retail and service sectors will receive a 


- A S 
the Army's 202nd Infantry | # : P3 allowance, he said. Edwin 0. Fernandez, Inquirer Mindanao 
Brigade, said the NPA plan was | - 


discovered from captured i 3 z Girl, 12, raped, killed 

rebels and intelligence reports. = \ d CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY—A girl who went out to look for a stray goat 
Gregorio "Ka Roger" Rosal, se ef. was found raped and murdered in one of the hinterland barangays here 

‘Communist Party of the Philip- оп Monday night. 

pines national spokesperson, Chee Police said Chin-chin Villarin, 12, set out on Sunday afternoon to 

could not be contacted for com- look for the animal but failed to return home. 

ments on Segovia's allegations. a Her half-naked body was found a few blocks away from where she lived. 
Segovia said the guerrilla The National Bureau of Investigation said the girl was sexually as- 


task force sent to reclaim Mt. saulted before she was killed. Ma. Cecilia Rodriguez, Inquirer Mindanao 
Banahaw was a composite unit 


of 28 fully armed rebels formed Docs sent vs dysentery 
out of NPA operatives from La- - COTABATO CITY—Air Force personnel airlifted doctors and health 
guna, Quezon and Rizal. A workers to remote villages of Upi, Shariff Kabunsuan, to stop the 
"n f. the i 
Mission order сопан da health officials in the Autonomous Region in 
"The primary order of the task ven - . The vilages are only accessible by foot or by horse, and the arrival of health 
force is to kill, destroy communica- 1 } Workers helped saved lives, said Dr. Tahir Sulaik, ARMM health secretary. 
tion cell sites and burn equipment E = Atleast 47 patients were treated during the mission, according to Sulalk. 
in the periphery of Mt. Banahaw. He said contaminated water could be the source of the dysentery. 


But we will not let them succeed. Edwin 0. Fernandez, Inquirer Mindanao 
Their movement is now being 


tracked,” said the Army official. Anti-illegal fishing crusader slain 

Segovia said the rebels wanted ^ CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—The head of an anti-illegal fishing orga- 
to recover territory that they lost in nization was shot dead shortly after attending an annual conference of 
Mt. . Banahaw due to government fishermen in Tanza, Cavite on Wednesday night, police said Friday. 
projects and programs in the area. + _ Cavite police director Senior Supt. Fidel Posadas said Rogelio Montiel, 46, 

He admitted, however, that а resident of Tanza town, died instantly from a lone bullet wound in the head. 
some isolated. aréas in Banahaw Posadas said they believe the killing was linked to the advocacy of 
were still NPA strongholds. Montiel and his group against illegal fishing in Cavite. He said the victim 
Green area MODERN LIVING was instrumental in police operations against dynamite fishing. 


‘Marlon Ramos, Inquirer Southern Luzon 
Опсе known аз а “Red area,”a | Bontoc youths, clad in their g-strings, clamber over the roof of this jeep to get the only ride out of the: арен 

stronghold of communist guerril- | municipal center in Mountain Province. The town had just celebrated its 99th foundation daywhich ` | Drug pusher ı nabbed in Laguna 

Jas, the cluster of several moun- . | encouraged new pres fe en UK est ae Tbe Molle inci eee САМР VICENTE] шыгыста канса big-time 

tain villages, lying along the’ | even in this north Cordillera community. : Ns xd drug pusher inBiftan,Laguna Sept. 14. 

slopes of Mt.’ Banahaw is now: = ыз, tagra otic virectot Senior Supt. Felipe Rojas Jr. said Poland Ma- 


identifiedas a green area," ап oe a list of 
alternative: sdurce-6f vegetables ‘== gondayav, 42. $ Yesident bf Barangay Malaban, was on their list of most 


knuz 2 girls freed from abductor-rapist: * еттинчи emm 


b bosser He sald they have filed charges against the suspact who was locked 

Therecentopeningof'SenzOnS LUCENA CITY—AUTHORITIES The local police office immedi- From Tanay, the three trav- upattheBifianpolicejall. — Marlon Ramos, Inquirer Southern Luzon 
Pamilihan ng Produktong Agrikul- rescued two young girls from ately dispatched a group of oper-_eled to Pitogo town in Quezon SS B © 

з «ura ng Quezon" {SPPAQ), а cen- their abductor ina remote village atives and staff members from province aboard public utility 3 dead, 2 missing as fishing boat capsizes 
tral vegetable buying station for Mt. - in Pitogo, Quezon on Monday, a the local social welfare office and vehicles. CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—Five crew members of a fishing boat, In- 
Rena farmers has sparked avi- police report said Wednesday. raided the suspects hideout. They reached the house of cluding Its captain, died when huge waves battered their vessel off the 
fo a economy The report said the victims, According to police investiga- the suspects brother in Baran- coast of Taytay, Palawan last week. 

иши aged 11 and 12 and both resi- tors, Balane approached the vic- gay Manggahan at around 1 Palawan police director Senlor Supt. Dennis Peña sald FB Jehovah Mis- 
NPAlair dents of Pililia, Rizal, were ab- tims in Pililia and convinced the a.m. on Monday. si, with 23 crewmen, capsized just five nautical miles off Taytay. 

Mt Banahaw-was once themain ‘ucted by the suspect, Domingo two girls that he would buy When the girls were asleep, “Among the fatalities were boat captain Heraldo ВепаПа, 41, of Looc, 
lair ofthe dreaded NPA Melito Gor Blane, on Sunday. them cell phones if they would the suspect entered the bed- Occidental Mindoro; Gidion Gario, 42, the boat's chief engineer, a resi- 
Command, the main rebel unitop. ^ Police informant tipped off join himin going toTanaytown. roomandrapedoneofthem. dent of Navotas; and Conrado Montemor, 38, welder. 

ingin Southern Tagalog, te Police about the presence of ^ When they reached Tanay, he Тһе investigators leamed that Crew members Jovencio Balelo and Wilson Sabundo remained missing, 
Sess Tide 1980; the abductor and his victims suspect started to threaten the the other victim had already been Twenty-three other boat personnel have been rescued and were 
we а л е 1980 hiding in Barangay Manggahan victims not to shout or call for raped in Tanay Delfin T: Mallari brought юа hospital in E Nido 
Comm officals led by Ros in Pitogo town, it added. help because he would КШ фет. Jr, Inquirer Southern Luzon Marion Ramos, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


freed four police and Army officials 


ut Boracay, Palawan worst hit by coconut pest 


scribed the situation in their 
area as “generally peaceful” 
compared to the tumultuous By Nestor P Burgos Jr. resort of Boracay. terview before he gave a briefing recorded around five years ago bled its efforts to arrest the 
years of the insurgency, with Inquirer Visayas оп the infestation to members of but it has rapidly worsened and spread of the pest. 
Mt. Banahaw serving as a sanc- Casualty trees the Iloilo provincial board. spread this year. 2 
tuary for communist guerrillas. ILOILO CITY—TWO ТОР The flat and slender beetle, | e Expensive battle 
Segovia said the high pointin tourist destinations are suffer- generally one centimeter long, Quick spread Worse this year The cost of combating the 
the transformation of Mt. Bana- ing the brunt of the coconut feeds on the soft tissues of co- The areas include Bicol (47,000 Garin said the pestwas brought pest is around P10 million at the 
haw was the shift to livelihood pest infestation that threatens conut fronds or leaves and trees), Calabarzon (40,000), into the country through import- minimum, he added. 
through sustainable and envi- the country’s coconut industry. eventually kills the tree. It Northem Mindanao (6000) and edomamental palms, which were Не called on all government 
ronment friendly farming. ‘The coconut leaf beetle (Bron- spreads rapidly and attacks oth- Western Visayas (3,610). first seen along Roxas Boulevard. officials and coconut growers to 
"From the military point of tispa longissima) infestation er palm and ornamental trees. Aside from Boracay in West- It spread later to tourist destina- inform PCA of any signs of infes- 
view, improved security... isen- spread toeight regions and 23 of Garin said the infestation has ern Visayas, the beetle also in- tions like Palawan and Boracay tation in their respective areas. 
couraging. Thistime, itisnotthe the country’s 79 provinces but brought damages to 145,789 fected 1,500 trees in Iloilo and where the palms were sold. An infected tree could be de- 
military who made the claims Palawan and Boracay islands are trees in the country as of Sept. 110treesonGuimarasisland. "Ме plan to contain the infes- tected by the color of its youngest 
but the people themselves. Its a the worst hit, said Philippine Со- 19, resulting in at least P4 million Garin said they have controlled tation by the end of the year but branch at the center of the tree. 
welcome break," he said. conut Authority (PCA) Adminis- in losses tothe copra industry. the infestation in Calabarzon and this could still spread fast ifthe In infected normal coconut 
Segovia assured the farmers of trator Oscar Garin Sr. “The pest has affected one tree Western Visayas but they havedif- treatment could not catch up trees, young fronds appear 
their safety from theharassment of ^ Garin said the beetle had in- for every 3,500 trees and is ficulty fighting the spread of the with the spread of the Bron- brownish while the outer older 
communist rebels. Delfin T Mal- fested 47,000 trees in Palawan spreading at around 15 percent pest in Palawan and Bicol. tispa," said Garin. fronds are usually still green, 
lari Jr, Inquirer Southern Luzon апа 2,000 trees on the island- every month," Garin said in an in- Signs of the infestation were Garin said the PCA had dou- according to a PCA advisory. 
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Preserving 
original 
Marinduque 


folk mus 


By Gerald Gene R. Querubin 
Boac, Marinduque 


HE MUSLIMS HAVE 
| their "singkil" and the 


7 Visayans, their “Usahay” 
and “Dandansoy.” But what do 
the people of Marinduque 

! have? 

This question has inspired an advo- 
cacy by a music educator since child- 
hood to learn and preserve songs and 
folk dances that are truly 
Marinduquefio. 

“I heard old folks in my place 
singing old short songs aside from the 

‘ kundiman and love songs with posi- 

» tive values. [listened to some of them 
and there, my research began,” says 
Prof. Rex Manuel Asuncion, who is 
now director of the Center for Cultur- 
al Arts Studies of the Marinduque 
State College in Boac town. 

Asuncion started playing simplified 
versions of Filipino folk songs on the 
piano during his elementary school 
days. He was also actively involved in 
folk dance presentations in schools 
and town fiestas. 

While growing up, he noticed that 

‘ the students’ mostsought perfor- 
mances were limited to folk songs 
and dances of other provinces. They 

4 were not taught to sing or dance any 
Marinduque songs and dances. 

“Ifwe have 'Sarungbanggi' of Bicol, 
‘Atin Cu Pung Singsing of Pampanga, 
‘Pamulinawen’ of Ilocos, ‘Usahay’ of 
Cebu and ‘Dandansoy’ of the Visayas, 

1 Marinduque has its own folk songs 
which are unheard of yet existing,” 
Asuncion says. 

The professor envisions that the is- 
land-province will soon be proud of its 


C 


songs that speak much about its tradi- 
tions, culture, beliefs and lifestyles. 

‘Asuncion has so far documented 
and notated the following folk songs: 

© “Alamat ng Dalawang Puting 
Gansa” (The Legend of the Two White 
Geese), a legendary myth about two 
lovers who jumped into the river and 
became white geese. 

* “Sulong, Aking Tandang” 
(Charge, My Rooster), a courtship 
song that depicts the intention of a 
rooster to a beautiful hen. 

* “Isang Buong Dayap,” a song of 
longing for a dear someone who died. 

* “Lahat ng Bagay” (All the 
Things), a song that compares life to 
the scent of a flower. 

alagang Parang” (Lady of the 
Fields), a nationalistic song that de- 
scribes the ability of a Filipino woman 
to live and succeed in everyday life by 
helping her husband in the field. 

‘Asuncion is now working on differ- 
ent versions of the traditional “putong” 
(royal welcome) and other songs. 

Folk songs, he explains, are short 
songs that express love, loneliness, fes- 
tivities, harvests and religious activi- 
ties, and have no particular composers. 

‘Just like the Tagalogs’ “Bahay 
Kubo” (Nipa Hut), these continue to 
exist in the community and are sung 
by old-timers, he says. 

People long ago tended to make 
songs because it was one of their ac- 
tivities that they did in lieu of modern 
technology, he adds. 


Authenticity 

“Before we perform music in terms 
of solo singing or choral rendition, we 
look first for its authenticity—and that 
is the beginning of research,” Asun- 
cion says. Music authenticity or origi- 


ACROSS THE NATION 


his research. 


mality, he explains, covers the exact 
melodic pattern, yrics, time signature, 
key signature, tempo, style, influence, 
purpose, event and function, and how 
itevolves in the community. 

Moreover, respondents must be at 
least 60 years old for music valida- 
tion, Asuncion says. "I made them 
sing and record their voices individu- 
ally and join them in singing to inten- 
sify the music. After a long hour of 
staying with them, music analysis fol- 
lows and this demands more time." 

“{ go back once I finish my notated 
music and check some discrepancies 
with the old folks until I finalize it with 
them as their approval,” he adds. 

Old folks are willing to share what 
they know because they see them- 
selves in the studies being made and 
they feel that they are part of the 
songs, Asuncion notes. 


Learning the ropes 

Asuncion learned.music research 
and how folk dances and songs were 
documented through close interviews 
with National Artist for Dance Ramon 
Obusan, Dr. Larry Gabao of the Na- 
tional Commission for Culture and 
the Arts and other music professors. 

He obtained his Bachelor of Sci- 
ence in Music Education degree from 
the Centro Escolar University in 
1995, and a Masters in Music, Major 
in Music Education, also from CEU, in 
2006. He received a gold medal for 
excellence in research. 

А baritone-tenor, he teaches human- 
ities, music education and curriculum 
development under the MSC's School 
of Education and prepares music mod- 
ule for early childhood program. 

“The only thing that makes them 
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different is that dance focuses on fig- 
ures while music is on tonal ap- 
proach,” Asuncion says. 

“Ihave also seen how a Peking Opera 
was documented in Beijing, China, in 
2006 and I could not imagine the level 
of patience on their performances. You 
know how slow some parts of the Chi- 
nese opera are," he says. 

“I was even more challenged to 
document our own music, instru- 
ments, rural costumes (if there's any) 
regardless of its musical mood and 
tempo as long as it will identify my 
own native land." 

Local folk songs, he says, must be 
included in the learning competen- 
cies of the music curriculum because 
they also comprise the basic elements 
of music. "It gives full identity to the 
locality and has the power to develop 
every learner to become more patriot- 
ic to his native land. This also magni- 
fies the love for native tongue or di- 
alect.” 

Folk songs can be further improved 
once they are written in simple piano 
pieces for beginners and set into 
recording for production intended for 
income-generating purposes in the 
form of video compact discs, he said. 

Asuncion is looking forward to 
Marinduque's identity in terms of mu- 
sic heritage. He simply wants to re- 
spect, adore and appreciate his ances- 
tors, who had lived and believed in 
the beauty of music. 

He is grateful for the moral and in- 
tellectual support of his superior, Dr. 
Carlos Andam, vice president for re- 
search and extension of the MSC, and 
his co-author, Prof Liza Marie 
Manoos, who does the technical as- 
pects of his research. 


Band not timid about ‘nationalist rock’ ғ ES 


By Niña Catherine Calleja 
Los Bafios, Laguna 


school teacher want to change the youth's im- 


Е COLLEGE STUDENTS AND А HIGH 
pression about rock music. 


They formed the “Ephrot 
Act,” jumbled from “Torpe ka 
(You are timid)” and they have 
been composing rock songs 
with nationalist content, calling 
them "nationalist rock." 

"What we have is an old-fash- 
ioned goal in a modern ap- 
proach,” Adrian Luneta, the 
lead vocalist, said in Filipino in 
a group interview in Los Baños, 
Laguna. 

One of their hit songs on cam- 
puses in Lucena Cíty in Quezon 
and in the University of the 
Philippines at Los Bafios is 
“Makibaka.” 


Although the band has no al- 
bum yet, Luneta said its mem- 
bers were happy when they 
learned that their songs had 
been passed on through the In- 
ternet. 

The Ephrot Act is composed 
of Mike Ona, drums; Edz Pagad- 
чап, lead guitar; Louie Dizon, 
bass guitar; Leroy Valdeavilla, 
rhythm guitar; and Luneta. The 
best friends were classmates in 
the Quezon National High 
School in Lucena. 

Their addiction to playing the 
computer game “Counterstrike” 
was diverted to music on their 


third year in high school. “In 
опе computer shop near our 
school, the players were in 
queue so while we waited, we 
stayed in a studio on the second 
floor and watched a band's re- 
hearsal,” Ona said. 

All of them had no formal les- 
son in mus 
to play instruments from other 
band members out of curiosity. 
They decided to form a band 
and join local contests in 2001 

They just had to create noise to 
catch the audience attention as 
‘what other bands in Lucena were 
doing, Luneta said. In due time, 
they realized that what they were 
doing was wrong and aimed to 
improve their music and com- 
pose not only love songs. 

In 2006, the Ephrot Act 
bagged first prize in a barangay 
contest in Lucena. That same 


and only learned 


rental. 


Modern approach 

Eran Lagos, 
noted that the band's music was 
similar to those of Noel Caban- 
gon, Bayang Barrios and other 
"alternative" musicians, but its 
"attack in music" is different. 
The songs are usually about the 
country and what is happening, 


59 


year, they started performing at 
UPLB where, Luneta said, “we 
experienced a crowd who liked 
us and enjoyed our music.” 
Since then, they have become 
more passionate in doing re- 
hearsals every weekend, walk- 
ing three kilometers from Luce- 
pa to the studio they rented. 
“We could not afford the fare to 
the studio,” Ona said, adding 
that they were already paying 
P100 per hour for the studio 


the manager, 


baka,’ 


but the type of music is rock. 

The group has written “Maki- 
“Byahe na," 
"Asam" and their other songs, 
based on intuition and observa- 
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Donations 
pour in amid 
relief work lull 


By Ephraim Aguilar 
Guinobatan, Albay 


IVING RELIEF ASSISTANCE 

10 months after Superty- 

phoon “Reming” brought 
tragedy to Bicol may seem a little late, 
but for Tagas International, an orga- 
nization of Filipino immigrants in the 
United States from Guinobatan town 
in Albay it simply waited for the 
“right time.” 

That time, according to Tagas local rep- 
resentative Lorenzo Baybay, was when the 
election fever had died down and doleouts 
from politicians had vanished in a snap. 

Baybay said the group foresaw a gap in 
relief donations when the government had 
become busy with rehabilitation and other 
projects and when nongovernment organi: 
zations had started to shut down oné by 
one. 

Тараз, or the Taga-Guinobatan/ (frof 
Guinobatan) Association, raised móre than 
$13,000 (over P500,000) from about’50 
immigrants in the US. The mojfey ij/now 
being used to assist some 100 families of ty- 
phoon victims and to hold feeding pro- 
grams in evacuation camps in Guinobatan. 

The organization also distributed 30 
piglets to several families for theni to start 
an alternative livelihood, 

Quintin Garcia, 62, a tax auditor of Cali- 
fornia and president of the Тараз Interna- 
tional, said he first learned about the 
tragedy in his hometown through televi- 
sion. Mudflows from Mount Mayon struck 
Barangay Maipon, burying houses and 
hundreds of people. 

"I saw a very gut-wrenching and trou- 
bling scene, with hundreds of dead bodies 

скей like animals outside the mortuary 
in Guinobatan. I couldn't sleep that night," 
said Garcia, who has lived in the US since 
1973. 

He said he received calls from Manila- 
based Tagas members asking for help. 

"I sent appeals through e-mail and our 
Yahoo group. We received responses imme- 
diately а day after the appeals were sent,” 
Garcia said during a feeding program in 
Barangay Minto. 

Tagas International was formed in 1994 
asasocial club and venue for the reunion of 
Guinobatefios in the United States every 
two years in the US. It began sending medi- 
cal missions to Guinobatan in 1994, bene- 
fiting 500-600 people. 


EPHROT Band members (from left) Leroy Valdeavilla, rhythm guit 
Mike Ona, drums; Edz Pagaduan, lead guitar; Adrian Luneta, vocals; 
and Louie Dizon, bass guitar. 


NIÑA CATHERINE CALLEJA 


tion. “We just write what we 
see,” Dizon said. 

At present, the band has 
recorded eight songs and is still 
working on seven others. 


“Astig,” 


ZAMBOANGA DEL SUR 


“PAGADIAN to 


E ERT, 


one 


CEBU wv. 


B minutes 


“ Walay samok, walay lisod, 
hayahay pa ka sa blyahel 21 


A SEAIR 


SOUTH EAST ASIAN AIRLINES 


* Mas dall pa muadto ug Colon 
kaysa muadto ug Мидаѕ 22 e-ticketing 
flyseair.com 


reservations Pagadian (062) 215 3831 / 35 or 0919 599 9940 Себи (032) 341 4879 Manila (02) 849 0100 
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AM. No. 07-9-12-8C. 
THE RULE ON THE WRIT OF AMPARO 
RESOLUTION 


Acting on the recommendation of the Chairperson of the 
Committee on Revision of the Rules of Court submitting for this. 
Courts consideration and approval the proposed Rule on the Writ 
of Amparo, the Court Resolved to APPROVE the same. 


‘This Rule shall take effect on October 24, 2007 following its 
publication in three (3) newspapers of general circulation. 


September 25, 2007. 
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HE RULE ON 
THE WRIT OF AMPARO 
TION 1. Peon. — The райо far writ of amparo i à remedy avaiable о any 
person whose right t li s an security is volt or eaten with violation by an 
‘lof st or omission of a publie oficial or employes, ог Га private individual or city 


“The элй shali cover отера! lings ond enforeeddsappeansces or reas thereof 


(C2. ш May ile The petition may be (ей by the aggrieved pany or by ony 
айй person or entity in the loving order 


(0) Any member of the immediate family namely: the spouse, children and parents 
ofthe aggrieved por: 


(з Any ascendant, descendant or collateral relative ofthe grind party within the 
four cil degree of consanguinity or afi in default of those memioned in the preceding 
Paragraph: or 


(6) Any concemed citizen, organization, socio or пейза, if úv 
member of the ined Gil oe relative ofthe aggrieved pariy 


is no known 


The filing of pettin һу she идете! pariy suspends the right af ull other ийиле 
panies i Tile similar petitions.” Likewise. the Ming of Whe peuion by an authorized pay on 
behalf of ihe mgariewe puy suspends the right ofall obers, bscrving he oder established 
Л 


SEC. 3. Where w File. The petition may е i on amy day andl st any timme with the 
Regional Trini Court of the ple where he rei, act or omission чав commited or ny of its 
‘omens песие, or И the Sandiganbayan; he Coun оГ Appeal, the Supreme Cour, or 
ту josie of such tur Ihe writ shat! be enforce anywhere in the Philippines 


When issued by а Regional Til Court or any juge thewoF the wei shull be returnable 
before such coun or judge: 


When ia by the Saniganbayan or the Cour оГ Appeals or any o thor justices. it 
‘aay be returnable before such court or any justice thereof, or to any Regional Trial Court of 
‘he place where the threat, net ar omission was commit or any of iis elements occurred. 


When issued hy the Supreme Court or any of its justices, И may be returnable before 
cach Court ar any justice thereof, or before. the Sandiganbayan ar the Cour of Appeals ү any 

I their ийа, oto amy Regional Tris Cour of he place lere the threat, net or omission 
“Sas commited or any of ts elements occured 


SFC. 4. N Doc Ран. The petitioner shall be exempted ram the payment of ihe 
docket and otber lawful fees when filing the petition, The vour, justice or judge shall docket 
the petition and act opon imei 


SEC. Comeus uf Peto. - The patton shall be signed and verified and shall alege 
po 


(@) The personal circumstances o he petitioner: 


(©) The same and personal cicumstaces of the respondent responsible for the 
"bre, ж ог omission, or. i the reme is unknown or uncer ihe respondent тшу be 
escribo by m assumed appellation 


(©) _ ‘The right woe, bert and security of he aggrieved party violated or threatened 
‘with violation у ва ший! actor omission of the responden, ond how such teat or 
‘olan is commit wi the atendant circumstances dealin supporomg айдай; 


(d) The investigation conduct, if any, specifying the names, разок 
азына, and addreses of the Investigating stony or livia, well a the 
manner and conduct ofthe investigation, oper wih any report; 


(2) "The actions and recourses ten by the ptidoner o determine the fae or 
‘whereabouts ofthe aggrieved pry und the Wty of the person responsible for ih hea, act 
tom an 


[ur 


“The pation тау inca general prayer fr ether just and sible relief 


SEC. б. лиге ofthe ri — Upon the Ning o dhe petition, the court, justice or Judge 
shall mma order the scc ofthe wi i n its foce H ought as. The clerk of 
our shal issue the wrt under te seal f the cour: or in case of urgent necessity, the justice 
or the jodge may sa the wit under his ог her own hand, and may берише апу leer or 
person to serve it, 


The wrt sal һө set the date and me for summary hearing of the petition which shall 
ot be ner thon soven (7) das from the dane of is tuane. 


SRC. 7. Penalty Jor fing fo Inne or Serve the Writ А clerk of coun who refuses 
tw sae he writ айат з Мале, or u dept person who refies to serve the some, shall 
be punished by the cour, juice or Judge Tor contempt without prejudice o ther discipnary 


С. & Maw the Wri Servs Тре writ shal be served роп the respondent by a. 
judicial officer or by а peron deputized by the court, исе or ире who shall retain a copy 
on which to mole a reum оГ service. In case the writ cannot be served personally on the 
‘Sop he resonate sense dll aps 


Supreme Court of the Philippines 


тїп 


SEC. 9. Return: Contents: = Within seventy-two (72) hours aflar servico of the wri, the 
respondent shall (йе а verified wien return together wl supporting favi whieh shall, 
Song the things, contan the following: 


a) The iw ful defenses to show that the respondent di not volte or trenen with 
Violation the eight o Ufe, liberty and seco o the ngrleed party, through nny nst or 
omission: 


(by The steps or neilons takon by the resondent to determine the (не or whereabouts 
ofthe agareved pany and te person or persons responsible for the threat, ct or omission 


te) АИ relevant Information in the possession of the respondent pertaining to the 
eso act or ооп galt е паве porty. and 


(ч) Ihe respondent В a publie ofila or employee, te return shall farther state the 
actions hat have беп or wil stl be taken: 


0) to verify the Мапу of the aggreved paro 


(d) о тюн and preserve evidence related (o бе death or 
disappearance ofthe person Wentfied n the petition which may ald in the 
Prosecution of the person or persons responsible: 


ҮШ) to Чемйу witnesses and oban statements from them concerning 
‘he deth oe deappearance 


(м) to determine the саше, manner, location and me of death or 
disappearance as well эв any putem or practice tat may huve brought about the 
‘eat or disoppeuranee 


(0). do Шету und approbend the penon ог persons involved in the 
death or disippearance: ind 


w 


The return shal also state other maters relevant to the Investigation, з resolution and 
the prosecution ofthe ease. 


to bring the suspected offenders before a competent cour. 


‘A genera denial ate allegations i the petition shall not be allowed. 


SEC. 10. Defenses not Plended Deemed Waived. - 
reum, there thy shal be deemed waved 


All defenses shall be rise in the 


SEC. 1, Proud Plewdings and Maro. ~The following pleadings and motions are 
probit: 


(9) Morian o dismiss; 


(6) Maton for extension of time to file return, opposhlon, dei, poston paper and 
bor pendings: 


€) Dibtory motion for postponement; 
б) Motion for a bil o particu 

(e) Coonterchim ar easels: 

(0 тыу compat 

W Reply: 

(0) Motion m declare respondent in deals 


E 


LU 
бу Matin foreseen of tps adr or cim re 


@ шеген; 
00 Memorandum: 
orders: and 


(0 Metin for errs, mano roli against any Iterleutory order. 


‘SEC. 12, fer of Foilure o Ple Rn. 1n case the responden fils to filo a retum, 
he оюп, jie огу shall procez o her the petiton ex prt 


SEC, 13. Summary" carm Те емйр on the petion shall be summary 
However, the court, juice or judge may сай for а preliminary” conference to simplify the 
Issues and determine the posit оГ obtaining sition nd admissions fom the pres 


The hearing shall be from dy o day ший completed and given the same priority т 
peine oe abe or 


SHC. 14. lori elis ^ Upon Gling of the eiiam or m anytime before final 
gen the cor, ovi or judge тау pan any of e folowing reliefe 


(2) Temporary Proton Onder, The count, justice or judg, upon поп or monr 
proprio, may order at the petitioner the дуне! party and ту member of the iene 
fate protected in а government agency or by эп ocsreled рахат or priate isan 
cipal of Keeping and securing their safety. Ye petitioner isan organization, association or 
ination referred о in Secon е) of ihis Rule. the protection may be exended 10 the 
cies коо 


The Soprse Court shall асек the persons amd private institutions that stiall extend 
temporary proteston to е рїн инт or he aggrieved pariy ad any meer o h noite 
amy in cernes ith ys which И sal бане 


The scented persons amd private iiio shall comply with the mes sad 
conditions ha may be imposed by the cour justice or jadye 


b) ийет Order. ~ The count, justice ar judge, upon verified motion and afler 
ive hearing. mmay order y person in possession or conl of а designated land or ober 
‘opty ta репи ety or the purpose of inspecting ensuing, surveying, or photographing 
‘he proper ar any eleva ohjeet ar aperon thereon: 


The motion shull stat їп detai the place ог places to be inspected. It shall be suppor 
by affidavits or testimonies of wimeser having personal knowledge of the enforced 
Asappcarane or whereabouts othe grind pay 


Ie motion i opposed on Ве ground of national security or of the privileged nature оГ 
the information. the coun, justice or judge may conduct a hearing in chambers о determine the 
тй ofthe opposition. 


The movant mast show thatthe inspection order is nossa to establish the right of the 
grew pariy alleged obe treated or Hae 


The inypeston ander shall specify the person or perons authorized to make ihe 
inspection and the dat, tine, place and manner of mating te inspection and may preseribe 
oiher condions to protesi he constitui (уму of all paries. Ihe order shall capire Tive 
S) days aer the бие of is issuance, unless extended Tor jostle reasons 


te) Production Order. - Тї court, justice or dge, upon verified motion and aer due 
hearing. may order апу person in possession, cutdy өг contral of any designated documen. 
papers, books, жооон. ketters: photog, obs or tangible ара or objects in pire 
"recon fon, which constitute contain evince relevant to the ptm o the retento 
produce and pert heir inspection, cops ing ur photographing by or оп belo the movant 


The mation may be apposed on the ground of nation! security ог of the privileged 
ature of the Бота оп, in which cose the cour, juste o judge muy conduct п hing in 
абса o detere the merit ofthe opposition. 


‘The cou, joie o je shall prescribe ether conditions to protest the constitutional 
ight ofl the pores. 


(д) теза Protection Onder. - The coun, justice or judge, upon metion or monr 
proprio, may refer be witnesses 10 the Department оГ Justice or admission to the Witness 
Protection, Security and Benefit Program, pursuant o Republie Act No, UT 


The coun, justice or judge may aso refer the wiinesses to other government agencies, or 
ко accredited persons or private аъдо, сарам of keeping and securing tel айлу, 


SEC. 15 "voll of ейн Reliefi t Respondent — Upon verified mollon of the 
respondent and alr due bearing, the cour, justice т Judge may issue an inspection order or. 
ошол order under prmgraphs (b) d (co th preceding sen. 


A maton fr крезол order under this section shall be supported by affidavits r + 
testimonies of witnesses ving personal knowledge of ihe defenses of the respondet 


SEC. 16. Comm. The cour, justice or judge may order the respondent who refuses 
to make a return, or who makes fle retam, or any person who обете disobeys ог resists 
М process or order of the court to be punished fr contempt. The conteminor may he 
imprisoned or imposed a fine. 


SEC. 17. Burden of Proof and Standard of Diligence Required, - The paries shall 
establish bir ais by substantial evidence 


The respondent who ia private individual or йу must prove tat ordinary diligence 
эз require by applicable laws rules ала regulations was observed inthe performance of day 


The respondent who is à publie official or employee must prove hat extraordinary 
diligence as required hy applicable laws. rules and regulations was observed. im ihe 
битие of du 


The respondent public fica or employee cannot invoke ће presumption that officit 
алу has oon teu perl t vade espe o hb 


SEC. 18 Judgment — The court shal render judgment within ton (0) dis fom the 
time he petition is submited for беп, T ie айериовв in the petition are proven by 
эрими evidence, the cou shall ran the privilege cf the writ and such тее, as may be 
Proper and propre: otherwise, the privilege shal! Бе dele 


'SEC. 19. Ярра. - Any pariy mny uppeal from the fual Judgment or onder to the 
Supreme Court under Rule 45. The ape may rave questions of fct or ан or both. 


The period of арра shati be five (5) working days font the date of notice оГ the 
adverse Judgment 


“The appeal shall be given the sane platy us In habeas corp enses. 


SEC. 20. Archiving and Revival of Cusen. Те couri shall not dila the рео, but 
shull archive it, if upon determination Wt cannot proceed for п valid case sich x the failure 
‘of ptiloner ог witnesses to appear due wo then on their ves. 


А periodic review of the archived cases shull be made by ihe амала cor that shal, 
‘motu propre. ог upon molon by any party, onder their revival when ready for further 
proceedings, The petiton shall be dms with prejudice upon (ште o prosecute the ese 
Aer the apte of vo (2) years fom noliec to the petitioner оће order archiving the case. 


The clerks of coun shall subenit to the Office of the Cour Adminisintor a consolidated 
Vst o'archived сама under this Re пой aer than the бей week of January of very yen, 


SEC, 21. aon of илише Aeon 
separate etna el or айтыу уе ations. 


SUC. 22. Hier of Fling of à Criminal Action. - When u criminal ation has been 
‘commenced по separate petition far the wel ябай be ied The reliefs under the writ hal Бе 
available by moron in the criminal cse 


тив Rule shall not preclude he 


"he procedure under this Rule shall ovem dhe disposition af he reliefs avail under 
the wrt of amparo. 


SFC. 23. Consolidation. hen a rini action is ed subsequent to the filing o 
pation for the wrt, the late sal be conslidatd wih the eral паі 


When aero nction aad a separate civil action are filed subsequent to peton for s 
irit of amparo, the ater shal! be consolidated wuli the crimina actin. 


Afr consolidation. the procedure under this Rule shall contine о apply to the 
disposition of tne relies in the petition. 


SUC. 24. Заране Rights. This ule shall not diminish increase or modif 
замам recoglacd and protected by the Contao. 


SEC. 28. Suppor Application of the Rules of Court: 
apply supltorily insofar as not nemen wth hs Rule, 


“The Rules of Cour shalt 


SEC. 26, Applcahliy o Penang Coses ‘This Role shall govem eases Involving 
stieg killings and enforced deappetances or (rens tere pending in the tial anù 
appellate cours 


SEC, 27, Effet. This Rule sal tke effet on October 2 


2007, following 1o 
publication in three (3 newspapers of genna culation, 


September 25,2007 
SC Approves Rule on Welt of Amparo 


The Supreme Cou, in is reputar En Вон session today, prov the draft Rule on the wit 
mur dc Is eod allie an) persan кмш Hg i i, Fey ані scat Ми Beat 
шшк or tentened with уши b ап uni ct or omission ога publie oficial or expe 
rara vate dual or ent, Пи Kade em aed h e Comme on the Revi othe Ros 
"f Cour рот tothe Coun s conston power 1o ртолийуме Rulet for te protelon end 
Кел comin ripis. 


Chief Josie еу, S. Puno Cale of the Commie on the Кочон o be Rules of Coon, 
‘expressed artim ve he proin o e said Rule, noting hat he Comme hod ated 
Tor comida be Cont £a Bam ted rule esl powers te remedy ot he wr f түшт 
in jst months er the holding of e Auton Comat Зина он xti Kill od 
Пате ралат 


Тойу. the Supreme Court promotes he rl ht wil place the costos igi Ше, 
tery, ad scu above vation and eats of violation. ТМА rule II provide the vienms o 
‘ipl kilns an ofr #варреатие› the protectin thy nex and he promise оГ idiot 
fori йы Thr ruke aeo empowers our corso se relie Ut may te grated though cea 
‘ur of proctor, roc, een. ала ойт ri! т врзан ones We ae cr." id 
‘Chie? ee Puno le dad Те wit of amparo sull ol poe sure, has wh oak dei 
fh to defend the contin denies Sor ic, to а high standard оГ lici condit and hod 
them account our people. The sovereign Filipino prole ош бе aed that ht и o M 
d ier is trated rola they wil dean im oar oio jc 


Vider tne Rl he petiin fr the wet o ampura тау һе Пой inside ог оп ny day wnd at 
му те i e Reina Trist Court oe асе where е беи, act, сс omission was cried, oF 
‘vt йе Sandiganbayan, бе Court of Appels lhe Supreme Cour The Ming eof нера 


esis dhe mgr! роу, elon may fie the petition o ri of parr зу member 
the aggrieved p's imc fails spe, le, and parat ascend, descendant, сг 
"lies eae of tne grieved party win te Puri ci dere оГ сопка or fini: and 
лу concerned cen, оуу, secion. or tin, i thre то known menter & he 
inane my өг eve ofthe aggrieved pany. The filing оГ п райо by he aggrieved pary 
ремне right ofall ойт bone partes ю П. similar pets 


Up he ling oe pin, the our, jose or jae Чы iene оне he sence of 
эе мй оп й ae uh fo b ue. The wt май abo eth dat and ine for summary etn, 
"e peto wich айай та e шиг thn seven dap rom the dat of з susce A е. of sourt 
e ае o ln thet fer i allowance, or э dep rerson wh rele o serve the sames 
Uhl he puna y the eur, joris, judge fr contem without prejudice wo or dcin 
pros 


‘genera denial iom th pande is nnt aed. Th respondent shal! Бе rial give 
^I эрш ond зесовн in the rtm wich sal Бе subnet be eor eure Ша! he dll 
make deed reum, whieh will o arl seek the persons ule bt alo help ine detention of 
thei comple win ihe standard condo reine of he. 


The cour, jeties or judge may gra any o the allowing rebel upon filing fh petition or at 
any time cre ral judgment. These iniri res ae he following: tempora рибо order 
TIPON Inspection arr ПО, producon order (PO), tad wines рилесйоп order (ЧО. Under the 
{PO which may be cud upan ion or ma propin, witnesses may Pe fre oie Department 
fe Tor йип o Vc DOD Wis Рика, Scu ad Benet Program, pam 1o RA 
VL or to oer government agencies, or penam or nate nutons acere у the Supreme 
ri apable o keeping sd scoring tesa 


Likewise. the cou, juste or judge тау oder ie respondent who refuses to make а тенип г 
экө mes Шс rum, or эу person o tis dys or сыз wil proces or onder or 
Alert бе ned frconomp.Thseuiemae тау be nd pone 


Tie oor, justice, ое ule тау nl for n prliminry conference o iul the sues and 
determine be possibility of obtaining süpclaons od admissions Пот Ве panier The herring. 10 be 
диде Uy uri completed, sal be given he sane ir s erm for fiia corps. The 
Ке has а provision e pated pleins und tions зо s no t dea e proceedings 


Jadgnent on ihe рейв for wit of naro shall be rendered within 10 days tom the time t 
is subi fur decision. Any parny however пиу эра lim fra edges ог odes to the High 
Court under Rule 45. To pred pst sel pe ve мада days om he дие of maie ofthe 
vere ome. 


The wt of umpu imposes n higher taro diligence textraondinary diligence) оп publie 
fice or employees tan оп private individuis or cnt (ordinary diligence) Пете simili be тө 
respon req on he pao е publie fil ar employee. ne fing оГ ihe peti far the 
annd tml еей ib the Ming оГ thr relies Ge. Joe cpu, s well эз he 
ling af separ emia, elo iiim ston, 


Fri Ra wil ke еен on Ocoer 24, long is due pie an in шне for the (2^ 
инану сабот of hé United Nations. Tbe Sun. among oes, has resolved for he Ii 
‘Court ove ухаар Rules nd promulgate nov nes adden the boo o sje lings 
nd forced sions, Fram he Sana there urna regust the peal ofthe wit 
олуш 1 шеи vations ofthe ght ti, Henan security ported b) the мета] 

ecto unos Rigs nd i Constitution, 


Pg i id broader than Ив counterparts in other countries hecnuse it preci not only against 
scel „шт Би bo wala ests o violation of igh, sb well з covers nt any шт acr 
br олиб ef public eli o employees. bu also Шии of private individuals or ene, In Latin 
‘vein омты ба, заз Cuba nro hs been cunstudoall ope п proc against human. 
‘gh ahs ересыйу бийи hc me he sa enun wee governed by mult nus 


Aside from the wit of amparo, Chef ае Pano hat sid at the High Cour wl lo 
‘promulgare бә les o gover the ance оГ he writ of fae іна. The writ of habs duo wil 
ipe goverment id mi fic to allo mies of iim» efc dsnpearnce св 
"o lc document by Invoking "e пм оГ rai" The sad writ has been usd In soling he 
lem al earfepl Klinge nd tree dissppearances in Latin American cous under miliary 
Фанон 


diee, the igh Court i review ing Ше implementing yuidelines of the writ ofl сор. 


Justice Mu. Mica Asin Marne coh Ве Comites ов the Revision ofthe Rules of 
Со. The Members ane Senior Jurice Lennon A. Quisumbing und Justices Адой $. Aruna, Danie 
©. Тә Minta У. Сахал, md Aron dard Nach, The comoltana sre (Ret) ce 
ose V. Perin, tet) Senor utis Flerida Ruth P. Romero, (et) Senlar Juice Josue М. Uellosillo 
(at) hne Jose C. Уй Ка) Juice Romeo J. Callejo, г. and (Ret) CA Jeslee Oscar M. 
Tenere Ays. lie Lng M. болоп. Jr, and Ihcoben Jordan C. Oroso tinte e Commitee 
Atv. Douglas Anas and Ms Lida A. Pilapil re he Secretary and Assistant Secretary, especie 


Are 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


‘THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2007 


‘Sec, may 200 ka dito; I was shocked 


From page Al 
(CHE), said the bribe offer was 
made early this year in the fair- 
ways of the Wack Wack Golf and 
Country Club in Mandaluyong 
City. 

“We were on a golf cart he 
(Abalos) was driving. I was seat- 
ed beside him. Medyo nabigla ako 
(1 was surprised) since he was 
Our host. T chose to ignore it,” 
Neri said on questioning from 
Senate President Manuel Villar. 

“No amount was given but 
given the magnitude of the pro- 
ject, I presumed it was not P200 
‘or P200,000. I guess (it's P200 
million because I was a Cabinet 
official)," Neri said. 

On later questioning from 
Sen. Richard Gordon, Neri said 
he did not ask Abalos further 
and continued playing golf with 
him as "courtesy" 


President's advice 

On the advice of his lawyers, 
Neri said he informed Ms Arroyo 
of the presumably P200-million 
bribe offer. 

The President, he said, told 
her to reject the money. 

“1 remember it was over the 
phone. I said Chairman Abalos 
offered me P200 million for 
this. She just told me don't ac- 
cept it," Neri said. 

He said he also relayed the in- 
cident to his staff whom he in- 
structed "to be careful in assess- 
ing the projects viability, be 
careful with the costing.” 


PAGC probe 
Neri said he did not know 
what action the President took 
although he understood that the 
Philippine Anti-Graft Commis- 
sion (PAGC) investigated the 
bribe offer. But he said he was 
not privy to the PAGC findings. 
Ms Arroyo, who has tried to 
distance herself from the scandal, 
suspended the NBN project on 
Sept. 22, days after the Supreme 
Court ordered that its implemen- 
tation be temporality stopped. 
The scandal has put on hold two 
major land-lease projects covering 
1.2 million hectares of farmland, 
which was to be used for growing 
produce for export to China. 
Abalos, who was one seat away 
from Neri at the witness table, de- 
nied Ners charges and accused the 
chair of CHEd of lying under cath. 
“I don't understand what 200 
he is talking about? How can I 
‘comment on something that the 
one himself narrating it cannot 
say whether it was 200 million or 
200,000. Why would I offer him 
a bribe? He is lying as far as that 
is concerned," said Abalos, who 
is accused of brokering the deal 
in exchange for commissions. 
Asked by Sen. Jinggoy Estrada 
to respond to Abalos’ accusation 
that he was a liar, Neri said: “I have 
a very clear recollection of that inci- 
dent. As the chairman said, he may 
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CORRUPTION SCANDAL in the Arroyo administration deepened after the disclosure of former Neda director general Romulo Neri (at 
Abalos attempted to bribe him. lloilo Vice Gov. Rolex Suplico is seated (center). murens 


right) that Comelec Chair Benjar 


have forgotten about what itis.” 

On later questioning from 
Sen. Richard Gordon, Neri said 
he did not ask Abalos further 
and continued playing golf with 
him as “courtesy” 

Abalos said he did not broker 
the deal for ZTE. 

“There is nothing to broker 
when the supplier is designated 
by the state,” he said. 

ZTE, a state-owned telecom- 
munications company, жаз 
named contractor by China, 
which offered a concessional 
loan to the Philippine govern- 
ment for the NBN project. 

“T became friends with this 
people. I do not deny I have close 
relations with this people. But I 
have never brokered for them аз 
far as the NBN was concerned,” 
the Comelec chair said. 


$10-million offer 

In the first two hearings last 
week, businessman Jose Joey" de 
Venecia Ш said Abalos had tried to 
bribe him $10 million to withdraw 
his proposal and give way to ZTE. 

De Venecia is the founder of 
‘Amsterdam Holdings Inc., which 
offered an unsolicited proposal 
to undertake the project. 

Abalos denied the allegation 
of De Venecia, a son and name- 
sake of the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. 

"I have definitely not (offered 
a bribe) and I have no reason 
to,” the Comelec chair said. 

In his testimony, Neri cited 


three instances in which he met 
Abalos—at his Neda office; at a 
dinner arranged by the Chinese 
Embassy with ZTE officials, and 
ata golf game at Wack Wack. 

Neri said only Abalos ap- 
proached him to lobby for the deal. 

He said neither the Presidents 
husband, Jose Miguel Arroyo, nor 
‘Transportation and Communica- 
tions Secretary Leandro Mendoza 
discussed the project with him. 

Neri said he discussed the 
project with Communications 
Undersecretary Lorenzo For- 
moso III, not Mendoza. 


In good faith 

In New York, Press Secretary 
Ignacio Bunye said Neri acted in 
“good faith” when he testified 
in the Senate. 

Asked whether Ms Arroyo's or- 
der for Neri to testify indicated 
she was supportive of the latter, 
Bunye said: "I think at the very 
least we could attribute good 
faith on the part of Secretary Neri 
and as to whether he's telling the 
truth, its very difficult to say be- 
cause we're not there.” 

Bunye said Ms Arroyo, who ar- 
rived in New York yesterday, was 
very well aware that Neri would 
be testifying in the Senate because 
she authorized him to do so. 

Bunye made the statement to 
reporters shortly after Ms Arroyo 
and her party arrived at the Wal- 
dorf Astoria hotel, where she will 
stay while she attends the 62nd 
session of the United Nations 


General Assembly. 

Joey de Venecia has claimed in 
the Sept. 18 hearing that the Presi- 
dent's husband had thrust a finger 
at his face and told him to “back 
off" from the project at a meeting 
with Abalos and Mendoza and four 
others in March at Wack Wack. 


"Chance encounter" 

Abalos confirmed the early 
moming meeting at Wack Wack 
where Arroyo, Mendoza, De Vene- 
cia and himself were present. 

He denied that Arroyo told 
De Venecia to “back off.” 

“I did not see or hear about 
such incident,” he said. "We did 
nottalk about ZTE." 

Like Mendoza and Arroyo (who 
spoke through a lawyer), Abalos 
claimed it was a chance encounter. 

“I saw Secretary Mendoza. 
Then FG (Arroyo) arrived. They 
talked," Abalos said. 

He said he passed by their 
table then he left. He said when 
he returned he saw ‘Joey (De 
Venecia) and Secretary Men- 
doza talking in whispers." 

He said Arroyo was at the 
other end of the table. 

He said he passed by and bid 
goodbye because he was 
"avoiding" De Venecia. 

Abalos said it was De Venecia 
who was “always pursuing” him 
in his office and at Wack Wack, 
an exclusive golf club where Aba- 
losis the longtime president. 

"Knowing that I am very close to 
this [ZTE] people, which I have not 


denied, he has come out and pur- 
sued me in order that could bridge 
him with ZTE people para maka- 
sawsaw dito sa kontrata na ito (so 
he could be part of the contract). 

Abalos said that the younger 
De Venecia told him that he had 
strained relations with ZTE. "The 
company, of which he was then 
chair, had business with ZTE for 
$12 million but it defaulted on 
the payment. Thereafter, JDV 
had divested his interest in the 
company," said Abalos. 

De Venecia quickly disputed 
Abalos’ charges insisting: 

"Idon'towe ZTE any money. I 
don't need, especially Abalos, to 
lobby for me for ZTE because I 
already know ZTE.” 


Who invited whom 

Like Mendoza, Abalos said that 
it was Speaker Jose de Venecia Jr 
and not him who initiated his 
meeting with the Speaker's son. 

The younger De Venecia, 
however, said it was Abalos who 
was "always inviting" him to 
meet with him about ZTE. 

Because he was not a member 
of Wack Wack, the only way he 
could have entered the clubs 
premises was through the invita- 
tion of a member, De Venecia 
countered. 

Some senators commented that 
Abalos figures in meetings with 
ZTE officials despite his claim that 
heis not involved in the deal 

‘Abalos, who De Venecia said 
played golf with ZTE officials in 


Neri, Abalos 
ignore each 
other 


TENSION WAS PALPABLE 
between Romulo Neri and 
Benjamin Abalos early on 
at the Senate, 

The two men arrived sep- 
arately but ran into each 
other near the men’s room, 
Each gave the other nothing 
more than a cursory look. 

There was mo hand- 
shake even when they 
were in the session hall. 
(They were supposed to 
have been seated side by 
side, but Rolex Suplico was 
seated between them.) 

Neri and Abalos ex- 
changed a smile as a throng 
of photographers milled in 
front of their table. Later, 
waiting for the hearing to 
start, they shuffled papers 
| and took sips of water. 

Abalos chatted with Ra- 
топ Sales as Neri sat quietly 
| in his seat. Leandro Men- 
| doza and Lorenzo Formoso 

talked at one side of the hall 

Jose Joey” de Venecia Ш 
arrived as the hearing 
started. 

Abalos was accompa- 
nied by his son Benhur, the 
mayor of Mandaluyong 
City. A lawyer handed him 
a sheet of paper as Neri 
was testifying on the al- 
leged bribery attempt. 

When all the witnesses 
rose to take the obligatory 
oath to tell the truth, Neri 
looked Abalos’ way and 
they smiled at each other. 

But Abalos stared at Neri 
when the latter dropped 
his bombshell 

When Neri brought the 
house down with his state- 
ment that he was shocked 
at the supposed bribe offer 
because it was "medyo 
malaki (quite big)," Abalos 
also laughed 

Despite the admonition 
of Senate blue ribbon com- 
mittee chair Alan Peter 
Cayetano that they should 
“not show emotion" during 
the proceedings, the peo- 
ple in the gallery booed 
Abalos when he denied 
having tried to bribe Neri. 

Juliet Labog-Javellana 


Shenzhen, China, was forced to 
admit that he had indeed been a 
frequent traveler to China after 
Estrada showed records that he 
flew to Hong Kong five times from 
‘October 2006 to August 2007. 

In his opening statement, 
Abalos decried what he de- 
scribed “a well-funded and pro- 
fessionally managed personal 
attack against me" by De Vene- 
cia. With a report from Chris- 
tine O. Avendafio in New York 


Certified nerd and geek loves classical music, speaks Chinese 


From page Al 
school on his modest paycheck. 

Regarded as one of the "poor- 
est” Cabinet members with a 
net worth of P3 million, he lived 
with his mother for years at the 
family residence his father built 
in Quezon City in 1958. 

Neri hails from a family of 10 
siblings in Cagayan de Oro, 
which was Muslim for several 
generations. His parents con- 
verted to Catholicism. 


‘incorruptible’ 

Senate President Manuel Vil- 
lar, a classmate at the University 
of the Philippines, described 
Neri as “incorruptible.” 

"The guy has a simple 
lifestyle, he dresses simply and 
he is living within his means. 
Туе never heard him talk about 
making a business (out of his 
position)," Villar said. 

One of the most low-key 
members of the Arroyo Cabinet, 
Neri was temporarily assigned 
to the Commission on Higher 
Education when the controver- 
sy over the National Broadband 
Network (NBN) project award- 
ed to the Chinese telecom giant 
ZTE Corp. broke out. 

Ironically, while he did not 
cook up the deal for the Chinese 
firm, Neri can be said to speak 
theZTE language. 

"I can speak and write a little 
Mandarin, especially a few Chi- 
nese poetry,” Neri told the IN- 
m 


D 


“He speaks Chinese well. Yes, 
that's really ironic,” said Imelda 
Nicolas, a former colleague in the 
Arroyo Cabinet. She recalled that 
опе time, Neri interpreted a doc- 
ument written in Chinese. 

Nicolas served as secretary of 
the National Anti-Poverty Com- 
mission until she and nine other 
key Cabinet members, dubbed 
as the “Hyatt 10,” resigned at 
the height of the “Hello Garci” 
scandal in 2005. 

Nicolas also recalled that Neri 
even does the i-ching, an ancient 
Chinese system of cosmology 
and philosophy which involves 
the tossing of yarrow stalks. 


Very religious 

“Не loves classical music, and 
heis very religious," Nicolas said. 

"He is really а technocrat. 
He's a nerd, he's a geek. He is 
the one who would always 
draw charts and graphs on the 
board," she recalled. 


Figures and charts 

Nicolas said that whenever it 
was Мегїз turn to make a pre- 
sentation to the Cabinet, his col- 
leagues would brace for figures 
and charts. 

Being a technocrat is a 
strength, she said, saying it 
served Neri well in the face of 
something like a P200 million 
bribery. “He has по political 
savvy," she said. 

"Не is well-liked. He is per- 
ceived as an intellectual but пог 


the nerd who is the obnoxious- 
буре,” Villar said. "He is anticartel 
and antioligarch. As ап 
‘economist, he is very pragmatic.” 

It was Villar who asked Neri 
about the bribery. But Villar said 
he never talked to Neri about 
the NBN controversy. 

“Iwas tempted to call him but 
I assumed he was bugged. So 
we never talked," Villar said. 


No-nonsense guy 

Presidential Management Staff 
chief Cerge Remonde described 
Neri asa “no-nonsense” guy. 

"He is the quiet type. He 
doesn’t clown around,” Re- 
monde said. "He is not aloof but 
he is not one of the boys. He 
keeps his own peace." 

Remonde said Neri was a 
“golf beginner" who occasional- 
ly joins the Cabinet golf fellow- 
ship at Malacafiang Park 

Remonde said that when it 
came to economic matters, Neri 
was respected even by the Presi- 
dent herself. 

Remonde and Sen. Joker Ar- 
royo noted that Neri labored 
under the reputation of being a 
Speaker Jose de Venecia's man. 

“Some members of the Cabinet 
suspect him to be a JDV guy but 
that’s really because he served 
under JDV" Remonde said. 

Another Cabinet official told 
the Inquirer that when Neri 
talked during Cabinet meet- 
ings, the joke was that "It is У 
who is talking." 


Neri started in the Congres- 
sional Planning and Budget Of- 
fice, a think-tank of the House 
of Representatives under the 
term of the late Speaker Ramon 
Mitra. When De Venecia be- 
came the Speaker in 1992, he 
retained Neri who served in 
that office under him for nine 
years. Neri was tapped to join 
the Arroyo Cabinet in 2001. 

Nueva Vizcaya Rep. Carlos 
Padilla described Neri as an 
evenhanded bureaucrat who al- 
lowed access to important infor- 
mation from his office to both 
members of the administration 
and opposition coalitions. 

“I found him fair. He did not 
distinguish between members 
ofthe majority and the minority 
when distributing reports and 
information,” Padilla said. 


Like a professor 

"He's like a professor,” was 
Manila Rep. Amado Bagatsing's 
quick remark when asked what 
he thought of the former House 
technocrat who churned out re- 
ports and reference material to 
help lay the basis for legislative 
and policy directions. 

“He's OK. Нез a profession- 
al" Bagatsing said of Neris 
work ethic. 

Bagatsing, however, would 
not entirely vouch for Neri's in- 
dependence in the ongoing 
Senate probe, noting his ties to 
the House Speaker. 

In a move that surprised the 


business community, President 
Macapagal-Arroyo in 2002 
sacked Dante Canlas as director 
general of the National Economic 
and Development Authority. 

Neri, longtime head of the Con- 
gressional Planning and Budget 
Office, was named to the post. 

Neri was reportedly endorsed 
by House Speaker Jose de Vene- 
cia, with whom he had worked as 
head of CPBO from 1990 to 
2002. He also served as econom- 
ic spokesperson in De Venecia's 
presidential campaign in 1998. 

In 2003, Neri caught the ire of 
some lawmakers for saying that 
Congress was unable to pass a 
measure reforming the tax sys- 
tem because it was held hostage 
by tobacco and liquor interests. 


“Booty capitalism’ 

He added that the “vicious 
cycle” of "booty capitalism," 
which he described as the oli- 
garchy supporting politicians to 
capture “economic power,” 
would control the outcome of 
the 2004 elections. 

Neri earlier served as corpo- 
rate planning manager of Can- 
lubang Sugar Estate and Can- 
lubang Pulp and Manufacturing 
Corp., assistant finance manag- 
er of Philippine National Oil 
Company and financial analyst. 
of Mobil Oil Philippines Inc. 

He was also associate profes- 
sor at the Asian Institute of Man- 
agement and instructor at the 
University of the Philippines Col- 


lege of Business Administration. 

Neri has consulting experi- 
ence involving organizations 
like Citibank and the Asian De- 
velopment Bank. 

In July he was appointed 
chair of the Commission on 
Higher Education. 

Neri was born on Feb. 1, 1950. 
He was the silver medalist of his 
batch at Ateneo de Manila High 
School. He graduated magna 
cum laude and class valedictori- 
an from UP in 1970 with a de- 
gree in business administration 
major in marketing. 

He has an MBA (major in fi- 
nance and international man- 
agement) from the University 
of California in Los Angeles. He 
isa bachelor. 

Neri appeared calm and re- 
laxed, as though he had steeled 
himself to take on Abalos. 

"Its his word against mine,” 
Neri said. 

Asked where he got the moral 
courage, he replied: "I don't know" 

“Соту nyo naman,” he said 
when asked who was serving as 
his inspiration. 

But he said he did not feel 
like a hero: “I don't think I de- 
serve that.” 

He said he did not know if he 
was going to lose his post as 
chair of the Commission on 
Higher Education as a conse- 
quence of his testimony. With a 
report from Norman Bordado- 
ra and Cyril L. Bonabente, In- 
quirer Research 
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Abalos feels Pimentel hit him below belt 


By Beverly Т. Natividad 


COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS 
Chair Benjamin Abalos Sr. com- 
plained to reporters during a 
break in yesterday's Senate in- 
quiry that some questions 
thrown at him at the hearing 
were “personal attacks." (See 
related story on Page A9.) 

He said he felt that some sen- 
ators were treating him badly in. 
retaliation for some of the deci- 
sions made by the Comelec. He 
pointed out that Comelec is a 


collegial body and as chair he is 
only allowed one vote there. 

“Ifyou were in my shoes, how 
would you feel?” Abalos said. 

Abalos had submitted him- 
self to the Senate inquiry 
against the advise of his lawyer 
Gabriel Villareal. Villareal had 
said that he had told Abalos not 
to attend the hearing because 
this might imperil his position 
asa Constitutional officer. 

As a Constitutional post, the 
Comelec chair, Villareal said, 
has certain immunities to en- 


able him to act according to his 
mandate without fear of retalia- 
tion. 

Just prior to the break, Pi- 
mentel had an exchange with 
Abalos. 

This was prompted by com- 
ments made by Abalos about an 
“utang na loob"—debt of grati- 
tude— he owed the senator for 
appointing him as officer in 
charge in Mandaluyong after 
the 1986 Edsa revolution. 

Pimentel told Abalos that 
there was no need to make such 


a comment since he never ex- 
pected him to do something in 
return for it. 

Abalos then said that his 
comments were in relation to 
“insinuations” earlier made by 
Pimentel to the effect that Aba- 
los was “close to the Zubiris.” 

The exchange then moved to 
the issue of the Comelec's procla- 
mation of Juan Miguel Zubiri as 
the 12th winning senator, instead. 
of Pimentel's son, Koko Pimentel, 
in the May elections. 

Abalos said some of the side 


comments by the senators, par- 
ticularly Pimentel, were all 
meant “just to embarrass” him. 

This included an oblique ref- 
erence made by Pimentel to 
Abalos' meeting with members 
of Zubiri's family at a posh hotel 
at the height of the counting of 
votes in the tightly contested 
senatorial race between Zubiri 
and Pimentel's son. 

Abalos denied there was any- 
thing conspiratorial in that 
meeting, stressing that it was a 
chance encounter. 


ABALOS 


Solons cross party lines; impeach rap vs Abalos on 
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Secretary Romulo Neri in order to 
win approval for a Chinese project 
to build a national broadband net- 
work across the country. 

Abalos, who denied the allega- 
tion, said he was prepared to face 
the impeachment case but ex- 
pressed concern he might not get a 
fair deal. 

“This is a numbers game so I 
don't know. Especially here, 1 am 
going against the son of the Speak- 
er, so I don't know,” Abalos, speak- 
ing in Filipino, said in an inter- 
view. 

‘One of Abalos’ accusers in the 
bribery scandal is Jose “Joey” de 
Venecia III, son of the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives. 

Both administration and opposi- 
tion congressmen said there may 
now be a sufficient basis to file an 
impeachment complaint against 
Abalos. 

Deputy Majority Leader Crispin 
Remulla said Neri's testimony at 
the Senate about Abalos allegedly 
offering him what he understood to 
be a P200-million bribe would pro- 
vide a basis for an impeachment. 


Time factor 

“The problem is the timeline. 
(The impeachment process) might 
not get finished," the Cavite law- 
maker told the Inquirer. 

Abalos is due to retire from the 
Comelec in February. 

Congress is going on a break 
from Oct, 13 to Nov. 4 and again 
from Dec. 22 to Jan. 20. Thus, the 
legislature will have barely two 
weeks of sessions before Abalos’ re- 
tirement month. 

"When that happens, he may just 
have to face antigraft charges be- 
fore the Ombudsman, Remulla 
said. 

He pointed out that an impeach- 
ment complaint would have to be 
heard in the House of Representa- 
tives committee on justice before 


Administration senators g 
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Makati Business Club were con- 
cerned, the day belonged to for- 
mer Socioeconomic Planning 
Secretary Romulo Neri. 

One administration senator, 
Juan Ponce Enrile, tried to im- 
plicate Speaker Jose de Venecia 
in the scandal, producing a doc- 
ument purportedly showing 
that the House leader had taken 
a more active role in the wheel- 
ing and dealing for the NBN 
contract—won by China's ZTE 
Corp.—than earlier perceived. 

Another administration sena- 
tor, Joker Arroyo, said: "Thisisa 
hearing where we can never re- 
ally establish the truth. One re- 
source person makes an allega- 
tion, the other one denies ... So 
how do we decide this?" 

"The case here is the word of 
one against the word of the oth- 
er,” he added. 

Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santi- 
ago had a mouthful to say about. 
the rival claims of businessman 
Jose "Joey" de Venecia III, on 
one hand, and Commission on 
Elections Chair Benjamin Aba- 
los Sr. and Transportation and 
Communications Secretary Le- 
andro Mendoza, on the other. 


‘Double-cross syndrome’ 

“Tm afraid the Senate is be- 
ing manipulated by two groups 
contending for at least a kick- 
back on the ZTE contract of at 
least P1.5 billion,” she said. 

“The denials and the identifi- 
cations are positive; there is no 
ambiguity or ambivalence. It is 
not necessary that one is telling 
the truth and the other one is 
telling а lie,” Santiago said. 

"It is possible that both camps 


, 


being tackled in the plenary. 

“Then you'd still have to organize 
the prosecutorial team. There is a 
time factor,” Remulla said. 


"Unimpeachable evidence" 

Isabela Rep. Georgidi Aggabao, 
another administration lawmak- 
er, said there was “more than 
enough” evidence against Abalos, 
pointing out that Neri's testimony 
corroborated that of Joey de Vene- 
cia. 

"That (Neri's testimony) is unim- 
peachable ... evidence buttressing 
what Joey has posited from the very 
beginning, that Abalos (offered) 
bribes,” Aggabao said. 

Palawan Rep. Abraham Mitra, 
a member of the administration 
coalition, said it would not re- 
quire too many votes to pursue 
an impeachment complaint. 


"Вай is rolling" 

“One verified complaint and two 
House endorsers and the ball is 
rolling. Whether this would snow- 
ball and cross the threshold that 
would merit a Senate trial is the 
challenge before the opposition,” 
Mitra said. 

“His impeachment is imminent,” 
said Deputy Minority Leader Risa 
Hontiveros. 

Bayan Muna Rep. Teodoro Casi- 
fio said: “Congress now has enough 
basis to impeach Abalos. It's the po- 
litical will to da it that is now need- 
ed.” 

“The grounds for Abalos’ im- 
peachment will include bribery, 
graft and corruption, and betrayal 
of public trust. We will also pro- 
pose the inclusion of electoral 
fraud in 2004 and in 2007,” he 
added. 

“I think the minority has enough 
materials to impeach Chairman 
Abalos,” opposition Rep. Rufus Ro- 
driguez said. 


Why wait? 
Hontiveros said Abalos need not 


‘THE MAN WHO STARTED IT ALL, 
Jose de Venecia Ш eyes Abalos and 
Neri, the main protagonists in 
Wednesday's hearing at the Senate. 
P 


wait for an impeachment. 

“He might as well resign now and 
we really hope that he already pre- 
pared his resignation letter,” she 
said 

“He doesn’t deserve to stay in 
public office, not even a minute 
longer" 


Not taken seriously 

Cibac Rep. Joel Villanueva 
said the House minority was hop- 
ing “to finally get him (Abalos) 
out of the Comelec and get the 
chance to overhaul the electoral 
body" 

One impeachment complaint has 
already been filed against Abalos, 
courtesy of lawyer Oliver Lozano, 
the man who also filed unsuccess- 
ful impeachment cases against Ms 
Arroyo. 

“Nobody takes him seriously” 
Hontiveros said. 


OVER AT THE PALACE, Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita says 


IN THE KNOW 


No stranger to controversies 


BENJAMIN ABALOS SR. IS NO STRANGER 
to controversies. 

The 72-year-old chair of the Commission 
оп Elections has been accused of commit- 
ting irregularities in relation to election 
modernization, and even of “single-hand- 
edly” undermining the credibility of the 
electoral process. 

їп January 2004, Sen. Aquilino Pimentel. 
Jr. fled in the Office of the Ombudsman graft 
charges against Abalos and six Comelec 
commissioners over alleged irregularities in 
the P1.3-billon poll automation contract with 
Mega Pacific eSolutions Inc 

The Comelec in April 2003 awarded the 
contract to Mega Pacific as part of its modem- 
ization program. However, the Supreme Court 
declared the contract null and void in January 
2004 on the grounds that the Comelec did not 
abide by the law in its bidding procedures. 

{nts decision, the court also asked the Of- 
fice of the Ombudsman to determine the crim- 
inal liability of the public officials involved. 

In October last year, the Ombudsman 
cleared Abalos of the charges, saying there 
was “no evidence of malice, bad faith and 
partiality to warrant an indictment.” 


Shock and awe 

It was also during Abalos’ term as Com- 
elec chair that the “Hello бато" scandal broke 
‘out. The controversial recordings of alleged 
‘conversations between President Macapagal- 
Arroyo and then Comelec Commissioner Vir- 
gilio Garcillano supposedly proved she cheat- 
ed in the 2004 presidential elections. 

The 2007 polls are also said to have been 
marked by widespread fraud. "There is 
shock and awe over the capacity for incom- 
petence of the Comelec under Abalos 
[Abalos] should be blamed for single-hand- 
edly demolishing the integrity of the elec- 
toral process," Akbayan Rep. Risa Hon- 
tiveros-Baraquel said. 

Decades before he got involved in these 
controversies, Abalos was one of those who 
struggled against injustices committed by the 
Marcos dictatorship. 


Abalos sald his critical views of the Mar- 
соз administration were the reason the dic- 
tator disallowed him from assuming his 
post as mayor of Mandaluyong in 1980. 

After Marcos was ousted in 1986, his 
successor, Corazon Aquino, appointed Aba- 
los officer in charge of Mandaluyong, which 
‘was a municipality then. 

He was elected mayor of Mandaluyong In 
1988, a position he held until 1998. It was 
during his tenure that Mandaluyong became 
a city. He was succeeded by his son, Ben- 
jamin Jr, more commonly known as Benhur. 


Father and son 

In 2001, father and son were charged 
with plunder in the Ombudsman for alleged- 
ly stealing P719 milion from Mandaluyong 
City's coffers during their terms. The Om- 
budsman has since dismissed the charges. 

Before becoming mayor, the elder Abalos 
had served as assistant city fiscal of Manila, 
‘municipal court judge and chair of the 
Metropolitan Manila Development Authorlty. 

‘Abalos was born in Mandaluyong on 
Sept. 21, 1935, to Eufrocina Santos and 
Ciriaco Abalos. Living in poverty, the couple 
allowed a close relative to adopt their 
youngest child, Rosalinda, to ensure a 
good future for her. 

Despite poverty, the young Benjamin 
graduated from the Mandaluyong Elemen- 
tary School with the highest honors, and 
finished high schoo! in three years at the 
Jose Rizal College. He received his law бе; 
‘gree from the Manuel L. Quezon University 
atthe age of 21, the first in his family to 
earn a college degree. 


Odd jobs 

Abalos supported his college education 
by working as factory worker, messenger, 
janitor and caddy at the Wack Wack Golf 
and Country Club. Decades later, he was 
elected president of the exclusive club. 

Abalos is married to the former Corazon 
Pineda de Castro, with whom he has five chil- 
dren—Ma. Corazon, Benjamin Jr., Arnold, 
Jonathan and Joy. Cyril L. Bonabente and 
Kate Pedroso, Inquirer Research 


ang up on JDV III, Neri 


les Lim, a freelance writer,’ 
id: "Its Neri's day, so far. But 
the fact that he invoked execu- 
tive privilege means that he із? 
holding back." 
Lawyer Ernesto Francisco Jr. 
praised Neri for “being truthful.” 


Why was there no probe? 
"The problem is with ће, 
President, When Neri informed; 
her about the bribe attempt, she 
should have ordered an investi- 
gation. But she did not. She has 
to explain that to the people,” 


“we could not make heads or tails of this bribery.” 


(from the opposition and the ad- 
ministration), ‘except Neda Di- 
rector General Neri, are compet- 
ing for the P1.5 billion," she said. 
Santiago described the Joey 
de Venecia-Abalos standoff as 
reflective of “a double-cross 
syndrome.” 
Our job is to find out who 
double-crossed whom," she said. 
Santiago said that instead of 
focusing on more productive is- 
sues, “here we are in the middle 
of a "Mafia-like confrontation." 
"Why don't they just drop each 
other off the usual way? Why 
bring it here in the Senate? Why 
don't they just kill each other in 
the streets?" Santiago said in an 
interview after walking out of 
the session hall. 
‘Chinese invented corruption’ 
Santiago even berated the 
Chinese for having “ invented 
corruption for all of human civi- 
lization” which, she said, ex- 
plained their interest in giving 
out golf invitations, free dinners 
and free tickets to China. 
“Weall know that when we are 


машон 


public officials, we are not invit- 
ed because of our physical or sex- 
ual good looks. We are being in- 
vited in connection with a certain 
government project. That is my 
observation,” said Santiago. 

Enrile produced a letter from 
an official of Amsterdam Hold- 
ings Inc. (AHI) showing Speak- 
er De Venecia purportedly had a 
direct hand in АНГз project. His 
son, Joey de Venecia, is founder 
and a stockholder of AHI. 


Speaker’s hand 

Enrile quoted a Dec. 4, 2006, 
letter of AHI managing director 
Ernesto C. Garcia addressed to 
Transportation Secretary Lean- 
dro Mendoza stating: "The 
Speaker's office, and I repeat 
the Speakers office, had in- 
structed me (Garcia) to forward 
the attached material to your 
office, ASAP” 

Enrile noted that Garcia’s let- 
ter contained a draft endorse- 
ment of AHI's NBN project for 
the signature of Mendoza and 
intended for Neri. 

Mendoza did not sign the 


“DOUBLE-CROSS SYNDROME": Exasperated Sen. Miriam 
‘Santiago scolds the principals in Wednesday's hearing for wasting the 
Senate's time over а case that she denigrates as a теге “fight over 


your own kickbacks.” 


proposed agreement. 

"In other words, the ZTE pro- 
ject of Amsterdam Holdings 
‘was none other than the project 
of Speaker De Venecia like the 
NorthRail project," Enrile said. 


Neri'shour 

Neri was not spared the ad- 
ministration senators biting 
criticism for supposedly sup- 
porting the young De Venecia's 
project proposal. 

Neri strongly denied support- 
ing the project, stressing that he 
only liked its concept. 

But to civil society leaders, it 
was Neri’s hour. 

Despite invoking executive 
privilege when asked about his 
conversations with Ms Arroyo, 
Neri was able to “connect the 
dots” about the NBN project, 
said former Presidential Peace 
Adviser Terecita “Ging” Deles. 

Executive privilege is the right 
of a president and high-level of- 
ficials authorized by her to with- 


ROGERMARGALO 


hold information from Congress, 
the courts, and ultimately the 
public regarding “state secrets,” 
such as those affecting confiden- 
tial military, diplomatic and oth- 
er national security matters. 
(Story on Page A1.) 

“I think the dots are being con- 
nected, more aspects of the pro- 
ject are coming out,” said Deles, a 
convenor of the Black & White 
Movement, a group that cam- 
paigned for Ms Arroyo's resigna- 
tion at the height of the "Hello, 
Garci" wiretapping scandal. 


Lack of credibility 

“Neri seems to be standing up 
to scrutiny,” Leah Navarro, an- 
other Black and White Move- 
ment member, added. 

Navarro slammed Abalos, 
who accused Neri of lying after 
the latter testified that Abalos 
had offered him bribe to secure 
approval of the deal with ZTE. 

“No one in this room is giving 
Abalos any credibility.” Navarro 


Francisco said. 

Francisco has filed а com- 
plaint with the Ombudsman., 
seeking the investigation of the 
President's husband, Jose 
Miguel Arroyo, for his supposed * 
participation in the NBN deal. 

In a statement, the Makati , 
Business Club commended Neri 
for his "courageous testimony" 
but expressed regret at his deci- 
sion to invoke executive privi- 
lege when asked what he and 
Ms Arroyo talked about in con-: 
nection with the project. 

“By implicating (Abalos) 
an attempt to bribe him .. 
Chairman Neri placed his per- 
sonal safety as well as his pro- 
fessional career at grave risk. 
However, we regret that he in- , 
voked executive privilege ага, 
point in his testimony which, 
prevented certain facts from be- , 
ing revealed," the MBC said. 

It renewed its call for Abalos 
to resign “for bringing disgrace , 
to his office” and said if Abalos 
ignored its appeal, “we call оп, 
Congress to impeach him.” 

The MBC also reiterated its, 
appeal to Ms Arroyo to cancel 
the contract with ZTE. 


STANDINGS AFTER EIGHT ROUNDS: 6 
polnts—Z. Pengxiang (China), Z. Jun (China); 
5.5—D. Laylo (RP), W. Hao (China), 2. Jlanchao 
(Онга), W. Yang (China), M. AModiahki (Qatar), 
б. бора! (India), D. Neelolpal (India), А. Kunte (n- 
1); 5—R. Antonio (RP). U. Adanto (Indonesia), L. 
@. Шет (Vietnam); 4.5—C. Sandipan (Inda) L. 
Chao (China), б. Deepan (India). P. Negi (Inda), S. 
Yang (Ghina); 4—M. Paragua (RP), 0. Dimakiling 
(RP), J. Sadorra (RP), R. Bancod (RP). X. Jun 
(China), E. Moradiabadi (Iran), A. Bagheri (Iran), M. 
Mahjoobzardast (гап), M. Ardeshi (гап), W. Zhou 
(China), Y. Shaoteng (China), W. Rui (Ghina), N.A. 
Dung (Vietnam); 3.5—E. Bagamasbad (RP), НА. 
Hussein (га), H. Toufighi (пап), TH, Thong (Viet 
nam), A. Samhouri (Jordan), D.D. Tong (Vietnam) 


By Roy Luarca 


MANDAUE CITY—CHINESE 
Grandmasters Zhang 
Pengxian and Zhao Jun opt- 
ed to play it safe Wednesday 
night, agreeing to quick 
draws and keeping their 
share of the lead in the Sixth 
Asian Individual Chess 
Championship here. 

Zhang halved the point with Indian 
GM Das Neeloipal while Zhao split the 
point with countryman GM Wang Hao to 
raise their totals to 6.0 points after eight 
rounds at the Cebu International Conven- 
tion Center. 

Trailing the eight-seeded Zhao and the 
second-seeded Zhang, winner of the First 
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo Cup 
last November, at 5.5 points were Filipino 
IM Darwin Laylo, Neelotpal, Wang, 
Qatari GM Mohamad Al-Modiahki, Indi- 
an GM GN. Gopal, Chinese IM Wen Yang 
and Indian GM Abhijit Kunte. 

Continuing his amazing comeback af- 
ter serving а six-month suspension 
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DARWIN Laylo (left) continues 


slapped by the National Chess Federation 
of the Philippines, Laylo beat rising Ce- 
buano star Kim Steven Yap in 52 moves of 
an English Opening to lift the sagging 
Philippine campaign. 

The 27-year-old Laylo, a Turin 
Olympian, was on the verge of promoting 
his f pawn when Yap, the two-time na- 
tional Prisaa champion, resigned. 

GM Rogelio Јову’ Antonio bounced 
back into contention by trashing Iraniar. 
Intemational Master Morteza 
Mahjoobzardast in 55 moves ofa Sicilian. 

‘The 42-year-old Antonio, sidetracked 
by Chinese GM Wang Hao in the seventh 
round, improved to 5.0 points and boost- 
ed his bid for another stint at the chess 
World Cup slated in Russia in November. 

Bunched with Antonio, the Philippines’ 
highest scorer in the 2006 Turin Chess 


FOR THE FASTEST. KNOCKDOWN 


‘Anytime of the year, Dengue-carrying mosquitoes can pack a 


7Hit them hard 


‘spray day and night. Use Ba 
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amazing comeback from a six-month suspension, 


Olympiad, were Indonesian GM Utut 
Adianto and Chinese WGM Shen Yang, 
thelone female entry among 72 entries. 

Kunte handed Yang her first defeat to 
gain ground on the pacesetters of the 17- 
nation, 11-round tournament. 

The 16-year-old Shen, the reigning 
world junior girls’ Шет who conquered 
Filipino GM Mark Paragua in the seventh 
round, stayed at 4.5 points. 

AlModiahki bested Indian GM 
Chakkravarthy Deepan, Gopal downed 
Indian GM Chanda Sandipan while Wen 
stunned Indian GM Parimaran Negi. 

IM Oliver Dimakiling drew with Chi- 
nese GM Xu Jun after 31 moves of a 
Kings Indian Defense as both climbed to 
4.0 points. 

Other Filipino bets posted contrasting 
results with NM Hamed Nouri bowing to 


rious punch to your family's health. 
gon Mosquito Killer with the new fastest knockdown formula 
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Viemamese GM Nguyen Anh Dung and 
NM Mirabeau Maga downing Sri Lankan 
MK A. Russel 

Hamed remained at 3.0 points in the 
company of NM Emmanuel Senador and 
Anthony Makinano. Maga moved out of 
the cellar with 2.0 points, 

Senador, a member of the Philippine 
team to the 2004 Chess Olympiad, ‘beat 
compatriot Rustum Tolentino to match 
Makinano's victory over Stuat Fancy of 
Papua New Guinea. 

Late seventh round matches saw Laylo 
and Yap hurdle higher rated rivals GM 
Dao Thien Hai and IM Wesley So. 

Zhao trounced Indian GM Parimarjan 
Negi to join Zhang at the top with 5.5 
points. The top 10 finishers after 11 
rounds will represent the region in the bi- 
еппіа World Cup. 
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Lightnings 
clinch top 
UCAA spot 


THE ASIAN COLLEGE OF SCIENCE 
and Technology (Acsat) Lightnings 
overcame a bad start and clobbered 
the Philippine School of Business Ad- 
ministration Jaguars, 101-70, to clinch 
the top Final Four slot in the Universi- 
ties and Colleges Athletic Association 
(UCAA) men's basketball tournament 
atthe Olivarez College Sports Center. 

Chris Bularon led the Lightnings with 
25 points, enabling Acsat to finish the 
eliminations with a 10-4 record. 

Their victory arrested a two-game 
slide by the Lightnings, who ended the 
Jaguars’ semifinal aspirations and com- 
pleted the Final Four cast. 

The Las Piñas College Blue Lions 
emerging as the last дпа! 

‘The Blue Lions (9-5) formalized their 
еппу into the Final Four, crushing the 
Universal College of Nursing Dragons, 
81-58, with RJ Terez and Cameroon 
standout Ben Bikonte delivering 12 and 
1J points, respectively. 

The Si. Francis of Assisi College Doves 
(9-4) and the defending champion 
Emilio Aguinaldo College Generals (9-4) 
are fighting to eam the second semis seat 
as of presstime. 

“in our last in the elimination game, 
we just wanted to win convincingly 50 
the boys can have а lot of confidence go- 
ing into the Final Four,” said Lightnings 
coach Ricky Alcantara. 
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5 Metro areas under 
tight watch by police . 


Maximum security for barangay polls 


By Kristine L. Alave 


THE NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION 
Office has identified five "areas of 
immediate concern” in Metro Mani- 
la before the synchronized baran- 
gay and Sangguniang Kabataan 
elections on Oct. 29. 

Supt. Rhodel Sermonia, NCRPO 
spokesperson, said the police are 
closely monitoring depressed areas 

Malabon City, Smokey Mountain, 
Tondo and Quiapo in Manila and 
Maharlika Village in Taguig City. 

"We will have maximum police 
visibility and security in these areas 
during the election period," he told 
reporters yesterday at a media fo- 
rum in San Juan City. 


Sermonia said these areas have 
been placed under close monitoring 
due to past incidents of violence 
and reports about the presence of 
lawless elements. He added that 
they would soon evaluate the secu- 
rity situation in these communities 
to determine if there is a need to 
place them under the supervision of 
the Commission on Elections. 

The NCRPO earlier warned the 
Metro police chiefs to be on guard 
even weeks before next month's 
elections to monitor the presence of 
groups that may take advantage of 
the situation 

“Various threat groups are expected 
to take advantage of the election for fi- 
nancial gain as well as to advance their 


organizational agenda by supporting 
their candidates,” the NCRPO said. 

“We will deploy teams to areas 
that need to beef up their security 
forces to'ensure orderly and peace- 
ful elections," Sermonia said. 

He added that they would also 
coordinate with local government 
units to ensure that all election se- 
curity measures would be efficient- 
ly implemented. 

The Philippine National Police 
will implement the nationwide ban 
imposed by the Comelec starting 
Sept. 29 until Nov. 13. During the 
period, all permits to carry firearms 
outside of homes are suspended un- 
less the holder has a written permis- 
sion from the Comelec. 


Tullahan Bridge repair work over 
by Saturday; open to traffic Oct. 15 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE 
Tullahan Bridge in Valenzuela City 
will finally be completed this Satur- 
day, according to Assistant Director 
Angelito Twano of the DPWH Na- 
tional Capital Region. 

However, the bridge will be open 
to vehicular traffic on Oct. 15 be- 
cause the department needs 15 days 
to build the approaches to both ends 
of the structure, he added. 

The project was originally set to 
be completed last June but was de- 
layed because of allegations that it 
was overpriced and the work was 
being undertaken by a contractor 
who had been blacklisted 

Sen. Ramon “Bong” Revilla, head 
of the Senate committee on public 
works who made the allegations 


even called for the dismissal of the 
Tullahan project director, Director 
Josefino Rigor of the DPWH-NCR. 

Public Works Secretary Hermo- 
genes Ebdane Jr answered these 
accusations by explaining that the 
target date of completion was 
moved from June to September b. 
cause of the May 14 elections. 

"Local executives requested that 
the project be stopped until after 
the elections," Ebdane pointed out. 

He likewise denied allegations 
that the DPWH hired a “blacklisted 
contractor" for the project and that 
the price was padded by some P2.5 
million. 

There was no irregularity in the 
awarding of the P63 million project. 
contract to RC Ramos Construction 
Co., Ebdane said. 

The project involves the total re- 


construction and elevation of the 
bridge to prevent water from the 
Tullahan River from flooding the 
structure during the rainy season 


“DID YOU KNOW _ 


KALENTONG Street in Mandalu- 
yong City was named after the 
nom de guerre of Vicente Leyva, 
one of the heroes of the revolution 
against Spanish rule. 

‘Also named in honor of Leyva, a 
native of Barangka, Mandaluyong, is 
the highest award given by the city 
| to маза and groups with sig- 

nificant contributions to society: The 
Order of General Kalentong Award. 

Cyril L. Bonabente, 
Inquirer Research 
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FALLING pieces of concrete from the facade of the condemned Philtrust building in Binondo, 
Manila, shattered the windshield ofa van, one of eight vehicles damaged in the incident. 


yesterday. 


RENZANORA 


Binondo building facade 
crumbles; 8 cars damaged 


By Tina G. Santos 


PARTS OF THE FACADE OF AN ABAN- 
doñed building in Binondo, Manila, crum- 
bled yesterday and fell on at least eight ve- 
hicles which were parked nearby. 

Of the eight vehicles, three were destroyed 
while the rest sustained some damage. 

There were no injuries or fatalities re- 
ported. 

Police said the debris came from the 
eightstory Philtrust building on Quintin 
Paredes and Cervantes Streets that had 
been condemned and ordered demolished. 

The City Council of Manila earlier passed 
a resolution seeking to tear down all con- 


demned buildings and infrastructures in 
the city. 

Councilor Lourdes Isip-Garcia, chair of the 
committee on housing and urban develop- 
ment and resettlement, had voiced her con- 
cern about the fact that the city has many 
condemned buildings that remain standing. 

"There have been a lot of notices (for de- 
molition) sent out but I have yet to see actual 
demolition take place," Garcia said. "These 
Structures are dangerous to the public. They 
might collapse anytime, might harm or kill 
people and cause damage to other proper- 
ties," she said, adding that condemned build- 
ings "attract the homeless and curious little 
children, particularly street kids." 


For one weekend, exhilaration will be 


capture d 


5 Acceleration 


A BMW Motorsport Xpo. 
October 5 to 7. 2007 - BMW Pavilion, Bonifa 


EUROPE. NOW BETTER THAN BEFORE. 


Flying to Europe has never been this better with 
‘exceptional choices from your 5-star airline. 

Qatar Airways flies to 17 European destinations via Doha 
with 9 weekly flights between Manila and Doha and 

3 weekly fights between Cebu and Doha 


For more information, visit qatarairways.com or please 
contact your local travel agent or Qatar Airways, 
Manila (632) 812 1888, Cebu (6332) 232 1000 
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AS CHARGES AND COUNTER- 
charges are being hurled in the. 
Senate and in the media about. 
the National Broadband Net- 
work (NBN) project retired 
Brig. Gen. Victor Corpus must 
be shaking his head over the 
‘outcome of what he calls a “no- 
ble project.” 

You see, the broadband 
network project, as well as 
the cyber education or dis- 
tancelearning program of 
the Department of Educa- 
tion, was Corpus’ idea. 

Both the NBN and the dis- 
tance-learning project are 
now both on hold upon or- 
ders of President Gloria. 

The Supreme Court earlier. 


Controversial NBN project was Victor Corpus' idea 


issued an order temporarily sus- 
pending the implementation of 
the NBN project. 

Actually what Corpus, for- 
mer chief of the Intelligence. 
Service of the Armed Forces of 
the Philippines (Isafp), wanted 
was just a single cyberspace 
project. 

The wise guys in the Arroyo 
administration, however, broke 
itdown into two—the NBN pro- 
ject and the cyber education ог 

ance-learning program. 

When the President's men 
adopted Corpus’ idea, they 
didn’t have the courtesy of giv- 
ing him credit for it. 

As early as 2001, Corpus gave 
this writer, his adopted class- 


mate (Philippine Military 
Academy Class 1967), his idea 
was to make quality education 
accessible to barrio folks 
through computer-based learn- 
ing with the use of satellite fa- 
cilities. 

I didn't pay attention to 
what he told me then because 
I'm a complete computer illit- 
erate. 

E-commerce, e-learning, e- 


mail—whatever—are beyond 
my comprehension. I'm a dog 
that can’t be taught new 
tricks. 

When I called him yesterday 
and reminded him about his 
idea, which is now the talk of 
the town, he said: "Mon, the 
project is very noble. They just 
destroyed it.” 

Vic Corpus, who was inca- 
pable of the shenanigans now 
being exposed in the Senate 
when he was still in the service, 
lives a very simple life. 

When one leg of his old din- 
ing table gave way, he repaired 
it himself instead of just buying 
anew dining set. 

As military general, he could 


have had one of his soldiers re- 
pair the dining table, or he 
could afford to buy one. 

Why did Corpus arrive at the 
idea of giving the barrio folk 
quality education through long- 
distance learning via satellite? 

Because he believes that edu- 
cating the poor would liberate 
them from ignorance that the 
New People's Army (NPA) is ex- 
ploiting. 

Poverty, Corpus said, is the 
result of ignorance. 

Poverty drives many poor 
people to support or join the 
NPA because they feel that gov- 
ernment is indifferent to their 
condition. 

OF course, Corpus knows 


whereof he speaks because he 
once defected to the NPA out 
of frustration over the govern- 
ment’s apathy towards the 
poor and oppressed. 

Corpus hopes that the gov- 
emment continues е 
broadband network and dis- 
tance learning projects with- 
out the attendant issues, of 
corruption. 

If only President Gloria 
didn't let go of Corpus to side 
with her favorite Cabinet 
member with whom Vic had 
a tiff, the current Senate in- 
vestigation into the NBN pro- 
ject, and the flak it has gener- 
ated, would not be taking 
place today. 


Missing nanny to face kidnapping charges, says NBI 


By Tina б. Santos 


KIDNAPPING CHARGES WILL BE 
filed by the National Bureau of In- 
vestigation in the Pasig City Prose- 
cutors Office next week against 
Marites Ontog, the nanny of Geral- 
dine Palma, the 7-year-old girl who 
is believed to have been kidnapped, 
raped and killed by her abductors. 

“We will file the case based on the 
claim of Palma's father, Gerald, that 
his daughter was taken without his 
consent,” Arnel Dalumpines, chief 
of the NBI Special Task Force told 
reporters yesterday. The agency is 
conducting its own investigation of 
the case. 

Meanwhile, the parents of Jes- 
salyn Salvatierra, the 12-year-old 
girl from Tondo who disappeared at 
about the same time as Palma, are 
expected to give DNA samples at 


the NBI today. The samples will be 
compared with those taken from 
the body of the giri—believed to be 
Palma—which they exhumed last 
Monday. 

Palma, a 7-year-old student of St. 
Paul College, disappeared with On- 
tog, her nanny, last month. A few 
days after she was reported miss- 
ing, the body of a girl stuffed inside 
а suitcase was found in Tondo, 
Manila. 

The body was believed to be that 
of Palma after her parents, Gerald 
and Felma, came forward and iden- 
tified her as their daughter. The 
body was exhumed Monday after 
the police raised doubts that it was 
Palma's. 

Salvatierra, on the other hand, 
was last seen on Aug. 12—at about 
the same time Palma disappeared. 

The girl apparently failed to 


come home after she was seen rid- 
ing a pedicab from her school, po- 
lice said. 

Yesterday, Salvatierra’s mother, 
Julieta, went to the NBI for finger- 
printing. Julieta also turned over 
her daughter's belongings, includ- 
ing books and toys, for possible lift- 
ing of latent fingerprints. 

Chief Insp. Alejandro Yanquil- 
ing, head of the Manila Police Dis- 
trict homicide division, said they 
were able to secure Salvatierra's 
dental records at the Manuel L. 
Quezon Elementary School, where 
she was a grade six student. But the 
available records were taken when 
she was 8 years old, Yanquiling 
said. 

Dalumpines added that they 
would call in a dentist who alleged- 
ly conducted tooth extraction pro- 
cedures on Salvatierra last year. 


Supreme Court of the Philippines 
Judicial and Bar Council 


Manila 


4 get life terms for drug possession 


By Allison W. Lopez 


THREE WOMEN AND A MAN WERE 
sentenced to life imprisonment by a 
Manila court yesterday after they were 
found guilty of possessing more than 
500 grams of the illegal drug “shabu.” 
The four were also ordered to pay a total 
of P1.7 million in penalties. 

Convicted for violation of Sec. 11 RA 
9165 (illegal possession of dangerous 
drugs) were Pakungan Talib, Asna Gugo, 
Aga Ulong and Danny Ulong, who were 
arrested during a routine check by Mani- 
la police in Quiapo in 2004. 

Judge Carmelita Manahan of the 
Manila Regional Trial Court Branch 16 
gave weight to the testimonies of five po- 


licemen who testified for the prosecu- 

jon—Insp. Jose Asayo, SPO1 Porfirio 
Divina, SPO1 Manuel Aceveda, PO2 
cente Baquiran and PO3 Jordan Villanue- 
va—for being “straightforward, consi 
tent and credible in all material points. 

For the defense, two barangay officers 
collaborated the testimonies of the ac- 
cused that the arrest was made not in 
Quiapo but in Sampaloc. The accused al- 
so claimed the police did not have search 
warrants but asked them to shell out P3 
million for their release, which they were 
unable to produce. 

The court, however, junked their de- 
fense and cited the “presumption of regu- 
larity in the performance of police off. 


cers duty.” M 


Major waterways, food firms top targets 
of MMDA intensified flood control efforts 


By Kristine L. Alave 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


The JBC announces that the following are applicants for different judgeship 
positions: 


REGIONAL TRIAL COURT (RTC): (REGION I) SAN FERNANDO, LA UNION, 
Br.66: ACOSTA, Benedicto Jr. M.; AQUINO, Manuel R.; BALLOQUING, Marita 
В.; BERNARDO, Elmer R.; BORJA, Crispo Jr. Q.; CABALTERA, Froilan D.; 
CASTILLO, Virgilita B.; CONCEPCION, Victor O.; CORPUZ, Carlito A; CORTEZ, 
Reynaldo A.; DIZON, Medwin S.; DIZON, Rodolfo B.; FANGAYEN, Robert P.; 
FERNANDEZ, Nolasco Jr. M.; GUZMAN, Mayfior H.; LACANSANDILE, Reynaldo 
A;; LIM, Maximo B.; MALIAMAN, Maryfrances F.; QUINIT, Mario O.; REYES, 
Alfonso Basil A.; TOBIA, Robert H.; (REGION VI) BALAYAN, BATANGAS Br.9: 
ACOSTA, Benedicto Jr. M.; CALONGE, Diosdado V.; CAMPANILLA, Mario B.; 
CASTILLO, Renato M.; CHUA, Marifi P.; DE JESUS, Carolina F.; DELA PENA, 
Iluminado M.; DIZON, Rodolfo B.; HIDALGO, Maria Janina J.; LIM, Maximo B.; 
LINDOG, Mercedes D.; LINDOG, Noel M.; LLADOC, Victor P.; MIARAL, Ismael 
G; OLIVA, Ferdinand S.; SALUMBIDES, Manuel G; SILANG, Rolando E.; 
TENORIO, Buenaventura Albert J.; TOBIA, Robert H.; VILLALUZ, Roland C.; 
(REGION XI) TAGUM CITY, DAVAO DEL NORTE Br.1: ANG, Virginia T.; 
CABREROS, Socorro E.; DORADO, Castor B.; ELMAN, Rodolfo M.; ESPERO, 
Carlos Il L.; LOPEZ, Francisco Jr. H.; SILVOSA, Joselito M.; TANJILI, Ridway 
М; ZAMORA, Juan R.; 


MUNICIPAL TRIAL COURT (MTC): (REGION IIl) BALAGTAS, BULACAN: 
AGAMA, Marlyn M.; AMOS, Marissa D.; BEDANA, Gina A.; DEL ROSARIO, 
Rodrigo |.; ESGUERRA, Carolina DJ.; FAJARDO, Alejandro Jr. D.; FELICEN, 
Asteria B.; GARCIA, Anna Ma. Angela V.; HIDALGO, Maria Janina J.; HIPOLITO, 
Rosalia |.; LAGROSA, Мута S.; LOPEZ, Alexandro C.; MALLARI, Maricel G.; 
MAS, Ana Marie T.; MOZO, Esther B.; NOBLEJAS, Arturo У; OSORIO, Vicente 
Marcelo S.; PERUCHO, Zenaida D.; PILARES, Teresa E.;PINOY, Ma. Fe Carolyn 
©; ROJO, Ira Fritzie C.; ROMANO, IreneoA.; TALAPIAN, Hamiin Z.; TORRIJOS, 
Ronald Q.; (REGION IV) IMUS, CAVITE: AMOS, Marissa D.; AREVALO, Maria 
Rowena M.; BAYOT, Rudolph D.; BEDANA, GinaA.; CAMPANILLA, Marlo B.; 
DUQUE, Rosemarie Р.; ESGUERRA, Carolina DJ; FAJARDO, Alejandro Jr. D. 
GELUZ, Emily R.; GINGOYON, Adeliza M.; GITO, Emily SG.; HERNANDEZ, 
Joanne ©; HIDALGO, Maria Janina J.; LANDAYAN, Jose A.; LLUZ, Leopoldo 
C.; MANGUIAT, Fatima D.; MARANAN, Mary Jane V.; MARCOS, Dante Ange! 
C.; MARIANO, Orlando G.; MAS, Ana Marie T.; MONTESA, Rainelda E.; OGAD, 
Carmen DJ.; PAMINTUAN, Ricardo T.; PAMITTAN, Mary Jean C.; PANOPIO, 
Zendy V.; PARCO, Peter Z.; PINOY, Ma. Fe Carolyn G; RIVERA, Emmanuel L.; 
ROJO, Ira Fritzie C.; VELAZCO, Jose Jr. M.; МІСТА, Liza DL.; 


MUNICIPAL CIRCUIT TRIAL COURT (MCTC): (REGION I) TAYUG-SAN 
NICOLAS, PANGASINAN: AMOS, Marissa D.; ASUNCION, Stella Marie G.; 
FLORES, Cristeta C.; NGIPOL, Vaido Boyd T.; ORPILLA, Arleen R.; PERALTA, 
Nimia C.; ROJO, Ira Fritzie C.; PANINGBATAN, Alejandra P.; 


The public may submit sworn complaint, written report, or opposition 
against any of the aforesaid applicants not later than 08 October 2007 to 
the JBC Secretariat, 2° Fir. Centennial Bldg., Supreme Court, Padre Faura 
St., Manila (Tel.No.552-9512; Fax No.552-9598; e-mail address 
jbc_supremecourt@yahoo.com.ph). 


All applicants for judicial positions must submit to the JBC within ten days 
via fax, mail or e-mail their updated JBC Form 1 Revised September 2007 
(downloadable from the JBC Website http.// jbc.supremecourt.gov.ph) and proof 
of Filipino citizenship. 


26 September 2007. WD ih praca 
MA. LUISA D. VILLARAMA 
Clerk of Court & JBC 
Ex Officio Secretary 


(PDI-Scuenber 7, 287) 


THE METROPOLITAN MANILA 
Development Authority (MMDA) is 
working double time cleaning up 
major waterways and avenues in 
the city in anticipation of more 
rains in the coming months because 
of the La Nifia phenomenon. 

In a forum yesterday at Club Fil- 
ipino, MMDA Chair Bayani Fernan- 
do yesterday said the agency is in- 
tensifying its cleanup efforts, and 


appealed to food companies, fast 
food firms and restaurants to dis- 
pose of their waste properly. 

He identified as priority cleanup 
areas the Antipolo City drainage, 
the Blumentrit, Sunog Apog and 
the Dimasalang creeks in Manila 
and the Рагайадие and San Juan 
Rivers as well as the Tullahan River 
in Valenzuela City. 

The MMDA is also expected to 
boost its flood control operation af- 
ter Malacañang doubled the agen- 


суз budget for flood control from 
P101 million this year to P256 mil- 
lion for 2008, the chair said. 

Fernando also issued a warning 
to restaurants and fast food firms 
who do not dispose of their garbage 
properly, especially their grease 
waste. 

Food firms were told to place 
“grease traps” in their drainage sys- 
tems to prevent oil and fatty ingre- 
dients from entering the water- 
ways. 


1AEB No 2007-022 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BED (AEB) 
The Department of Tourism (DOT) through ts Bids and Awards Commitee (BAC), 
Invies Phi-GEPS regstered suppers 10 apply for ebpbity and злопһы and i 
found енуде and shortisted, lo b forthe hereunder projet 
Name of Project Comprehensive Land Use Plan (CLUP) for Boracay istand 
Bef Descrplon _Formulahon of e Comprehensive Land Use Plan (CLUP) 


for Boracay island 
Approves Budget Р 5 Маю (nce of VAT and oiher taxes) 
for ie Contract 


Contract Duration Four (4) months 
Eigibity of prospective bidders shall be checked using a non-discretionary "pass; 
af спела Snoristng of expo suppers wil be done based on the low criera. 
(8) apphcabie expenence (5) quakicaton of personnel who may be assigned 10 the 
job and. (c) current workload relabve fo capscty. Only $ енуше bidders shall make 
{Op the shorts!” The evaluabon procedure to be adopted shall be Qualty-Dasd 


All particulars relative to Eligibilty Statement and Sc 

Performance Securty. Pre-Bussing Conlerence(s). Еи 

Quatticaton and Award of Contract shal be у 

R.A 9184 and из implementing Rules and Regulaton (IRR). 

The schedule of actes з as follows: 
Activities 

T Submission of Lener o inient (LON) 


sening. Bid Security. 
bon ol Bids. Post: 
елшеп provisions oí 


Schedule 
т баюбег 2007 (800 2-500 pm) 
$^ Fir Rm 314, DOT Biog 

Тм Kalaw 51 Ermia Manta 

Upon submission of Leter of Tent 
(Lon 73" Fir Rm 314. DOT Вад 
Тм Kalaw St Ermita, Manta. 


вата of Ету Requromenis 
Checkist & Sample Forms. 


Базис 
Eigbity Requrements 
TM Kalaw St Ermia. Monto. 
08 Gciober 2007 (200 pm) 
DOT Traning Room, Rm. 202 
TM Kataw St Ermia. Manta. 
38 Ociober 2007 


[A бзге of Eighty REGWrememis 


Ж Resuls of лана 
[^ Si Engine Bede K 
E issuance of Bid Documents 


Te October 2007 (800 ат — 
500 рт. опу) з" Fir. Rm. 314 
DOT бо. TM Kataw Si Ema, Mania 
38 October 2007 (200 р т) 

DOT Trammg Room. Rm 202 

TM Kalaw Si Бима Mania 

Un 100 pm оту. 30 Ocober2007 
37 Fie Rm 314. DOT Biog 

Тм. Kalaw Si. Ermua, Мама 

30 October 2007 (200 pm) 


T Prepa Conlerence and Бейл _ 
Mi Shorisied Емре Biers 


[5-_5азтазоп of Technical and 
лал Proposals 


Э- Opening of Bide (Елеси Tor 
‘completeness of Technical DOT Trameg Room. Rm 202 
|__RegurementsPropossis) TM. Kalaw St Ermia, Мама 
‘The Egibity Requirements Chackisi Sample Forms wil be avatable st the BAC 
Secretanat lo Fiorencio Саран, 3* Floor Room 314, DOT Biog TM Kalaw SL 
Eres. Мама (et nos 524-1680 апа 524-1742) upon suomasion c а islet of nion. 
‘Submission of Eugioity Requrements i^ sealed envelopes shall be on the same 
E 
Bid Documents wil be avalable only to shortised ее bidders upon payment of 
2 non-reluncatte amount of Php 5,000 00 to the сәвит. Bids shall be submiled т 
Sealed envelopes adcressed to the BAC Chairman. 
The Department of Tourism reserves the right to reject any or ай bids, declare a 
Falure of Bading st any lane рпог іо the contract award, ог na 1o award the contract 
shout hereby осшплд any katy. and make no assurance ial ә contact shal be 
Entered ино as a esuk of the bang. Lew, the Depariment of Tounsm may 
Sawe any minor defect theres and accept the offer most advantageous Io the 
government. Further. the Department of Tourism assumes no responsiblity 
Shatscever io compensate or incemndy bidders for any expenses incurred In the 
Preparaton of the b. 


Approved by: 


(592) Usec. OSCAR P. PALABYAB 
ВАС Charman 


METROBRIEFS 


Jealous man kills live-in partner 
A20-YEAR-OLD woman died yesterday morn- 
ing at the hospital, a day after she was alleged- 
ly shot by her live-in partner in Barangay Sta. 
Monica, Novaliches, Quezon City. Carol Nator 
was shot in the face on Tuesday night bya man 
identified only by the police as "Ayudin" after 
she told him that she was leaving him. The po- 
lice said the victim wanted to end her relation- 
ship with the suspect because he was too pos- 
sessive and would get jealous every time she 
talked to another man. Case investigator SPO1 
Eduardo Samilin said the victim was in her 
house when the suspect arrived, shot her and 
then fled. Neighbors rushed Nator to the hos- 
pital where she died yesterday morning. 
Kenneth М. del Rosario 


Boy on bike dead in mishap 
A TEENAGER riding his bicycle on Edsa Exten- 
sion near the SM Mail of Asia in Pasay City the 
other day was killed after a van hit him. Jerome 
Tandungan, 16, suffered multiple injuries and 
was declared dead on arrival at the hospital. 
Rolando Fernandez, the driver of the Ford 
Everest that hit the boy's bike, surrendered to 
traffic enforcers after the incident. Case inves- 
tigator SPO2 Pete Sabuco said Fernandez was 
driving on the southbound lane of the Diosda- 
do Macapagal Boulevard on Tuesday afternoon 
when he hit the boy. The driver said he was. 
surprised to see the victim on his bike. "He 
claimed he did not notice the boy," Sabuco 
said. Traffic enforcers are preparing charges of 
reckless imprudence resulting in homicide 
against Fernandez. 

Julie M. Aurelio. 


Man convicted of murder 
THE MAN charged with killing a social welfare 
coordinator while distributing rellef goods in 
Tondo in 2004 was found guilty of murder by a 
Manila court yesterday. Judge Vedasto Mattd 
of the Manila Regional Trial Court Branch 4 
sentenced Nestor Angolong Caures to life im- 
prisonment for shooting to death social wel- 
fare barangay coordinator Ma. Aledia "Mary" 
Gilbuena who was distributing relief goods at 
the Baseco Compound. The court said it gave. 
credence to the testimonies of two witnesses 
who identified Caures as the one who shot 
Gilbuena dead. The police said the suspect ap- 
parently mistook the victim for someone else. 
Allison W. Lopez 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


Tbe WORLD oe AS 
US House tightens nuclear sanctions on Iran 


WASHINGTON—THE US HOUSE 
of Representatives aimed a 
sharp jab at Iran's President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad on 
Tuesday, slapping new energy 
sanctions on Tehran, and 
branding its Revolutionary 
Guard a terrorist group. 

А measure targeting the elite 
military corps and the lucrative 
Iranian energy sector sailed 
through the House by 397 votes 
to 16, hours before Ahmadine- 
jad's speech to the United Na- 
tions General Assembly. 

The legislation is aimed at de- 
priving Iran of proceeds from 
energy sales which could be di- 
verted into funding its nuclear 
program, which the West says is 
intended to produce atomic 
weapons, a charge Tehran de- 
nies. 

Из top sponsor veteran 
Democratic chair of the House 
Foreign Affairs committee, Tom 
Lantos, said the bill was needed 
because Iran's denials of a nucle- 
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ar weapons program could not 
be believed. 

‘wish that we could take Ah- 
madinejad at his word, but we 
obviously cannot," Lantos said. 

is is the same man who 
yesterday said, ‘Our people are 
the freestin the world, and there 
are no homosexuals in Iran." 

Tleana Ros-Lehtinen, the com- 
mittee's top Republican, added: 
"Тоо many foreign energy firms 
have become functional allies in 
‘Tehran's efforts to build a nudle- 
ar bomb.” 

The bill sanctions foreign 
companies with US subsidiaries 
which invest in Iran, particularly 
in the oil and gas sectors. 

Italso prohibits civilian nucle- 
ar cooperation with nations that 
support Iran's nuclear program 
and calls on the US government 
to urge foreign states and banks 
to divest from Iranian interests. 

The bill passed as six key 
world powers working to curb 
Iran's nuclear activities sched- 


US to examine legality 
of lethal injections 


WASHINGTON—IN A MOVE 
which could slow the rate of US 
executions, the Supreme Court 
agreed on Tuesday to consider 
the constitutionality of lethal 
injections used in almost all the 


uled new talks on imposing new 
sanctions against the Islamic 
state. 

It also calls on the State De- 
partment to designate the Islam- 
ic Revolutionary Guard as a “for- 
eign terrorist organization" and 
therefore open the corps and af- 
filiated companies to economic 
sanctions. 

US military officials and law- 
makers have accused the Guards 
of arming Shiite militias in Iraq, 
and supplying sophisticated 
roadside bombs that kill US sol- 
diers in the war-torn nation. 

The Bush administration said 
їп August it would designate all 
ог part of the Guards as a terror- 
ist organization. 

Tran has already been on the 
US government state sponsors of 
terrorism blacklist for more than 
two decades. 

The Senate was expected to 
vote on a bill as early as Tuesday 
also calling for the Guards to Ье 
blacklisted as a terrorist group. 


The House bill named the 
Iran Counterproliferation Act, 
takes away the often used power 
of the US president to waive 
sanctions against giant global oil 
firms which do business in the 
Iranian energy sector. 

Italso bars Iranian imports in- 
to the United States. 

Already this year, the US gov- 
emment has escalated financial 
sanctions against Iran. 

The US Treasury and other 
government agencies have 
blacklisted and applied asset 
freezes against at least 15 Irani- 
anentities. 

Most, including the Atomic 
Energy Organization and the 
Mesbah Energy Company, oper- 
ate in the nuclear, energy and in- 
dustrial industries. 

Iran's banking sector is also 
in Washington's sights, as well 
as Iranian groups it says fund 
“terrorist” organizations such 

lah, the Lebanese- 


tant group. 

The ‘Treasury blacklisted 
ranis. fifth-largest state-owned 
bank, Bank Sepah, in January, 
claiming it had funded weapons 
proliferation, including a Chi- 
nese firm's sale of "missile-relat- 
ed items" to Iran in 2005. 

In July, the House passed a bill 
requiring the naming of foreign 
companies with more than $20 


million in Iran's energy sector, 
paving the way for US federal 
and state pension funds to divest 
from such firms. 

The Guards is fiercely com- 
mitted to defending the ideals of 
Iran's revolutionary founder Ay- 
atollah Ruhollah Khomeini. 

Ahmadinejad fought for the 
Guards during the 1980-1988 
war with Iraq. AFP 


Republic ofthe Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
National Capital Region 
DY Inf! Bldg., 1650 Sen Marcelino. 
cor. General Malvar St., Malate, Manila 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that the following companies/employers have fled 
with this Regional Office application's for Alien Employment Permits: 


Мате and address-of 


Position 
npanylEmployer 


ZTE PHILIPPINES, NC. 
25F Рәс Six Big. 
Sen. GL. Puyat Ave. 

ar Makati Ave. Makati Cy 


Feng Tian 
Chinese 


Эмин Sales боди 


Рыа Sere нр Soroa Rem Ven 
[pep Varo ва Озата Сот а Pope Gy 
Ter Ne аара amen oi ma Couns Spy Brot Joa ою OY, 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Phápgino Science High Schooi-Westem Visayas. through is Bids and Awards 

Comm«teo (BAC) invites contractors regstered with and сазове by the Phitppine 

‘Contractors Accredtaton Board (PCAB) to apply for ендеу end f found eligble, 

to bid forthe hereunder contract 

Name of Contract Completion of Muti Purpose Gym. 

Location PSHSWW, Bgy Bioon. Jaro, lodo City 

Bnet Description Furnishing of labor, matenals tools, equipment and 
‘ther Incxertals for the repair and completion of 
Muk Purpose Gym 


perm 
ZTE PHILIPPINES NC. 
285 Paci Star D. 
Sen. Ga J. Puyat Ave. 

со. Makati Ave., Makat Chy 


ACCENTURE, INC. 
MSE Buking Ayala Avenue, 
Makati Cty 


Senior Finance Manager 


slow and painful and contradict 
the constitution’s ban on "cruel 
and unusual punishment." 

So far this year, 40 of the 41 
people executed in the country 
have been killed by lethal injec- 


‘ACCENTURE, INC. 
SE Эше, Ayala Avenuo. 
Mata Cy 

Approved 


country's death penalty cases. 

Amid growing controversy 
over exactly how lethal injections 
are administered, the court said it 
would examine the cases of two 
men condemned to death in the 
Souithem state of Kentucky. 

“Tt affects virtually everyone on 
death row," said Richard Dieter, 
director of the Death Penalty In- 
formation Center, who stressed, 
however, that the court is unlikely 
toend capital punishment. 

"It may be all about a slow- 
down,” he said. “For the next six 
months or so, we may have exe- 
cutions on hold." 

But despite the announcement, 
authorities in ‘Texas said they 
planned to go ahead and adminis- 
tera lethal injection later Tuesday 
to Michael Richard, 48, sentenced 
to death for raping and killing a 
mother of seven children in 1986. 

"The execution is still sched- 
uled,” Krista Moody, а spokesper- 
son for Texas governor Rick Репу, 
told AFP 

"Some countries may hesitate. 
to execute right now, but we're 
not a country where departments 
of corrections wait unless they 
have to." Rights activists argue 
that lethal injections are often 


tion, with one choosing the elec- 
tric chair. In 2006, there were 53 
executions in the United States, 
all but one through lethal injec- 
tion. 


to stop the heart. 

However, there is no national 
protocol for administering the 
drugs and itis not always done by 
a medical professional. While the 
prisoner may appear calm, sever- 


have shown that death may in 


А 2005 study showed only 
small amounts of sedatives in the 
bodies of the condemned, leaving 
open the possibility that they 


medications were injected. 
In Florida in December, Angel 
Nieves Diaz, his eyes wide open, 


suffering convulsions and dying. 

‘Authorities later found that the 
needles were inserted too far and 
the lethal cocktail was injected 
‘outside his veins. 


WoRLDBRIEFS 


Thai minister resigns 

BANGKOK—A senior Thal minister announced his resignation on Wednes- 
day because of confit of interest, fter it was revealed his ministry bought 
goods from a company in which he holds shares. Interior Minister Aree 
Wongsearaya was the third senior official to quit within a week, after the 
Counter Corruption Commission said they held more than 5 percent of 
shares in a private company, which is banned by the Thai Constitution. Aree 
acknowledged that his ministry had bought 6 milion baht ($188,000) worth 
‘of canned fish from a company which he part-owned, but denied he did any- 


thing wrong. АР 


Car bomb kills 5 in Iraq 
MOSUL—A suicide car bomber killed five people and wounded nine in an at- 
tack targeting a tribal leader near the town of Sinjar in northwest Iraq on 

Wednesday, local officials said. Ѕіпјаг Mayor Dakheel Hassu said the bomber 
blew his car up in a reception area where Sheikh Kanan al-Juhaimur regular- 
ly hosted guests outside his house in the village of Um el-Zaidan. Police said 
-uhalmur was wounded in the attack but Hassu said he had no details on the 
tribal leader's fate. 


Thaksin's trial suspended 

BANGKOK-—Thailand's Supreme Court suspended a corruption trial of fugi- 
tive deposed Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra on Tuesday until authorities 
сап bring him to court, officials said, as Thaksin claimed his innocence. 
‘Thaksin and his wife Pojamarn failed to appear in court on Tuesday for the 
first hearing of the trial in connection with her purchase of a prime piece of 
Bangkok real estate in 2003, when Thaksin was prime minister. "The law 
prohibits prosecution of the case without the defendants being present, so 
‘the court has ordered the trial suspended until officials can bring the defen- 
dants to court," said Thonglor Chomngang, chief of the nine judges hearing 


the case. АР 


New Zealand volcano erupts 
WELLINGTON—Ski lodges were evacuated, highways briefly shut down and 
опе тап badly injured when a volcano in New Zealand erupted unexpected- 
уу. spewing ash and rocks into the air, officials sald on Wednesday. The erup- 
tion a: Mount Ruapehu, located halfway between Wellington and Auckland 
‘on Nqw Zealand's North island, started at 8:23 p.m. on Tuesday and lasted 
for saven minutes, volcanologist Craig Miller said. “It was just straight out of 
the Hue,” Miller told Radio New Zealand. No further activity was reported in 
the hours following the eruption. 


Bhutto to take on Musharraf 
WASHINGTON—Pakistani ex-Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, vowing to re- 
‘store democracy and combat extremism, said on Tuesday her party would 
fidd a presidential candidate against General Pervez Musharraf. Bhutto said 
‘that under President Musharraf, Pakistan had become “the petri dish of the 
international extremist movement” and that only a new government with 
broad support could root out Islamic militancy. 


During ап execution, three 
drugs are administered to the 
condemned person: one to sedate 
him, one to paralyze him, and one 


al studies and botched executions 


fact be prolonged and quite 
painful. 


were awake when the other two 


grimaced and shook for more 
than 30 minutes before finally 


AFP 


Reuters 


АР 


АР 


Budget 
for the Contract (ABC) Рв,58890000 
Conirac Duration Five (5) months 
Prospective bidders (at least Medium A) should possess a valid PCAB License 
apgicatie 1 the contact, have completed а samdar contract with a value of at east 
‘50% of the ABC, and have key personnel and equipment (isted in the Ebgiity 
Forms) availabe for the prosecution of the contract. The BAC will use а non 
discretionary pass/tall criteria in the Engibiity Check/Screening as well as 
Preliminary Examination of Bids Prospective bidders should pass eligibility 
‘equremenis including GEPS Registaton. The BAC wil conduct post-quaiicaton of 
the lowest calculated be 
АП particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening. Bid Security. 
Pertomance Securty, Pre Bidding Conference, Exaluston of Bes, Post-Cuaticaton 
‘and Award of Contract shall be governed by the provisions of RA. 9184 and its 
Implementing Rules and Regulators (IRR) 
The schedule of BAC activities is as (обои: 
BAC ACTIVITIES. 

AdverusemenvPosing 

Recept of Leter of Intent and 
Issuance of Екрову Requrements, 
Deadine for Suarsasion of 
Eigiotty Requrements 

Nonce of Results of Eigbity Check 
Issuance of Б Documents 

10 Еве Contractor, 

Pre-bd conference. 'Ocicber 25. 2007 (130 PM] 
Recep! and Opening of Bs ‘November 08, 2007 (130 PM] | 
Tho BAC wil issue to prospective bidders Eligibikty Forms at PSHSWV-BAC 
Secretanat Offce si Bgy. Bazon, Jaro. lodo Сау. upon ther submission of LOI, and 
‘upon their payment of а non-retundable amount of Р1 000 00 to the PSHSWV 
Casher. Prospecive bidders shall submit the Eigbity Requrements to the ВАС at 
the sad adüress They may aiso obtan resuts ofthe Exgbity Check by the ВАС. 
al he same address wit telephone numbers (133) 3295644 and (033) 3292011. 
Tho BAC wil issue Bidding Documents only to bidders declared by the BAC to be 
аре кх the being upon payment of a non-elundable amount of P4,500 00 to the 
PSHSW Casher 

The PSHSWV reserves the right to reject any and ай bids. о declare a falure of 
‘being, ог nol to award and assumes no responsbity whalsoever to compensate ог 
indemnify bidders for any expenses incurred in the preparaton of thes bids- 
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VENUSCOSMECEUTIC 
CORPORATION 

Unt B 297 Ayala FGU Center Bldg. 
Alo Ave, Makati Cty 


VENUSCOSMECEUTIC 
‘CORPORATION 

Unt B 29 Ayala FGU Contr Big. 
маз c. Makat iy 


та Gu Kang 
Korean 


VENUS COSMECEUTIC 
‘CORPORATION 
‘Unt B 297 Ayala FGU Center Ви. 


Айз Ave. со. Hera SL, 
Makati Cay 


МОЛ ACTIVITY NETWORK 
‘SYSTEM ANS), INC. 

Unt Z2peEtseniower Condominium, 
7 Esertoncr SL San juan Cty 


ASIAN TECH. COMPUTER SALES. 
‘CORPORATION 
26 Hemady, Marana, Quezon Cày 


Jie Ying Weng 
Chinese 


Dong Weng 
Chinese 
26 Henady, Marana, Quezon Ciy 


MPHLIPPINES NC. 
Unt 1104 West Tower, Pil. Зока 
Exchange Center, Exchange Road, 
Ortigas Contr, Pasig Ciy 


DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
Во; 1, San Lorenzo Crp 
Rud Ave, Sa. Саш, Mania 


Hrokazu Morshia 
Japanese 


IPSINTERNATIONAL 
PCSTATION INC. 

‘San Jose Bldg, 1119 Espana 

co. P. Campa St, Sampaloc. Menta 


MTECCORPORATION 
Unt 15. La Fuerza Piza L 
Don Chino Races Ave, Мака! Cty 


Katsuhiro Oi 
Japanese. 


XHIMANLA PROPERTY, INC. 
SSHG Law Cent 
105 Paseo бе Roxas, Макай Cty 


Gary Philip, 
Constantine 
isialan. 


Masatu Oki 
Japanese 


HANESBRANDS PHILIPPINES, INC. 
Lat 2C Dona enea St. 
renee Subd. £ Sucat. 
Paranaque Cty 


CIGLSPHUPPNES, NC. 
SF ТМ. Kala Comer, 
TH Kataw SL, Ermita, Monta 


Зорі Kin 


Koran 


CLUB PLATINUM, NC. 
47 Polans SL Be Aa, 


Songguk Kim. 
Korean 


Chang Geun Kwak 
Korean 


тағ 6750 Ayala Otice Tower, 
1750 Ayala Ave.. Makai Cay 


RE GCONSTRUCTION 
DEVT.& TRADING, INC. 
GI Prior Busmess Cr. ВИ. 


2129 Pasong Тата, Makat Cay 


FAREASTREALESTATE 
PHLPPRESIC. 

Rm. 53 SfF Zeta Bldg. Salcedo St, 
Legaspi Vilago, Maka Ciy 
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the WORLD RN 
Burma, Somalia top corruption hit list 


LONDON—SLEAZE IS HOBBLING THE RECOV- Euh id isl. € eh а pew BURMA'S MILITARY 
ery of war-ravaged countries such as Iraq and So- Huguette Labelle, said in a state- clean. ү Корни ыызы чы epee nana aan 
тайа, which joined Burma (Myanmar) among Em 2 : = the жы the worst lev- on Wednesday, sending People ‘scurrying for cover as a crackdown 
wscoring countries need els of perceived corruption were intensified against the biggest antijunta protests in 20 years, 

states perceived to be the most corrupt, a respect- „ер aces нере HE не ie sh = с ы y 
ed antigraft watchdog reported on Wednesday. act now to strengthen account- Guinea. ACE 

Berlin-based Transparency In- countries believed to be the least ability in public institutions. But ТІ has frequently noted that  MIITARYFORCE Amed Forces 
ternational СП) said in its annual corrupt—named this year as action from top-scoring countries because the index is based on 
Corruption Perceptions Index Denmark, Finland and New і just as important, particularly subjective assessments, the fact 
covering 180 countries thatsome Zealand—needed to do more to in cracking down on corrupt ac- that Iraq had such a low rating 
of the world’s poorest nations combat corporate graft. tivity in the private sector” may be linked to the bigger inter- 
were seen ashaving the most dis- “Despite some gains, corrup- Тһе index score relates to per- national profile of the county 
honest political and business tion remains an enormous drain ceptions of the degree of corrup- since the US-led invasion in 2003 


Peramiltary 


MILITARY EQUIPMENT 


elites. оп resources sorely needed for tion as seen by business people and the huge influx of m ли Armoured Personnel Crier 325 | 
But the group said that even education, health and infrastruc- та country analysts. It ranges struction funds. iie Рага and combat ships 71 


Burma’s economic decline fuels ===" 


A GENERAL THAN SHWE 
(ey events п Burma's history Head of one of he worlds <A 
315-85 Surma becomes a province of MOst Secrelwe regimes OX, 


growing protest movement -— 3: 


F Wokedes 


RANGOON MUNT ——s——— Mrd M d 

haslivedonthemarginsmostof comethelargestwaveofantigov- some like Myint Myint are bear- publicly explaining the increase эі Burma gains indep 

her life, making little more than ernment demonstrations since a ing the new hardships with re- ог considering a phased-in price 

а dollar a day in impoverished failed democratic uprising in signed stoicism and staying out of hike as other Asian countries have 

Burma (Myanmar) as a con- 1988. the antigovemment rallies. In done. "iS Massive confontations between "ough ranks to 

struction worker. Then the mili. “My two children complained a country where an estimated 90 А similar misstep sparked the | pro-democracy demonstralorsandtne Become mitay 

tary government doubled fuel lot... nowthey are getting used to percent live on about $1-a-day 1988 protests which the junta mitar resultin 3,000 deaths жна олы SO 

prices last month. eating just a meal a day” said their priority is just surviving. suppressed by killing thousands ху renames pa LT IDID IM 
‘The hike raised the bus fares Myint Myint, who livesin the out- They did not take part in the of demonstrators, just after the Метан аесыст n ompaved ty Корито have oases расата ai | 

most of the poor like Myint skirts of Burma's commercial capi- protests but are angry at the way government increased the price of У усте узса а ерата ой 

Myint—depend on to get to work tal Rangoon in а thatched shack theeconomyisbeinghandled. rice and voided the kyat currency, рада protesis against Ine goverment» Rumours hatheis аю unconfirmed 

and forced them to curtail neces- with her unemployed husband Experts said the governments which left many with worthless m te 

sities like food. It triggered а апа three children agesfourto 11. mistake was raising fuel prices money Ap SeA Della Dav нене патр REUTERS D| 


Junta’s Than Shwe a master manipulator Bush urges UN to pressure 
BANGKOK—BURMAS (MYAN- cision-making is informed by understanding of the hardships repressive regimes 


mars) ruling junta governs in an odd mix of military strategy, facing the people in Burma, UNITED NATIONS—US PRESI- upheld,” he said. "When millions 
total secrecy from a hidden local tradition and other world- which is ranked among the dent George W. Bush urged the of children starve to death or per 
mountain compound in their ly beliefs like astrology. world's 20 poorest countries, United Nations on Tuesday to ish from a mosquito bite, we're 
new capital, often announcing David Mathieson, a Burma Mathieson said. do more to fulfill its global ге- not doing our duty in the world." 
major decisions by surprise, consultant for Human Rights “Probably a large part of the sponsibilities and press for Taking aim at familiar foes—Iran, 
leaving the country guessing Watch, said Than Shwe's over- officer corps that travels change in countries ruled by North Korea, Burma, Cuba, and 
their next move. riding goal is maintaining total around the country under- brutal regimes. violent Islamic extremists—Bush 
The junta leader, Senior Gen. military control of the country. stands what is happening but is Speaking before world leaders urged “civilized nations” to help 
‘Than Shwe, spenthisearly mili- "То them, keeping control of afraid to tell the old man,” he at the UN General Assembly, Bush people suffering under dictator- 
tary career in a psychological the country, and keeping the said. called on the world body to go ships. 
warfare unit and has used that military as the premier institu- Тһе current junta has ruled back to its guiding principles un- “Іп Belarus, North Korea, Syria, 
training to manipulate both his Чоп is rational thought. That to іп total secrecy and near isola- der the Universal Declaration of and Iran, brutal regimes deny 
political adversaries like Aung them makes sense, whether it's бол since they toppled the pre- Human Rights to defend freedom their people the fundamental 
San Suu Kyi, but also his rival ordained in the stars or in poli- vious dictator Ne Win during and battle hunger and disease. rights enshrined in the Universal 
generals. tics,” he said. the 1988 unrest, with Than “When innocent people are Declaration, Bush told an audi- 
Analysts say that Than Shwe Part of the problem is that Shwe at the helm since 1992. trapped in a life of murder and епо. including Iranian President 
THAN SHWE isunpredictable because hisde- Than Shwe appears to have no AFP fear, the declaration is not being Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. АЕР 


Nasa ready to launch Dawn | 
mission to asteroid belt So robe йе ange of tuners by gare 


S .. . data on the planetary objects 
САРЕ CANAVERAL—NASA IS READYING built up slowly over time—very slowly. = 3 Se E. Vesta and Ceres 


the Dawn spacecraft for launch on Thurs- The probe's engines work by pumping elec- 
day оп a long-delayed mission to explore trically charged ions of Xenon through an 
an asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter electric field, which accelerates the particles 
for clues to the birth of the solar system. and prepares them for a 142,400-kilometer 
ТЕ successful, Dawn will be the first robotic per hour escape into space. The force of the 
probe to put itselfinto orbit around two differ- expelled gas causes the spacecraft to move in 
ent bodies, thanks to an extremely efficient the opposite direction. 
electric engine powered by xenon gas. ‘The motion, which is about equal to the 
Dawn's targets are two ofthe largest bodiesin pressure of a sheet of notebook paper on the P's Е 
the asteroid Бен, Vesta and Ceres, which scien- human palm, is so gentle it would be useless m 
tists believe hold clues to the solar system's for- оп Earth. But in space, where there is no coun- L 
mation. Liftoff of an unmanned rocker carrying teracing gravitational force, momentum | Brightest asteroid 
Dawn is targeted for 7:20 am, EDT on Thurs- builds up over time. я 5 
day from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station. Te will take Dawn about four days to acceler- 
Dawn's last launch attempt in July was can- ate from zero to 96 kph, but it will consume 
celed after a string of technical problems and only 1.2 liters of fuel to do so. After 12 days, 
weather delays cut into the sarelite launch е spacecraft will reach more than 288 kph оп___ Solare! 
opportunity Nasa decided о launch ts gh and ater ayear Davm shold bezippingalong . Dime 1.64m long, 1.27 wide 
er-priority Mars probe and then a space shut- ata respectable 8,800 kph, having used only 
tle mission in August before returning Dawn 57 liters of fuel. с=т юни) = 
tothe launch pad. “T call it acceleration with patience,” said ў 
‘The spacecraft is perched atop ап un- Dawn's lead engineer, Marc Rayman with je Discovered January 1801 
manned Delta 2 rocket, which was to boost Nasa’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, ' З le 980 tan diameter 
Dawn into orbit around Earth soit can unfold California. = ; e Fist and largest. 
its 19.7 meter solar wing panels and fire up Traditional chemical thrusters are about | erat denied 
опе of is three ion engines for the four-year one-tenth as efficient as Dawn's ion engine È Mission duration jparaded to "днай 
trip to Vesta, and require far more fuel, which iswhy oncea ¥ Mission duration 8 years — 2 рано I Benet 
Dawn will slingshot itself around Mars in spacecraft reaches its intended target it settles УС : : 
February 2009, but most of its speed will be into orbit and stays there. 


New Japanese premier heads for showdown 


‘TOKYO—JAPAN'S NEW PRIME mal black tailed coat, told re- tough times ahead. to the victory by accusing the  Fukuda'sagenda. 
Minister Yasuo Fukuda was cer- porters as he left home for the “I would call this a cabinet that staunchly conservative Abe ofne- Тһе new premier’s first tesk is 
emonially sworn into office on palace ceremony. has its back to the wall,” Fukuda  glecing bread-and-butter issues, to extend а military mission sup- 
Wednesday as he headed to- Fukuda, a 71-year-old moder- told a news conference оп Tues- winning over rural voters resent- porting US-led forces in 
ward a showdown with the ate veteran of.the ruling Liberal day evening. "If we do a single ful of free-market reforms. Afghanistan, which the opposi- 
resurgent opposition amid Democratic Party, succeeded con- thing wrong, the Liberal Demo- The Tokyo Stock Exchange was ton has promised to block despite 
growing calls for snap elec- servative Shinzo Abe, who craticPary maylose itscontrol of nearly unchanged in moming calls from the United States and 
tons. abruptly announced his resigna- фе government.” trade as dealers waited to see the other Westem allies to contirue 
А day after he was installed by tion on Sept. 12 amid dwindling Тһе opposition ended a hal- fiscal policies of Fukuda, who has it 
parliament, Fukuda and his cabi- public approval. century of LDP control of the up- pledged to ease the pain ofthe re- Fukuda, who admits he has a 
net went to the sprawling imperi- “Ashe took overas prime minis- per house of parliament in July forms in the world’s second dry personality is known as a be- 
al palace in central Tokyo where ter, Fukuda admitted he was un- elections after Abe's government largest economy. hind-the-scenes operator adept at 
they were formally invested by der intense pressure to perform. мас embroiled in incessant scan- Тһе opposition is now seek- managing crises and is considered 
Emperor Akihito. Fukuda kept 13 of the 19 min- dals. ing snap elections for the more а dove in foreign policy who 
“feel good, good. Thad a воой istersinAbe'slastcabinetin place, Main opposition leader Ichiro powerful lower house of parlia- wants to improve ties with 
night’ sleep,” Fukuda, clad in for- opting for security to tide over Ozawa led his Democratic Parry ment and has vowed to scuttle Japan's neighbors. АЕР 
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Burma, Somalia top corruption hit list 


LONDON—SLEAZE IS HOBBLING THE RECOV- 
ery of war-ravaged countries such as Iraq and So- 
malia, which joined Burma (Myanmar) among 
states perceived to be the most corrupt, a respect- 
edantigraft watchdog reported on Wednesday. 
countries believed to be the least 
Corupt—named this year as 
Denmark, 
Zealand—needed to do more to 
combat corporate graft. 

“Despite some gains, corrup- 
tion remains an enormous drain 
on resources sorely needed for 
education, health and infrastruc- 


Berlin-based Transparency In- 
ternational (TI) said in its annual 
Corruption Perceptions Index 
covering 180 countries that some 
of the world’s poorest nations 
were seen as having the most dis- 
honest political and business 
elites. 

But the group said that even 


ture,” 
Berlin-based 


ment. 


Finland and New 


the chairperson of the 
organization, 
Huguette Labelle, said in a state- 


“Low-scoring countries need 
to take these results seriously and 
act now to strengthen account- 
ability in public institutions. But 
action from top-scoring countries 
is just as important, particularly 
in cracking down on corrupt ac- 
tivity in the private sector.” 

‘The index score relates to per- 
ceptions of the degree of corrup- 
tion as seen by business people 
and country analysts. It ranges 


between zero, which is highly 
corrupt, and 10, which is very 
dean. 

Оп the 2006 list, the worst lev- 
els of perceived corruption were 
in Haiti, Burma, Iraq and 
Guinea. 

TI has frequently noted that 
because the index is based on 
subjective assessments, the fact 
that Iraq had such a low rating. 
may be linked to the bigger inter- 
national profile of the country 
since the US-led invasion in 2003 
and the huge infux of recon 
struction funds. 


Burma’s economic decline fuels 
growing protest movement 


RANGOON—MYINT MYINT 
has lived on the margins most of 
her life, making little more than 
a dollar a day in impoverished 
Burma (Myanmar) as a con- 
struction worker. Then the mili- 
tary government doubled fuel lot... 
prices last month. 

The hike raised the bus fares 
most of the poor like Myint 
Myint—depend on to get to work 
and forced them to curtail neces- 
sities like food. It triggered a 


1988. 


Junta s Than Shwe a 


BANGKOK—BURMA'S (MYAN- 
mar's) ruling junta governs in 
total secrecy from a hidden 
mountain compound in their 
new capital, often announcing 
major decisions by surprise, 
leaving the country guessing 
their next move. 

The junta leader, Senior Gen. 
Than Shwe, spent his early mili- 
tary career in a psychological 
warfare unit and has used that 
training to manipulate both his 
political adversaries like Aung 
San Suu Kyi, but also his rival 


generals. 
THAN SHWE n 


month of protests, which have be- 
come the largest wave of antigov- 
ernment demonstrations since a 
failed democratic uprising in 


“Му two children complained a 
. now they are getting used to 
eating just a meal a day” said 
Myint Myint, who lives in the out- 
skirts of Burma's commercial capi- 
tal Rangoon in a thatched shack 
with her unemployed husband 
and three children ages four to 11. 


Analysts say that Than Shwe 
is unpredictable because his de- 


local tradit 


tics,” he said. 


Nasa ready to launch Dawn 
mission to asteroid belt 


CAPE CANAVERAL—NASA IS READYING 
the Dawn spacecraft for launch on Thurs- 
day on a long-delayed mission to explore 
an asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter 
for clues to the birth of the solar system. 

If successful, Dawn will be the first robotic. 
probe to put itself into orbit around two differ- 
ent bodies, thanks to an extremely efficient 
electric engine powered by xenon gas. 

Dawn's targets are two of the largest bodies in 
the asteroid belt, Vesta and Ceres, which scien- 
tists believe hold clues to the solar system's for- 
mation. Liftoff of an unmanned rocket carrying 
Dawn is targeted for 7:20 am, EDT on Thurs- 
day from Cape Canaveral Air Force Station. 

Dawn's last launch attempt in July was can- 
celed after a string of technical problems and 
weather delays cut into the satellite's launch 
‘opportunity. Nasa decided to launch its high- 
‘ex-priority Mars probe and then a space shut- 
Че mission in August before returning Dawn 
tothe launch pad. 

The spacecraft is perched atop an un- 
manned Delta 2 rocket, which was to boost 
Dawn into orbit around Earth so it can unfold 
its 19.7 meter solar wing panels and fire up 
one ofits three ion engines for the four-year 
trip to Vesta. 

Dawn will slingshot itself around Mars in 
February 2009, but most of its speed will be 


built up slowly over time—very slowly. 

The probe's engines work by pumping elec- 
trically charged ions of Xenon through an 
electric field, which accelerates the particles 
and prepares them for а 142,400-kilometer 
per hour escape into space. The force of the 
expelled gas causes the spacecraft to move in 
the opposite direction. 

‘The motion, which is about equal to the 
pressure of a sheet of notebook paper on the 
human palm, is so gentle it would be useless 
оп Earth. But in space, where there is no coun- 
teracting gravitational force, momentum 
builds up overtime. 

Itwill ake Dawn about four days to acceler- 
ate from zero to 96 kph, but it will consume 
only 1.2 liters of fuel to do so. After 12 days, 
the spacecraft will reach more than 288 kph 
and after a year Dawn should be zipping along 
at a respectable 8,800 kph, having used only 
57 liters of fuel 

“I call it acceleration with patience,” said 
Dawn's lead engineer, Mare Rayman with 
Кава Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, 
California. 

‘Traditional chemical thrusters are about 
one-tenth as efficient as Dawn's ion engine 
and require far more fuel, which is why once a 
spacecraft reaches its intended target it settles 
into orbit and stays there. Reuters 


As they have done for decades, 
some like Myint Myint are bear- 
ing the new hardships with re- 
signed stoicism and staying out of 
the antigovernment rallies. In 
country where an estimated 90 
percent live on about $1-2-day, 
their priority is just surviving. 
They did not take part in the 
protests but are angry at the way 
the economy is being handled. 
Experts said the government's 
mistake was raising fuel prices 


Part of the problem is that 
Than Shwe appears to have no 


/ a 
7 


Aug. 15 overnight, without first 
publicly explaining the increase 
ог considering a phased-in price 
hike as other Asian countries have 
done. 

A similar misstep sparked thè 
1988 protests which the junta 
suppressed by killing thousands 
of demonstrators, just after the 
government increased the price of 
rice and voided the kyat currency, 
which left many with worthless 
money. AP 


master manipulator 


cision-making is informed by 
an odd mix of military strategy, 
п and other world- 
ly beliefs like astrology. 

David Mathieson, a Burma 
consultant for Human Rights 
Watch, said Than Shwe's over- 

goal is maintaining total 
military control of the country. 

“To them, keeping control of 
the country, and keeping the 
military as the premier institu- 
tion is rational thought. That to 
them makes sense, whether it's 
ordained in the stars or in poli- 


understanding of the hardships 
facing the people in Burma, 
which is ranked among the 
world's 20 poorest countries, 
Mathieson said. 

"Probably a large part of the 
officer corps that travels 
around the country under- 
stands what is happening but is 
afraid to tell the old man," he 
said 

The current junta has ruled 
in total secrecy and near isola- 
tion since they toppled the pre- 
vious dictator Ne Win during 
the 1988 unrest, with Than 
Shwe at the helm since 1992. 

AFP 


BURMA'S MILITARY 


Troops fired shots over the heads of a large crowd in central Yangon 
| 9n Wednesday, sending people scurrying for cover as a crackdown 
intensified against the biggest anti-junta protests in 20 years, 
a witness said 


| ACTIVE 
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| мллнү equipment 
ARMY «Б Tanks 285 Ч» Armoured Personnel Carrier 325 
NAVY iar Рага end combat sips 71 

ARFORCE Reem Combat capable айтта! 125 


em: Helicopters 66 


A TROUBLED PAST 
Key events in Витез history 
1925-25 Burne becomes a province of 
Buts ndia. 
1537 Suma separsles fom Bah i 
3837 Japan invades and occupies Burma. 
835 Баал erates Bur 
Japanese occopston 
| 19:2 Вота gains independence __ 
army reve led by Genera Ne 
| win deposes democratie government _ 
1388 Massive confontatons between 
| pro-democracy demonstrators andthe 
| itaryresit 3.000 denis _ 
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REUTERS D) 


Bush urges UN to pressure 
repressive regimes 


UNITED NATIONS—US PRESI- upheld," he said. “When millions 
dent George W. Bush urged ће of children starve to death or per- 
United Nations on Tuesday to ish from a mosquito bite, мете 
do more to fulfill its global re- not doing our duty in the world." 
sponsibilities and press for Taking aim at familiar foes—Iran, 
change in countries ruled by North Korea, Burma, Cuba, and 
brutal regimes. violent Islamic extremists—Bush 
Speaking before world leaders urged “civilized nations" to help 
atthe UN General Assembly, Bush people suffering under dictator- 
called on the world body to go ships. 
back to its guiding principles un- "In Belarus, North Korea, Syria, 
der the Universal Declaration of and iran, brutal regimes deny 
Human Rights to defend freedom their people the fundamental 
and battle hunger and disease. rights enshrined in the Universal 
“When innocent people are Declaration,” Bush told an audi- 
trapped in a life of murder and епо. including Iranian President 
fear, the declaration is not being Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. АЕР 


through ranks to 


SEESE s trip to the asteroid belt 


[һе US spacecraft Dawn is set to launch Thursday, 


Mars flyby 
- 


1,273 kg at launch 
Solar-electric (ion) 
1.64m long, 1.27 wide. 
From 25 кт (low) to 
окт (i) 
USS 370 - 450 million 


Orbit altitude at 
target asteroids 
Cost 

Launch site 
Mission launch September 2007 
Mission duration 8 years 

ARP 250907. Sources: 


Kennedy Space Center 


е the origins of the universe by gathering 
data on the planetary oes 
Vesta and Ceres 


Orbits Vesta 
Sept 2011 - April 2012 


New Japanese premier heads for showdown 


TOKYO—JAPAN'S NEW PRIME 
Minister Yasuo Fukuda was cer- 
emonially sworn into office on 
Wednesday as he headed to- 
ward a showdown with the 
resurgent 
growing calls for snap elec- 


tions. 


A day after he was installed by 
parliament, Fukuda and his cabi- 
net went to the sprawling imperi- 
al palace in central Tokyo where 
they were formally invested by 
Emperor Akihito. 

"I feel good, good. had а good 
night's sleep,” Fukuda, clad in for- 


palace ceremony. 


‘opposition amid 


public approval. 


mal black tailed coat, told re- 
porters as he left home for the 


Fukuda, a 71-year-old moder- 
ate veteran ofthe ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party, succeeded con- 
servative Shinzo Abe, who 
abruptly announced his resigna- 
tion on Sept. 12 amid dwindling 


-As he took over as prime minis- 
ter, Fukuda admitted he was un- 
der intense pressure to perform. 

Fukuda kept 13 of the 19 min- 
istersin Abe's last cabinet in place, 
opting for security to tide over 


tough times ahead. 

“I would call this a cabinet that 
has its back to the wall," Fukuda 
told a news conference on Tues- 
day evening. "If we do a single 
thing wrong, the Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party may lose its control of 
the government.” 

The opposition ended a half- 
century of LDP control of the up- 
per house of parliament in July 
elections after Abe's government 
was embroiled in incessant scan- 
dals. 

Main opposition leader Ichiro 
Ozawa led his Democratic Party 


to the victory by accusing the 
staunchly conservative Abe of ne- 
glecting bread-and-butter issues, 
winning over rural voters resent- 
fulof free-market reforms. 

‘The Tokyo Stock Exchange was 


Fukuda's agenda. 
The new premiers first task is 
to extend а military mission sup- 
porting US-led forces іп 
Afghanistan, which the oprosi- 
tion has promised to block despite 
nearly unchanged in morning cali from the United States and 
trade as dealers waited to see the other Western allies to contime 
fiscal policies of Fukuda, who has it. 
pledged to ease the pain of the re- 
forms in the world’s second 
largest economy. 

‘The opposition is now seek- 
ing snap elections for the more 
powerful lower house of parlia- 
ment and has vowed to scuttle 


Fukuda, who admits he has a 
dry personality is known as a be- 
hind-the-scenes operator adept at 
managing crises and is considered 
a dove in foreign policy wha 
‘wants to improve ties with 
Japan's neighbors. AFP 
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Green Archers eye Finals against Blue Eagles today 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


HEATED WORDS MAY BE MISSING, 
but the intense rivalry will not be missed. 

After close-shaves and controversies 
highlighted their three battles this season, 
fierce rivals Ateneo and La Salle take their 
UAAP basketball feud to another level to- 
day at the Araneta Coliseum. 

This time, the remaining champi- 
onship berth is at stake. The Green 


Archers automatically grab the title slot 
‘with a win at 3 p.m. while the Blue Eagles 
need a victory to force a playoff for the 
right to challenge first finalist University 
of the East. 

“In this scenario, there's no more mo- 
mentum,” said coach Franz Pumaren, 
whose Archers, coming from back-to- 
back losses, locked up todays twice-to- 
beat incentive with a win over the Eagles 
in their third meeting last Sept. 19. 


GAME TODAY (Araneta Coliseum) ! 
3pam.—ia Salle vs Ateneo П 


It is actually the second straight do-or- 
die battle for the Eagles, who dethroned 
the University of Santo Tomas Tigers in 
the stepladder semifinals last Sunday 
“We better win so we can play again,” 
said Ateneo mentor Norman Black "Oth- 
erwise, our season is over. That's ош fo- 


cus right now, to live and play another 
= 

Both squads know how incredibly un- 
predictable their games go. Their last 
three contests were decided by no more 
than three points. 

But the Archers know that in the last 
seven times they have secured the twice- 
to-beat bonus, they went on to reach the 
Finals. 

"We all worked hard for this,” said 


Pumaren. “I don't think my players will 
allow that advantage to be taken away” 

Black knows the tidbit as well, but has 
kept his focus on keeping the Eagles in 
game shape. 

“What happened in the past has no 
concer to me at all" said Black. "When- 
ever we play La Salle, the most important 
thing is our energy level. They like to 
pressa lot, they trap a lot. It takes a lot of 
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Lions repeat as NCAA champs 


Menor keys rout of Knights 


By June Navarro 


OGIE MENOR WAS HIS USUAL STOIC SELF FOCUSING 
on the task at hand throughout the one-sided encounter. 


But after looking at the clock one last 
time, the San Beda enforcer liked what he 
saw and finally managed to smile. 

‘Menor can now relax after powering 
the Red Lions to the 83rd NCAA men's 
basketball crown with a 76-64 win over 
the Letran Knights last night before an 
overflow crowd at the Araneta Coliseum. 

Feeling the pressure early on, Menor 
loosened up in the second half and drilled 
їп 18 of his game-high 25 points as the 
Red Lions duplicated their championship 
run last season. 

“I got my confidence back when my 
shots started to go in,” said the 6-foot2 
Menor, who was adjudged Finals MVE 

^1 dont think anybody in the league 
could stop him,” said San Beda coach 
Frankie Lim of his chief gunner. 

It was the 13th NCAA seniors’ crown 
for the Red Lions, moving the Mendiola- 
based dribblers to third overall in the 
championship title race behind Ateneo's 
14andLetran's 15. 

Interestingly Lim was part of the 1977- 
1978 San Beda squad, which won back- 


Top 3 Olympic hopes end up 


THE PHILIPPINE-SMART BOXING 
team settled for three silver medals аз 
Joan Tipon, Violito Payla and Hany 
Tañamor, the country’s top Olympic 
hopefuls, bowed to superior rivals Mon- 
day at the Ostrava Grand Prix in the 
Czech Republic. 

Tipon and Payla, who captured gold 
medals in the Doha Asian Games last 
year, were roundly beaten but light fiy- 
weight Tafiamor narrowly lost to Rus- 
sian Vadim Idigeshey, 16-20, after fight- 
ing toe-to-toe with his favored foe. 

“We feel that Harry made the clear- 
er punches in the later rounds, but the 
judges saw it otherwise,” said head 
Coach Pat Gaspi in an overseas call to 
Amateur Boxing Association of the 


to-back NCAA titles prior to their accom- 
plishment last night. 

"Tm lucky to have intelligent players," 
said Lim. “I feel very rewarded.” 

The Red Lion's sound strategy was test- 
ed in the third quarter. 

Behind the sniping of RJ Jazul and 
Bryan Faundos timely baskets, the 
Knights stormed back from 17. points 
down and advanced within 49-55. 

But Pong Escobal, Borgie Hermida and 
Menor patiently waited for the right time 
to unleash another attack. 

The cue came from Menor, who com- 
pleted a three-point play then followed it 
with a triple from the top of the key be- 
fore finising off another fastbreak play 
that finally ripped the game apart. 

‘Yousif Aljamal outscored the entire Le- 
tran crew in the first quarter, tossing in 13 
points in a wild 26-12 outburst that hint- 
ed of things to come for the Red Lions. 

Meanwhile, Kelvin Dela Peña of Mapua 
edged Aljamal to bag the NCAA seniors’ 
МУР award. Dela Pefia compiled a player 
all-around value of 51.4 points to beat Al- 


PAYLA 


Philippines president Manny T. Lopez. 

Tipon tried hard but found Hungari- 
an David Oltvanyi too fast and too foxy 
and lost, 1-10, in the battle for the ban- 


LUCKY 13: The Red Lions, led by coach Frankie Lim (second from left, standing) and MVP Ogie Menor (bottom left) celebrate their victory. 


Jamal, who amassed 50.7 points. 

Marcelo David of San Beda snagged 
the Rookie of the Year plum and Hayes is 
the season's most improved player. 

In juniors’ action, Ryan Buenafe and 
Arvie Bringas powered the San Sebastian 
Staglets to their third straight crown with 
an 88-83 win over the Letran Squires. 

Buenafe, the runaway NCAA juniors’ 


Payla, а flyweight, suffered a 12-21 
setback from another Russian, Evgeny 
Ermakov in the finals. 


MVP erupted for 37 points while the 6- 
foot-5 Bringas contributed 24 points and 
23 rebounds as the Staglets also swept 
the best-of-three series. 

The scores: 

First Game (Juniors) 

ЗАМ SEBASTIAN 88—Buenae 37, Bringas 24, бий 
18, Cam 4, Mamari 4 Jo. Delgado 3, Je. Delgado 3, An- 
rad 0. Estrada 0, Delgado 0, Ortuoste 0, Ramsey O. 

LETRAN E3— Son Jose 27, Noble 20, Kr. Abs 15, Re- 


forsado 8, Ke. Alas 7, Bags 4, Romeo 2, Munsayac 0, 
Кошуп. 

Quarters: 20-15, 46-34, 64-58, 88-83 

Second Game (Seniors) 

‘SAN BEDA 76—Menor 25, Аата! 24, Escobal 7, 
Hermida 6, Gamalinda 6, Ekve 4, Taganas 2, Tirona 2, 
Marsio O. Tecson O, Lanete 0, Maggay 0. 

LETRAN 64—Faundo 17, Jazul 14, Melogrito 8, Guo- 
атаб, Quinday S, Daa 4, Guliben 3, балса 2, Foronda 
2, Cabonce?, De Rosario 1, Reposar ©. 

Quarters: 26-12, 43-29, 57-49, 76-64 


with silvers Rosales, Lascuña 


seek one of five 


“Not bad,” said Lopez. “I think the re- 
sults augur well for our preparations for 
the World Boxing Championships next 
month in Chicago, Ilinois.” 

The Abap is ending the same team to 
the Chicago tournament, which is a 
qualifier for the 2008 Beijing Olympics. 

Also supported by Pacific Heights and 
Philippine Sports Commission, the Fil- 
ipinos earlier picked a bronze courtesy 
of lightweight Genebert Basadre. The 
other RP members are featherweight 
Charly Suarez, light welterweight Delfin 
Boholst and welterweight Willie Lopez. 

Russia actually dominated the week- 
Jong slugfest with seven gold medals. 

Hungary, Croatia, Sweden, Czech Re- 
publicwon one gold medal each. 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


MANCHESTER, ENGLAND—THE 
Philippine taekwondo team made it to 
this wintry, rain-drenched city Tuesday 
afternoon—weary after a 24-hour tip 
but still upbeat over the prospect of 
bagging tickets to the Beijing Olympics. 
next year 

у Olympians Thsomlee Go and Mary 
Antoinette Rivero, Asian Games 
bronze medalist Kathleen Eunice Alora 
and veteran Alexander Briones were 
immediately given a noonday training 
schedule by organizers Wednesday 
along with fighters from Jordan and 
Мешат. 

‘The Filipinos are competing in ће 
World Championships beginning here 
оп Friday at the M.EN. (Manchester 
Evening News) Arena which is just a 
10-minute walk from where the Philip- 
pine team is billeted. 


jing Olympic slots 


The tournament rewards automatic 


4 Pinoy jins brace 
for world tourney 


Beijing Olympic slots to the jins finish- 
ing third place or better. 

Nineteen-year-old Alora, the 2006 
Doha Asian Games bronze winner and 
2005 Southeast Asian Games champi- 
оп, is set to compete on the first day in 
the women’s 49 kilogram category, ac- 
cording to the schedule given out by 
the organizers. 

Doha Asiad silver medalists Go and 
Rivero get going on Saturday in the 
men's -58kg and women's -67kg class- 
es, respectively. 

Briones, 2006 Asian Championships 
silver medalist, will see action on Sept. 
30 in the men's -80kg. 


Drawing of lots 

‘The drawing of lots and team man- 
agers’ meeting will be on Thursday at 
the elegant Midland Hotel near St. Pe- 
ters Square at the heart of this city 
famed for its industrial revolution-era 
cotton mills and the Premier League 
powerhouse team Manchester United. 

Philippine Taekwondo Association 


OLYMPIC HOPEFULS: Team Philippines’ (from left) Alexander Briones, Eunice 
‘Alora, Toni Rivero, Thsomlee Go and head coach Kitoy Cruz at Piccadilly station. 


‘executive vice president Sung Chon 
Hong, who leads the team which also 
includes Olympian and national coach 
Roberto “Kitoy” Cruz, expects a tough 
outing for the Filipinos with about 700 
of the world's toughest jins entered. 

“This is the first Olympic qualiying 
for the year, so everybody is here,” 
Hong told the Inqunen. “They want to 
test their strength here before going to 
the continental qualifying events. 

“There are many tough competitors 
here but only 48 will goto the 
Olympics." 


Its not enough to make it to the 
semifinals, Hong said, because third 
place—and the Olympics slot will 
have to be contested. 

Hong said he would be happy even 
ifonly one from among the four Fil- 
ipinos makes it to the Olympics consid- 
ering the strength of the field. 

“Tm confident (of performing well 
here] because ve been through this 
before,” said the 26-year-old Go, who 
made it to the 2004 Athens Olympics 
after bagging third place in the Paris 
qualifying. 


World Cup slots 


KUALA LUMPUR—GERALD ROSALES AND 
‘Tony Lascuña will tee up against 16 other two- 
man teams from Asia, Europe and Africa today 
in the Fortis International Challenge at the Ko- 
ta Permai Golf and Country Club. 

The two Filipinos are pooling their talents 
for the first time in an attempt to secure a top- 
five finish and qualify for November's Omega 
Mission Hills World Cup in Shenzhen, China, 
"which offers total prize money of $5 million. 

“We are up against some of the world’s 
finest players, so we'll do our best to play as a 


“We have to complement 


each other's strength in this tournament.” 

‘The Fortis Intemational Challenge will use 
the four-ball (better ball) format in the first 
and third rounds and foursomes (alternate 
shot) in the second and final rounds. 

Thailand's Thongchai Jaidee and Prayad 
Marksaeng, who have a combined 13 wins on 
the Asian Tour, will start as favorites along with 
Malaysian duo Airil Rizman and Iain Steel. 

The New Zealand combination of Richard 
Lee and Stephen Scahill are also favored with 
both players keen to play their way to China 
after Michael Campbell, the 2005 US Open 
champion, failed to qualify through the Official 
World Golf Ranking. 


Asian Tour News 
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Bata, Django scrape past Scots 


EFREN “BATA” REYES AND FRANCISCO “DJANGO” BUSTAMANTE SLIPPED 


past Michael Valentine and Pat Holtz of Scotland, 8-6, Tuesday at the start of 


the 2007 PartyPoker.net World Cup of Pool at the Outland Nightclub in Rot- 


terdam, the Netherlands. 


The defending champion Filipinos 

- swept to an early 6-1 lead but the Scots 

rallied to tie it before Reyes and Busta- 

mante lifted the level of their game to 

each the round of 16 against Croat- 

2: lans Philipp Stojanovic and Ivica Put- 
nik. 

The Croats also struggled before 
eliminating the Russian team of Kon- 
stantin Stepanov and Ruslan Chi- 
nakhoy, 8-5. 

Other teams who made it to the next 
round were France, China, Nether- 
lands A and Japan. 

Stephan Cohen and Vincent Facquet 
of France booted out Italians Fabio 
Petroni and Bruno Muratore, 8-2; Chi- 
na’s Li Hewen and Fu Jianbo took out 
South Africa's Juan de Beer and Clin- 
ton Rossouw, 8-1; Niels Feijen and 
Nick van Den Berg of Netherlands A 
ousted Indonesians Ricky Yang and 
Muhammed Zulfikri, 8-5; and Japan's 
Satoshi Kawabata and Naoyoki Oi 
bested their rivals from Spain, 8-2. 


By Recah Trinidad 


LOS ANGELES—MANNY PACQUIAO'S 
mission to again crush Mexico's Marco 
Antonio Barrera may not come trouble- 
free based on the result of a sparring 
session that saw the Filipino boxing su- 
perstar getting repeatedly tagged with 
right shots to the head yesterday. 

The 28-year-old Pacquiao, an over- 
whelming pick to repeat over Barrera 
whom he had stopped four years ago, 
was predictably strong and brimmed 
with stamina in his eight-round drill 
against two Mexicans fighters. 

But the defensive lapses were too 
stark to be overlooked by both fans and 
experts that again milled inside the 
Wild Card gym in Pacquiao's second 
workout here since arriving from his Ce- 
bu training on Saturday. 

Freddie Roach saw it all and, al- 
though the famous trainer did not read- 
ily manifest alarm, he promised to talk 
to Pacquiao about his initial apprehen- 
sions. 

“Freddie (Roach) said he would have 
to ask Manny to polish up on defense 
and use his right hand with more confi- 
dence,” bared a Filipino newsman who 
talked to the trainer after the sparring 
yesterday. 


Wednesdays matches pit Austria 
against Australia, Germany against 
Singapore, Taiwan against Denmark, 
Netherlands B against Belgium, Cana- 


da against India, Vietnam against 


South Korea, England against Poland 


and Finland against Qatar. 


The RP-Croatia match is set Thurs- 
day The quarterfinals will be on Friday 
and Saturday and the semifinals and 


finals on Sunday. 


The scotch doubles tournament fea- 
turing two-man teams from 31 coun- 
tries uses the winner's-break format. 
The winning team splits $60,000 from 


the prize fund of $250,000. 


Reyes and Bustamante clinched the 
inaugural trophy last August when 
they defeated a Team America made 
up of Rodney “Rocket” Morris and Earl 
“The Pear!” Strickland in the final at 


the Newport Centre, Newport, Wales. 


Morris is back this time with former 


US Open champion Corey Deuel. 


Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 


FRANCISCO “Django” Bustamante makes his shot as Efren “Bata” Reyes awaits his turn in last year’s tourney. 


Pacman bares serious defensive lapses 


Sparring partner sneaks in thundering rights to Filipino’s head 


pummels the mitts in Sunday's training session at the Wild 


ег Freddie Roach (left). 


‘Twenty-oneyear-old David Cer- 
vantes, 10-0, back from a year-and-a- 
half lay-off, got blasted around the ring, 
but also had Pacquiao on the receiving 
end during furious exchanges. 

Cervantes, visibly overweight, con- 
firmed that Pacquiao hits like a mid- 


dleweight, but also suggested the RP 
boxing hero may not be exactly invinci- 
ble. 

"Hes very persistent and terribly 
powerful, but Barrera is more crafty, ex- 
perienced," Cervantes, an alternate in 
the 2004 Mexico boxing team, ex- 


plained to the Inquirer. 

Roach training deputy Eric Brown 
did notice the right hands that had 
clearly thudded on the green, sweat- 
swathed head gear, but explained Pac- 


quiao could be expected to be more set- · 


tled when he resumes sparring Thurs- 
day. 

Pacquiao had an easier time with 
David Rodela in the second half of spar- 
ring and even allowed the lean Mexican 
to openly bang his body at midring in a 
display of hard-earned toughness. 

Rodela, who was with Pacquiao in 
the Cebu training camp, also managed 
to score clear shots to the head. 

“Well, in boxing, you could also be 
lucky,” he said, adding Pacquiao, based 
оп their mock encounters, has been 
ready as early as two weeks ago. 

Pacquiao did get applauded at the 
end of the sparring drill, but he was 
more delightful to watch when he 
worked non-stop for an hour and 21 
minutes with the mitts on Monday. 

He hosted lunch for fans and team 
members at the Nat's Thai restaurant af- 
teryesterday's drill. 

Pacquiao motors to Las Vegas on Mon- 
дау, for the final tapering portion of 
preparations against Barrera at the Man- 
dalay Bay Resort and Casino on Oct. 6. 


Yes, 


LOS ANGELES—NOTHING WRONG 
if you had to walk a mile for a Camel, 
explained an old lung cancer commer- 
cial. 

But whats wrong with voting and 
betting for a countryman in a forth- 
coming monumental boxing contest? 

Out here yesterday, and maybe in 
the weeks before, you could walk five 
or 10 miles and still find not a single. 
Mexicano ready and willing to put his 
tequila and beer allowance on Marco 
Antonio Barrera. 

Sorry to report this, but siding with 
Barrera in his forthcoming fight with 
Manny Pacquiao has also started to be 
treated here as a non-adventure, a 
blind gamble, if not outright financial 
suicide. 

‘You could blame or credit that on 
the widely read boxing wit Michael 
Marley, who last week pummeled a 
Filipino lawyer from Cebu for chal- 
lenging him to a fistfight before cow- 
ering and immediately going out of 
sight. 

Marley bought the taunt that Bar- 
rera had only two chances left. 

Slim and none. 

‘That, you bet, was gleefully ped- 
dled by Pinoy Hermie Rivera, a Mar- 
ley favorite. 


Barrera has two chances, real ones 


Bare EYE { 
у, 


Recah Trinidad 


However, Marley would up the 
ante in a hilarious but believable 
daim. 

Sorry, he said, but Slim has gone 
out of town! 

So who else were trying to merci- 
lessly unsell Senor Barrera? 

"No way, hopeless,” Henry Bidoy а 
Mexican website reporter, swore after 
watching Pacquiao cover all possible 
Barrera escape routes during а non- 
stop punching drill. 

Videos were disallowed around the 
gym by trainer Freddie Roach, but tales 
ofan impending mismatch come Oct. 6 
in Las Vegas (Oct. 7 in Manila) would 
surely spread far and wide. 

Jose Gomez, jolly paisano who takes 
charge of the old laundromat on the 
ground floor of Wild Card, just shook 
his head and said he would not be 
caught betting on Barrera. 


Well, it could be plain coincidence, 
but off Santa Monica last Sunday 
morning, Manny Pacquiao dropped 
by a property he had bought here 
where outside the ten-room apart- 
ment building gathered five Mexi- 
cans of various age. 

After recognizing and shaking 
hands with Pacquiao, they were but- 
tonholed by Hermie Rivera, who ar- 
rived from Newark on Saturday. 

Hermie happily reported, there 
was one among the five, the eldest in 
the group—a balding retiree who 
must be over 65—who picked Bar- 
rera. 

But, mind you, he did зо only out 
of sentimentality and undying patri- 
otic fervor. 

То repeat, even his countrymen 
‘would have to let make-believe reign 
for Barrera to comer enough bets in his 
rematch with Pacquiao. 

‘Who knows? Erik Morales must've 
himself caused all the rising discrepan- 
cy after he had openly picked Pac- 
quiao. 

In case you've forgotten, Morales 
has had three fights with both Pacquiao 
and Barrera. 

Не won the first one over Pacquiao, 
who got cut and terribly bloodied in 


that encounter. 

Morales, however, miserably lost by 
stoppage in the next two bouts. 

Barrera was 2-1 over Morales, bur all 
their encounters went the distance. 

Well, we walked more than 10 miles 
and there was only one Mexican na- 
tionalist who bravely sided with his fel- 
low paisano. 

"Hindi matatapos ang round (It 
won't last the distance), " Filipino train- 
er Ben Delgado, who handled Pacquiao 
in his fight against Leloh Ledwabah in 
2002, claimed. 

He said Barrera would have to be ex- 
тта lucky to be still standing by the 8th 
round. 

‘That’ it, folks. But listen before you 
place your bets. 

Barrera may not have to walk 10 
miles in order to dig for a chance at an 
upset win. 

He has two chances. 

Опе: If Pacquiao suffers the misfor- 
tune of getting gored and cut. 

‘Two: If Pacquiao does not come in 
aptly prepared to block or avoid Bar- 
тегаз patended left uppercut. 

There was no visible effort to work 
ош a defense against this dreaded 
weapon in yesterday's well-applauded 
Pacquiao workout. 


ISF president Don Porter of the United States 
said more than 150 delegates and representatives 
from 75 countries, together with the members of 


| the ISF executive council, will 
| ene 


the world. 


attend the 


"The ISF Congress will definitely have a big im- 
pact on the game,” said Porter. “It will be a good 
‘opportunity for us to sit down with the represen- 
tatives from our member countries from all over 


“We can accomplish much while we are all to- 
gether. We are certain that the Philippines will be 
a great host for this important event." 

It will be the first time that the ISF Congress 
will be held in Southeast Asia and Porter ex- 


host it. 


‘Softball body to host int' congress Oct. 24 


FIFTEEN YEARS AFTER STAGING THE MEN'S 
‘world softball championship in Manila, the coun- 
try plays host to the 23rd International Softball 
Federation (ISF) Congress on Oct. 24-27 at the 
Edsa Shagri-La Hotel in Mandaluyong. 


pressed gratitude for the Philippines’ decision to 


“The country's selection as host is a tribute to 
the organizing skills of Filipinos," said Amateur 


Softball Association of the Philippines (Asaphil) 


president Jean Henri Lhuillier, whose companies 
Cebuana Lhuillier and Le Soleil de Boracay are 
the major sponsors of the event. 

The congress will open with commission meet- 
ings. The assembly ends on Oct. 27. 


E’"SportswatcH |! 


Pagadian dribblers split 


two Minda goodwill games 
MAYOR SAMMY CO'S PAGADIAN EX- 
plorers split its two goodwill games in Min- 
danao against prospective expansion 
‘teams recently as part of their preparation 
for the 2nd NBC invitational tournament 
‘next month. 

The Explorers nipped the Lamitan All- 
Stars, 114-112, at the Basilan gym in Basi- 
lan City, but dropped a 97-98 decision to 
the Zamboanga All-Stars in Zamboanga 
City the next day. 

The Explorers also conducted a basket- 
bali clinic for some 60 kids in the first ever 
game played in Basilan mainly through the 
efforts of JCl-Lamitan's Gem Furigay, Long 
San Juan and Roy Mateo, Lamitan Mayor 
Roderick H. Furigay and Rene Pamaran. 

Ex-pro Mike Orquillas paced the Explor- 
ers with 22 points while Lamitan's Tantan 
Pareno shot a game-high 42 markers. 

Mayor Furigay announced that he would 
build a P50-million gymnasium. 

JC Araojo sparkled for the Zambos with 
30 points in their game against Pagadian. 
The Zamboanga match was made possible 
by Junie Navarro, Sangguniang Kabataan 
of Zamboanga City and Aquaworld Purified 
Drinking Water. 

Zamboanga has committed to join NBC 
nextyear. In fact, it aims to sign up Randy 
Lopez, Tristan Codamon, Orly Daroya, 
Rona Сарай and Bong dela Cruz. 


Will to Win showdown ‘live’ 
‘SOLAR SPORTS WILL SHOW THE MAN- 
ny Pacquiao-Marco Antonio Barrera fight 
"live" from Mandalay Bay Resort and Casi- 
‘no in Las Vegas on Oct. 7 at Starmall Edsa 
and Metropolis Star Alabang, 

The 12-round tussle starts at 8 a.m. 

The 28-year-old Pacquiao scored an 
‘11th-round TKO win over Barrera the first 
time they met at the Alamodome in Texas 
in November 2003. 


MC 5-stag derby Saturday 
(QUALITY MATCHES ARE EXPECTED 
when the WTJ Altuz 5-Stag Derby kicks off 
Saturday at the Makati Coliseum with B- 
Meg Derby Ace and Gran Matador as main 
backers. 

Host Ram Lopez, supported by promot- 
ers Lito Orillaza, Rudy Salud and William 
Co of WTJ Sports and Amusement Corp., 
is staking a guaranteed prize of P500,000 
for an entry fee of P22,000. 

Entries must be submitted tomorrow 
from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. For inquries, call 
896-3545 or 895-6475. 

Stags banded by breeders groups PCAP, 
GCAP, Migba, Pagba, NGBA, LGBA, UGBA, 
NFGB, GF- ВАМ, АСВА, BBC, Lagba, CVBA 


and Cegba will be accepted. 


Green Archers 
eye Finals . 


From page А25 


energy out of your ball carriers, So its very im- 
portant that we're fresh, that we have a lot of: 
energy to break their press.” 

But the Eagles have shown twice this season. 
that they can overcome the Archery trademark 
defense via an 80-77 overtime triumph in the 
first round and an 89-87 followup to complete 
an elimination-round sweep. 

The Archers, however, reminded the Fagles 
that it’s the crucial games that matter after 
pulling off a slim 70-69 win in their playoff for 
the No. 2spot 

“The first three games were evenly: 
matched, they were very close and very com- 
petitive,” Black had said. “But I don't think the 
past games really have any meaning when we 
fight them on Thursday” Jasmine W. Payo 
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Woods on top of the world again 


a 


: TIGER Woods blasts out of a bunker during a practice round for the President's Cup at the Royal Montreal Golf Club. Woods was named Player of the Year by the PGA for the I Ith time. 


«5. Tiger claims 11th PGA Player of the Year crown 


WOODS: Pick your partner кылыс 


MIAMI—WORLD NO. 1 TIGER 
Woods was named PGA Player of 
the Year on Tuesday for the ninth 
time in 11 seasons. 

Woods dominated the PGA Tour 
winning seven titles in 16 starts, includ- 
ing his 13th major victory in the US PGA 
Championship at Southern Hills. 

The 31-year-old American ended his 
campaign two weeks ago with a memo- 
Table double, clinching the Tour Cham- 
pionship by eight shots and inaugural 
FedExCup honours to eam a $10 mil- 
lion bonus. 

It was his 61st PGA Tour title and 
fourth in five starts. 

‘Woods, who led the money list with 
$10,867,052 at the end of the regular 
season, first won the Player of the Year 
award in 1997. 


He followed up in 1999, 2000, 2001, 
2002, 2003, 2005 and 2006. Mark 
O'Meara eamed the award in 1998 and 
Fijian Vijay Singh in 2004. 


Presidents Cup 

Woods will be at the forefront of the 
‘American campaign in the Presidents 
Cup, and team skipper Jack Nicklaus 
has finally come up with a solution to 
figure out who to pair with the world's 
most dominant player. 

Let Woods decide. 

Nicklaus has given up trying to find 
the perfect match for Woods after three 
Presidents Cups and he will leave it to- 
the golfer to choose his parner. 

Finding someone to play alongside 
the worlds best player would on the 
surface appear easy but some of golf's 


greatest thinkers have been unable to 
unlock the mystery behind Woods's 
mediocre record in team competition. 


While few would relish their chances | 


going head-to-head against Woods, 
who is 6-2-1 in singles play at the Presi- 
denis and Ryder Cup, the 31-year-old's 
record in fourball and foursomes does 
not strike the usual fear into his орро- 
nents. 

His Presidents Cup record certainly 
does not reflect his status as perhaps the 
greatest player ever to have picked up a 
golf club, posting a mark of 10-9-1 over 
four events. In five Ryder Cups his 10- 
13-1 récord is even less impressive. 

"Tigers record in fourball is not par- 
ticularly good," Nicklaus said. “T think 
he won a match in Washington and we 
almostgavehimapary” Reuters 


5-man group starts search for new commish 


Game on Oct. 14 (Araneta Coliseum) 
430 p.m—Opening Ceremonies 
6:30 p.m.—San Miguel vs Air21 


By Musong R. Castillo 


MACAU—THE SEARCH FOR THE NEW 
commissioner officially started here 
‘Wednesday when the league's board fi- 
nalized the five-man committee that will 
come up with the criteria of qualifica- 
tions for candidates of the vital PBA post. 

Air21’s Lito Alvarez and exchair 
Ricky Vargas of Talk 'N Text will join 
chair Tony Chua of Red Bull, vice chair 


Joaqui Trillo of Alaska and treasurer 
Robert Non of Ginebra in the committee 
which starts meeting next week. 

Chua, Trillo and Non were automatic 
choices as members of the board's exec- 
utive committee. 

"The first order of business for the 
committee is to lay down the main crite- 
Па which we will use in choosing our 
next permanent commissioner,” Chua 
announced. 

"Of course, we don't want to monop- 
lize that process so we will also ask the 
other member governors for their own 
input or suggestions on what criteria we 


Celtics hope 


to bond via 


Europe trip 


LONDON—A NOT-SO RELAXING TRIP TO 
Europe is the perfect opportunity for Boston 
Celtics star Paul Pierce to get to know new 


teammates Kevin Garnett and Ray Allen. 


‘The Celtics, who won the last of their 16 
NBA titles in 1986, signed the pair over the 
summer to add scoring punch to a team that 
finished with a 24-58 record last year, the sec- 


ond worst in the league. 


‘This year, with taining camp to open Sun- 
day in Rome ahead of preseason games in the 
Italian capital and London, Pierce is looking to 


rerum the Celtics to the top. 


"Expectations around here are for a cham- 
pionship,” the five-time All-Star said Tuesday 


during a conference call. 


Talking about winning the NBA title before 


they've even played together may be a stretch, 
ig camp 
and two games in Europe will give the Celts 
some cohesiveness before the regular season. ; 

‘Just пу to find a foundation, but also ; We 
chemistry" Pierce said. “Get a feel for onean- : 


but Pierce is hoping the six-day tra 


other on and off the court.” 


The Celtics, who have won only three play- 


off series in Pierce's nine years with the team, 
will face the Toronto Raptors on Oct. 6 in 
Rome, and then play the Minnesota Timber- 


‘wolves four days later in London. 


Garnett, a former MVP and 10-time All- 
Star, went to the Celtics from the Timber- 


will be using. However, the committee 
will have the final say” 

The committee will then present the 
criteria to the board before all members 
come up with а list of candidates that 
will take over from officer-in-charge Re- 
паші "Sonny" Barrios after the Philip- 
pine Cup. 

Barrios was named OIC after Noli 
Eala resigned two months ago. Eala 
completed five seasons with the PBA be- 
fore he stepped down. 

‘The board had also approved the use 
of new rules starting with the Philippine 
Cup which starts on Oct. 14 at the 


NO PAIN, NO GAIN 

MSV Duisburg's Klemen Lavric 
(left) gets hit where it hurts the 
m Schalke 04's Heiko 
тіп а German 
Bundesliga soccer match in 


Araneta Coliseum with San Miguel and 
Air21 clashing after a techno-inspired 
opening rites slated at 4:30 p.m. 

То encourage explosive scoring, the 
three-point area has been shortened to 
20 feet from 22, the shaded lane is now 
trapezoidal in shape from rectangular 
and a certain level of hand-checking will 
now be allowed. 

We want the fans to have what they 
want, and that is fast-paced, high-scor- 
ing basketball," Chua said. 

The board flew to this gambling capi- 
tal on Tuesday to set the league course 
for the next two years. 


wolves in a 7-for-1 deal—the NBAs biggest 


trade for one player. 


риши 


WITH no preseason games scheduled yet, 
Cleveland Cavaliers star LeBron James takes 
time out to pose with tennis bombshell 
Maria Sharapova for a United Nations 


Development Program campaign. suras 


BOSTON—MANNY RAMIREZ RE- 
turned to the Boston lineup and 
went 1-for-2 with a walk as the Red 
Sox cut their magic number to 
clinch the American League East ti- 
tle to four with a 7-3 victory over 
Oakland on Tuesday. 

Boston also benefited from New 
York's 7-6, 10-inning loss to Татра 
Bay. 

After being sidelined for 24 
games by a strained muscle in his 
left side, Ramirez singled and 
scored Boston's first run in the first 
inning, then walked to start a two- 
run fifth, 

Curt Schilling also had plenty of 
rest and it paid off with his first win 
since Aug. 24. 


Yankees playoff bid stalled anew 


Pitching for the first time in nine 
days so manager Terry Francona 
could arrange his rotation for the 
playoffs, Schilling (9-8) allowed 
one run and six hits and left after six 
innings with a 3-1 lead. 

The Red Sox, who had lost six of 
nine, entered the game with a two- 
game lead in the division over New 
York. With five games left, the Red 
Sox had already clinched а wild- 
card berth. 

The only run Schilling allowed 
was Daric Barton's third homer of 
the season in the first. 

At St. Petersburg, Florida, Jorge 
Velandia hit a’ grand slam for his 
first career homer and Dioner 
Navarro added a solo shot in the 


10th inning as Tampa Bay prevent- 
ed New York from clinching a play- 
off berth. 

Coupled with Boston’s victory 
over Oakland, New York fell three 
games behind the first-place Red 
Sox in the AL East with five games 
to play. The Yankees lead Detroit by 
4 1/2 games in the wild-card race, 
and their magic number to clinch a 
playoff berth for the 13th consecu- 
tive year remained at one. 

Vélandia's grand slam off Brian 
Bruney finished a six-run sixth and 
offset a grand slam by Alex Ro- 
driguez that gave New York a 5-0 
lead in the third. Navarro hit the 
winner on a 2-0 pitch from Jeff 
Karstens (1-4). AP 


Impromptu 
board meeting 
in airport 


MACAU—THE 
first directional 
board meeting of 
the PBA under 
new chair Tony 
Chua of Red Bull 
was supposed to 
be held here Sept. 
26 and 27, but it 
started a day ear- 
lier in Manila in a 
most — unlikely 
venue—the Ni- 
noy Aquino International Airport. 

It was Talk ‘N Text governor Ricky 
Vargas who requested that the meeting 
be held, since he was leaving for New 
York Wednesday to join the entourage 
of President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Ricky was scheduled to make a pre. 
sentation to world leaders, with aim of 
attracting foreign investors to the 
Philippines. 

Not wanting to waste anytime, Ricky 
urged the chair if they could convene 
the board informally while awaiting 
their flight at the NAIA. 

The chairman said yes. 

1 don't know if the group continued 
the talks even aboard flight 851 en 
route to Macau, but know that they im- 
mediately proceeded to the newly con- 
structed ultra posh Venetian Hotel—site 
of the board meeting—as soon as we ar- 
rived in Macau. 

Twas told that the Macau Venetian is 
twice the size of the original in Las Ve- 
gas and that it will take more than a day 
to tour the entire place. 

“This is where the NBA game be- 
tween the Cleveland Cavaliers and the 
Orlando Magic will be played," said 
Purefoods governor Rene “Mang Pards” 
Pardo, who explained that a 15,000- 
seat capacity gym called "The Veneti 
Arena” was built inside the Venetian 
Complex. 

“Tha's how big it is,” said San Miguel 
governor Ely Capacio, admitting that he 
got very tired after touring a part of the 
complex. Ricky said he was having a lit- 
tle difficulty focusing on that task at 
hand with the New York assignment oc- 
copying his thoughts. 

At the NAIA, chairman Tony made а 
mental roll call. 

Two teams had earlier excused 
themselves—Coca-Cola and Sta Lu- 
cia. Coke governor JB Baylon begged 
off because of an emergency business 
concern while Realtors governor and 
team manager Buddy Encarnado and 
his alternate, lawyer Ariel Magno, 


IN HUDDLE 


Beth Celis 


| were in Boston with the players who 


were attending a basketball camp. 

In addition to Tony, Ricky, Ely, and 
Mang Pards, also present were Robert 
Non of Ginebra, Lito Alvarez of Air 21, 
Joaqui Trillo of Alaska, Mamerto 
Mondragon of Welcoat, league OIC 
Sonny Barrios, finance manager Jim- 
my Sunglao, operations director 
Rickie Santos, legal counsel Melvin 
Mendoza and media bureau officers 
Willy Martial and Dave Coros. 


By noon of Sept. 26, every item on 
the agenda had been tackled by the 
board. It agreed to hire Sycip, Gorres 
and Velayo to study the pros and cons of 
changing the PBA to a corporation, it 
formed a selection committee for the 
choice of a commissioner, it approved 
the new rules and the budget for com- 
ing season, and it reviewed the league's 
receivables among many other things. 

“We started early. We finished early,” 
said Robert Non. “It was a marathon 
meeting,” So 

Hoopvine: Mang Pards is very hap- 
py over the acquisition of amateur 
free agent Chico Lanete, who he said 
is a prized find. Mang Pards credits 
the discovery to the diligent scouting 
of coaches Ryan Gregorio and Ronnie 
Magsanoc. 
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RP slips in competitive poll 
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WB: Local environment less business-friendly 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PHILIPPINES HAS 
failed to make itself a better 
place for businesses, slip- 
ping eight notches to 133rd 
out of 178 economies sur- 
veyed by the World Bank. 

Last year the country ranked 
126th in the World Bank's global 
competitiveness survey, where the in- 
stitution annually assesses the ease of 
doing business in a particular econo- 
ту 

The government last year 
launched a high-profile attempt to 
address the very problems affecting 


the country, as mentioned in the 
World Bank's 2006 survey. 

But the government apparently 
failed to implement reforms that 
could ease the process of doing busi- 
ness here. Asa result, the country was 
outstripped by Indonesia, which used 
to tail the Philippines in the past. 

‘This year, Indonesia ranked 123rd, 
rising from last year’s 135%. At ће 
top of the list for the second straight 
year is Singapore, while Asia's richest 
‘economy, Japan occupies 12th place. 

‘The results of the survey appeared 
in "Doing Business 2008"—4 joint re- 
search project of the World Bank and 
its private sector lending arm Interna- 
tional Finance Corp. 

Regulations affecting 10 stages ofa 
business life are measured from the 


perspective of the entrepreneur. The 
stages are: Starting a business, deal- 
ing with licenses, employing workers, 
registering property, getting credit, 
protecting investors, paying taxes, 
trading across borders, enforcing 
contracts and closing a business. 

According to the survey, the Philip- 
pines is lagging behind other Asian 
markets, including India (120th) and 
China (83th) whose phenomenal 
growth has made Asia the fastest 
growing region in the world. 

The country also scored poorly 
against other Asian nations, including 
Bangladesh (107th), Vietnam (91th), 
Malaysia (24th), Thailand (15h), 
Hong Kong (4th), Taiwan (50th), 
Pakistan (76th) and Sri Lanka 
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Shares up 1.0% 


SHARE PRICES YESTERDAY 
Closed 1.0 percent higher on 
thin volume as investors re- 
mained cautious, dealers said. 
They said the market was sup- 
ported by strong buying among 
blue chips led by telecom giant 
Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone Co. 

The composite index gained 
35.08 points to close at 
3,475.75, off a high of 3,491.65 
anda low of 3,449.64. The 
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(See stock market report on Page B4) 
broader all-share index added 
9.10 points to 2,162.99. 
Losers led gainers 65 to 44, 
while 59 stocks ended flat. 
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Gov’t to shoulder МЕА$ rice import expenses in 2008 


By Amy R. Remo 


THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 
next year will shoulder the 50-per- 
cent tariff imposed on all rice ship- 
ments to be ordered by the cash- 
strapped National Food Authority, 
to help curb the agency's losses. 
"According to the Finance depart- 


ment, the NFA will be given a tax ex- 
penditure subsidy, enough to cover 
its total rice import tariffs," said NFA 
Administrator Jessup P Navarro. 

He explained that the supposed 
tariff to be slapped on rice imports 
would be appropriated in the gov- 
‘ernment budget. 

In effect, the NEA will have to pay 


the tariffs on the imports using 
available funds under the Tax Ex- 
penditure Fund, which is part of the 
annual budget. 

Navarro added that the plan has 
already been approved in principle 
during a recent meeting of the 
country's economic managers. 

If this was implemented this year, 


Navarro said the move would trans- 
late to some P14 billion in savings. 

For 2007, the NFA has imported 
some 1.6 million metric tons of rice, 
mostly from Vietnam. The last batch 
оѓ rice imports of 260,000 metric 
tons is set to arrive by October at the 
latest. 

Navarro, however, did not dis- 


close the planned rice importation 
volume for next year 
He said the full subsidy will сіс 
down the agency's losses. The NFA 
is still waiting for a sovereign guar- 
anteefromthegovenment. — ' 
According to Agriculture Secre- 
tary Arthur C. Yap, he expects to re- 
боутто/вв 


RP miners dig hard 


MINING IN THE PHILIPPINES DOESN'T 
just require hard hats and heavy machinery, 

* it also involves good manners and lots of 
talking. 

Albert Eacott, the safety manager for 
OceanaGold’s gold and copper project in 
Didipio valley, assiduously waves to work- 
ers building an all-weather road en route to 

„ the future mine site. 

“t's all about respect,” he says. 

OceanaGold and a host of companies be- 
fore it have worked hard to win locals 
around to the idea of mining in Didipio, 
where subsistence farmers have a long tra- 
dition of panning for gold. 

АШ mining firms now pay attention to 
community relations but in the Philippines, 
it’s a business necessity. 

The sector's poor environmental record 
and its failure to share profits during the 
local industry's heyday in the 1960s and 
1970s have left people deeply distrustful 
of large-scale miners and tripped up gov- 
ernment efforts to attract mining invest- 
ments. 

Companies wishing to explore the 
archipelago's vast mineral reserves often 
meet fierce and well-organized opposition 
from local nongovernment organizations 
and leftist groups, who mount legal cam- 
paigns, lobby the community and, in some 


Step Up in life with the only housing loan that adjusts 
your monthly amortization to your earning capacity. 


P 12,500 
for the next. 
16 years” 


AWORKER retrieves a sack of oreata 
mineral site in Mt. Diwalwal, Monkayo, 
‘Compostela Valley. For mining firms, 
community relations have become vital to. 
their business. INQUIRERPHOTO 


cases, try to obstruct operations through 

demonstrations. 
‘The Catholic Church, which is a powerful 
political player in the country, supports the 
RP MINERS /B2 


With fixed payments that you can afford right now, 
there's no reason to wait for your dream home. 
Introducing 
BPI Family Savings Bank’s Step UP Housing Loan 


Public sector posts surplus 


By Michelle V. Remo Transmission Corp. 

The improvement in the 
fiscal position of GOCCs fol- 
lowed the directive from the 
Department of Finance to 
fix their financial problems. 
The DOF has required 
GOCCs to implement a 
scorecard system. whereby 
officials and employees of 
GOCCs would be given in- 
centives or penalties de- 
pending on their ability to 
achieve their financial tar- 
gets. 

The public sector's finan- 
cial position was, however, 
partly dragged down by the 
P40.98-billion budget 
deficit of the national gov- 
еттеп. 

The first-half deficit of 
the national government 
was higher than the 
31.504 billion recorded in 
the same period last year, 
and higher than the sup- 
posed ceiling of P31.283 
billion stated under the fis- 
cal program. 

The Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas also posted а 
deficit, which hit P31.473 


This was a stark reversal 
of the P11.259 billion in 
surplus registered by the 
BSP in the first half of 2006. 

It may be recalled that, 
since May, the BSP moved 
to miop up excess liquidity 
in the system by inviting 
state-owned firms and trust 
departments of banks to 
park their deposits with the 
central bank. 

The BSPs expenditures 
consequently increased, as 
interest rates offered under 
the special depository ac- 
counts for СОСС are high- 
erthan regular yields. 

To ensure that the peso 
does not fluctuate substan- 
tially, the BSP likewise has 
intervened by buying or 
selling dollars or pesos. This 
is to prevent either an 
abrupt and significant ap- 
preciation or depreciation 
ofthe peso. 

Earlier reports said the 
BSP had to intervene to 
avoid a depreciation of the 


Initially available in Metro Manila and soon in the provinces. 
peso at the height of the US : 
subprime market concerns BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK 
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WITH THE FISCAL 
turnaround of state-owned 
firms, the entire public sec- 
tor posted a budget surplus 
of P24 billion in the first half, 
up 79 percent from that of 
the same period last year. 

‘The surplus was equiva- 
lent to 0.8 percent of the 
country's gross domestic 
product (GDP) in January 
to June this year better 
than the 0.5 percent record- 
ed in the first half of 2006. 

Public sector is composed 
of the national government, 
government-owned апі 
-controlled ^ corporations 
(GOCCs), government fi- 
nancial institutions (GFIs) 
and social security institu- 
tions (5515). 

Data from the Depart- 
ment of Finance showed 
that the public sector sur- 
plus in the first half was i 
fluenced by the P32.685 
billion in combined surplus 
of major GOCCs, which in- 
clude, among others, the 
power firms National Pow- 
er. Corp. and National 
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loan Term 5-Years 
Payment Schedule 

first 2 years. 

next 2 years 
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Ё Т оап Term 1.20 Years. 
^ Amount Payment Schedule 

P 8,000 first 2 years 

P 9,800 next 2 years 
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US gaming firm 
to infuse P5B 


into Poro Point 
Area to rival Phuket, Bali 


D Ronnel W. Domingo 


N CALIFORNIA-BASED GAM- 
ing and property developer has 
Searmarked PS billion for in- 
‘vestments in the Poro Point 
$freeport zone in La Union over 
Фе next five years to turn the 
Tarea “into a travel destination 
“that can compete with Phuket 
and Bali.” 

An official from Thunderbird 

“Resorts Inc. said the initial 
Sphase of developing a 65- 
Zhectare leisure and entertain- 
‘ment complex in Poro Point was 
ongoing and was expected to be 
“finished by yearend. 
1 Fernando Santico, the 
firm's head consultant on real 
estate, said the initial phase 
which would cost about Р1 
billion had so far created 400 
‘obs in Poro Point, bringing its 
‘total workforce in the Philip- 
Zpines to more than one thou- 
‘sand. 

Ап international property de- 
Zveloper of dynamic, themed, 
land integrated luxury hotel 
ivenues, Thunderbird Resorts 
TInc/s first project in the coun- 

Ztry—called Fiesta Resort Casino 
iManila—opened in Binango- 
‘nan, Rizal, in April 2005. 

1 "Thunderbird expects em- 
ployment numbers to grow to 
12,000 in the next two years, 


with an additional 200 to 250 
employees manning (the firmis) 
hotel and golf operations at 
Poro Point by yearend,” Santico 
said. 

He’ said that, in the compa- 
пуз aim of developing a viable 
prime tourist drawer in La 
Union, Thunderbird was bank- 
ing on the growing domestic 
and international markets seek- 
ing more and more sophisticat- 
ed business and leisure offer- 
ings. 

*We walk the extra mile to 
transform this once-isolated US 
military air station into (a facili- 
ty) where guests can experience 
the ‘lifestyle of the rich and fa- 
mous,” Santico said. 

He said the La Union com- 
plex—which would be called Fi- 
esta Resort Casino Poro 
Point—would have 36 rooms 
that would be initially made 
available to guests at a rack rate 
of $180 a night. 

Thunderbird also plans to de- 
velop a nine-hole, all-weather 
golf course set for opening in 
December. 

He said Thunderbird's Poro 
Point project would also include 
a retail district, an infinity pool 
overlooking the beach, spa fa- 
cilities, convention and event 
centers, and a water sports 
complex. 
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A different kind of advocacy 


WHEREVER I GO, PEOPLE IDENTIFY ME 
as an advocate for Mindanao, pushing for 
the development and economic growth of 
this island, As I move around, I exert extra 
effort to put into the consciousness of the 
people I meet the opportunities that 
abound in the region—in tourism, exports, 
human resource, information technology, 
and education and training 

However, it is only now that I realize 
that my 75-year-old mother, Ma. Celina 
Javellana Iagan, who passed away on 
Sept. 12, 2007 due to lung caücer, was a 
strong advocate herself, pursuing a differ- 
ent kind of advocacy and touching lives 
alongthe way. 

My achievements in business and other 
concerns were nothing compared to what 
she had done in her lifetime. I know she 
would always be remembered by the multi- 
tudes of people who had met her. 

My mother started propagating the devo- 
tion to the Divine Mercy and the Three O' 
Glock habit in 1989 with a handful of her 
close friends in Davao City. Their mission 
‘was to spread the devotion in all the parish- 
es in the city in accordance with the teach- 
ings of the Catholic Church, 

Trecall my mother telling me that the de- 
votion to the Divine Mercy is a total com- 
mitment to God—itis a covenant of mercy. 

“Jesus, I trust in You," is in every lips ofa. 
Divine Mercy devotee. All of these devo- 
tees simultaneously recites the prayer ev- 
ery 3 o'clock in the afternoon wherever 
they are. 

These group of housewives with very lit 
tle business sense and no background on 
organizational dynamics suddenly took a 
stock of what they were doing and the spiri- 
tual impact on the communities they had 
visited. It dawned upon them that they now 
have to take a serious look at what they 
want to achieve so they can maximize both 
their physical and financial resources. 
There has to be а more methodological way 
of spreading the devotion. 

Just like іп any advocacy, опе has to be 
prepared with information materials so 
that one can generate more supporters and 
stakeholders who will be your ally and part- 


MINDANAWORLD 


Joji Павап-Віап 


ner in spreading the advocacy. In business, 
ме get as many chambers of commerce and 
other related groups to understand and ap- 
preciate our advocacy so that they will push 
the reform agenda. For the business groups 
to support the advocacy, you have to con- 
vince them of the economic impact of that 
advocacy—how it will positively affect 
business and trade in their communi- 
ty—that in the end, business will be brisk 
and profits will increase. 

Му mom and her group pooled in the 
resources and with the help of many of 
their friends printed thousands and thou- 
sands of Divine Mercy pictures, novenas, 
pamphlets, reading materials and distribut- 
ed them massively for free all over the is- 
land. They spoke to as many groups as pos- 
sible to explain the devotion and other re- 
lated matters. 

My mom was a very effective spiritual 
advocate. I recall that she was a lot busier 
than anyone of us and to think that she was 
not involved in running any of our business 
actively. She went beyond simply spreading 
the advocacy among the city's parishes; she 
went to many cities and towns all over Min- 
danao, in her desire to cover more areas 
and bring in more devotees to the Divine 
Mercy This resulted in the formation of Di- 
vine Mercy Apostolates in the southern part 
of Mindanao (Davao, Digos, Tafum, Mati, 
General Santos ); Northern Mindanao (Ca- 
gayan, Malaybalay, Bukidnon, Ozamis); 
Western Mindanao (Dipolog, Zamboanga, 
Pagadian, Basilan, Jolo-Sulu); Caraga area 
( Butuan, Surigao, Tandag), Central Min- 
danao (Cotabato, Kidapawan), and Cebu 
City. 

1 was on May 20-22, 2003 that my 
mother and the Mindanao Divine Mercy 
Apostolate organized the 1st Mindanao 


Divine Mercy Congress in Davao City. It 
was supported by Msgr. Fernando Capalla, 
the Archbishop of Davao and Msgr. Josefi- 
no Ramirez, national spiritual director of 
the Divine Mercy Apostolate. The vision of 
the congress was to foster closer relation- 
ship among members all over the island 
and to forge stronger bond of spiritual 
commitment in the propagation of the de- 
votion. 

Streams of people from all walks of life 
all over Mindanao came to pay their last re- 
spects to my mother, each one has a story to 
tell on how she had touched his/her life. 
Bishops and priests came as a sign of their 
love for her. During her burial on Sept 21, 
2007, three bishops—Msgr. Fernando Ca- 
palla, Bishop Rimando and Bishop 
Alo—and 12 priests concelebrated the 
Mass that was attended by more than 600 
people from all over Mindanao. 

Through my mother , I had the wonder- 
ful opportunity to meet all of these devo- 
tees, Their deep involvement and commit- 
ment in spreading the mercy of God struck 
те as one that can only be blessed by God. 
The 60- and 70-year-old ladies that I had 
met have the stamina of a 20-year-old 
woman, always full of energy when they 
move around in line with their mission—all 
for the love of the Lord of Mercy. 

‘Truly, my mother’s advocacy was an eye 
opener to me. It made me realize that in the 
end, her accomplishments—through her 
advocacy in bringing people closer to the 
Lord—were a thousand-fold more mean- 
ingful than any of the business and eco- 
nomic advocacy that I had done and that 
the best part was that , the rewards are in 
heaven. 

Note: I would like to thank our friends for 
their prayers and condolences, the different 
churches and parishes for the hourly prayer 
services, the priests who celebrated the daily 
masses, the Divine Mercy Apostolate mem- 
bers all over Mindanao, and Nilo Paurom for 
the PDI obituary. 

(Joji Ilagan Bian is an advocate for the de- 
velopment of Mindanao and chair of Joji Ila- 
gan Foundation. Email comments to jojib- 
ian2@yahoo.com) 
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anti-mining campaigns and last 
year forced the government to 
review its investor friendly min- 
ing law. 

The uncertainty slashed for- 
eign funding into the sector to 
$109 million last year from 
$447 million in 2005, a fraction 
of the $6.5 billion Manila wants 
to attract. 

The government, which esti- 
mates the Philippines has $1 
trillion worth of mineral 
wealth—nearly 10 times its 
$108-billion national debt—is 
back actively promoting min- 
ing but major players are not 
splashing out and individual 
bishops have remained vocally 
opposed to miners entering 
their patches. 


Tribal power 

"you come to think of it as 
you sit down after the day is 
over and say is it worth all of 
this?" said Joey Ayson, country 
manager for Royalco, the local 
exploration arm of Oxiana AX, 
an Australian mining group. 

Royalco is trying to explore 
an area southwest of 
OceanaGold's Didipio project 
but has been unable to get its 
equipment in place because 
groups have barricaded the ac- 
cess road. 

“Whatever you say, they say 
no to mining, no to exploration, 
they won't even listen to you or 
give a reason. They just say no,” 
said Ayson. 

Like many other mineral-rich 
areas in the Philippines, the 
Royalco site is on the ancestral 
lands of indigenous people. 

By law, miners have to get 
permission from the tribes be- 
fore they can explore and ex- 
tract. A royalty must also be 
paid. 

The permission process can 
be torturous and complicated 


; by rival land claims and intra- 
1 tribal quarrels. 


After months of negotiations, 
the Bugkalot tribe gave Royaleo 
permission to explore in return 
for a trust fund of P150,000 for 
development projects and 
promises to rehabilitate the ac- 
Cess road to the site. 

The company also agreed to 
employ some of the elders and 
pay them P3,000-P4,000 per 
month, 

Local nongovernment groups 
‘opposed to the agreement call it 
bribery. 

“Those favoring the mines 
have admitted that they are on- 
lyafter the roads," said Bernabe 


Almirol of the Philippine Rural 
Reconstruction Movement. 


Spills and toxins 

Much of the current opposi- 
tion to mining in the Philippines 
stems ftom past experience. 

In 1996, more than 1 million 
tons of toxic sludge from a mine 
owned by Marcopper Mining 
Corp. spilled into a river on the 
central island of Marinduque 
contaminating the water and 
forcing hundreds to flee their 
homes, The disaster stalled 
Manila's efforts to liberalize the 
industry for most of the follow- 
ing decade. 

In 2005, cyanide spills at a 
gold, copper and zinc mine be- 
longing to Australia's Lafayette 
оп the central island of Rapu- 
Rapu set back another attempt 
to revive the industry. 

“We are not against mining 
рег se but we have yet to see re- 
sponsible mining. Rapu-Rapu 
was the showcase but they blew 
it,” said Sister Eden Orlino, who 
opposes  Royalo and 
OceanaGold and would rather 
see the government promote 
agriculture and eco-tourism. 

"We need to demonstrate 
that things like that will no 
longer happen,” said Jake 
Foronda, general manager of 
OceanaGold's Didipio site. 

During exploration, Didipio 
attracted opposition from the 
Church, NGOs and farmers but. 
now that preparations are afoot 
for mining to start in 2009, 
more of the locals are being 
won over. 

“People see the road being 
built, they see the improve- 
ments, the employment and the 
anti-mining sentiment is gradu- 
ally decreasing,” said Foronda. 

OceanaGold plans four years 
of open-pit mining followed by 
at least 11 years of under- 
ground operations. Dinkidi Hill, 
which overlooks the valley, will 
disappear along with dozens of 
wooden homes nestled below 
it 

Most of the residents live 
hand to mouth and many were 
happy to accept OceanaGold’s 
offer of relocation along with 
an education grant for chil- 
dren and job offers for the 
adults, 

Farmers have been offered up. 
to P250,000 per hectare. 

The company says some of 
the land surrounding the mine. 
can be returned to the owners 
and used for agriculture once 
the ore has been extracted, If 
not, they double the price paid 
forit. Reuters 
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Medical transcription revenues to double yearly 


als in their early 20s, who are 
proficient in the English lan- 
guage and familiar with West- 
егп culture; and 
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* The ability of the average 
transcriptionist to process 
1,000 lines daily with 98 to 99 
percent accuracy. 


Companies step up efforts to expand market in US 


` By Ronnel W. Domingo Department of Trade and Indus- 
* чу, is organizing with the help 
of the Medical Transcription In- 
dustry Association of the Philip- 
pines Inc. (MTIAPI) a delega- 
tion to a convention and exhibi- 
tion of the American Health In- 
formation Management Assoc 
ation to be held in Philadephia 
from Oct. 6 to 11, 2007. 

Ahima represents some 51,000 
professionals who are specially 
educated in health information 
management and employed in 
the US healthcare industry 

Ina joint statement with Citem, 
MTIAPI said it sought to draw to 
the Philippines more companies 
‘on the lookout for quality jobs at 


lower cost through the Ahima 
convention which gathers indus- 
try decision-makers. 

MTIAPI cites the following 
factors as drivers of increasing 
demand for outsourced medical 
transcription services: 

* The rise in healthcare 
spending due to aging popula- 
tion in the US; 

© The increasing demand 
from health maintenance orga- 
nizations and medical insur- 
ance; and 

© The requirement under a 
US law passed in 1996 for Medi- 
care, Medicaid and US insur- 
ance companies to have all 
medical records archived in dig- 


ital format. 

"As the demand for health- 
care services increases, the 
need for dictation and tran- 
scription of medical encounters 
grow 16 percent a year, result- 
ing in an estimated $12 billion- 
dollar industry,” MTIAPI said. 

Further, the group said US 
healthcare entities must be ap- 
prised of the advantages of 
dealing with Philippine service 
providers, such as: 

ө Their operating 24 hours, 
7 days a week, with the ability 
to deliver output in three to six 
hours in emergency cases; 

© Their work force being 
composed of young profession- 


Rates for Meralco industrial users to drop 


co-Napocor agreement. 

Napocor will provide up to 2,500 gi- 
gawatt-hours (GWh) of power at this re- 
duced rate 
year. 

“If Meralco wants 
more, then we're 100), 
more than willing to 
sit down with them H 
again" Маросог è 


REVENUES FROM THE OUT- 
sourced medical transcription 
service sector is seen to grow by 
90 percent yearly in the next 
five years from $75 million in 
2006, as companies launch a 
campaign to expand their mar- 

ket in the United States. 

Based on such growth rates, 
the domestic medication tran- 
scription industry would out- 
pace growth in the high-profile 
contact center industry, accord- 
ing to the Center for Interna- 
tional Trade Expositions and 
Missions (Citem). 

Citem, which is a part of the 


By Abigail L. Ho be the initial beneficiaries of the special rate, he 
said this could also be extended to other enti- 
POWER USERS IN 10 INDUSTRIAL ES- ties, provided they meet certain criteria 
tates and three economic zones within the 

Manila Electric Co. franchise will soon pay 
less for electricity, following the Energy 
Regulatory Commission's order to imple- 
ment special rates for these areas. 

ERC chair Rodolfo Albano Jr. said that 
even if Meralco and the National Power Corp. 
have yet to formally file their agreement on president Cyril Del 
preferential rates with the regulatory body, Callar had earlier 
the reduction could already be implemented. said. “The volume 

“Tjust signed an order regarding that,"he starts from 1,900 
told reporters. “We'll just wait for their fil- GWh to а maximum 
ing, but they can already start (offering of 2,500 GWh.” 
those lower rates)." Francisco said the 

Asked to confirm this, Meralco president special ecozone rate 
and CEO Jesus Francisco said the distribu- could decline fur- 
tion utility had indeed sent a letter to the ther to P3.49 per 
ERC, seeking approval for the new rates kWh, and then to 
prior to the actual filing of the petition. P3.46 per kWh, if 

“We just wrote а letter (tothe ERC), with the demand for 
the formal filing to follow,” һе айй ina sep- power rises past cer- 
arate interview. “The chairman has already tain levels. 
replied, so we can implement [it] already.” While locators in- 

From almost PS per kilowatt-hour side the 10 industrial 
(kWh) in recent months, ecozone loca- estates and three eco 
tors will enjoy а reduced generation rate zones within the Mer- 
of only P3.52 per kWh, under the Meral- alco franchise would 


each 
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PARTAS Transportation Company, Inc. 
> Established on September 29, 1989. » Of the eight terminals, three aro inside 
> From а humble beginning of only 45 Metro Manila, which are in Cubao, Pasay 
employees and 5 buses, PARTAS has ап Manila. 
grown to more thon 600 employees and » The remaining five terminals are located in 
more than 180 buses Laoag, Vigan, Bangued, San Fernando in 
> Main line of business is to ferry the 1а Union and Baguio City 
commuting public to and from the > Kecently, PARTAS has also added Clark 
Tocos corridor. substation (ticketing office) in Ив operation. 
> There are 8 major stations strategically.» The company motto, "We Take Pride in Our 
located in Luzon which support the — Safeand Courteous Employees" 
operations on a 24/7 schedule, year round. 


The new Mercedes-Benz 1725 Bus Chassis. 
Anew dimension in outstanding reliability and performance. 


* Designed for both metropolitan and 
provincial travel. 


> Makes every passenger experience the 
most rewarding journey in travel comfort 


* Built with the latest Mercedes-Benz bus 
technology which provides outstanding 
reliability and performance even in the 


'even in the longest hours. 
> Compared with other buses in the same 
‘Segment the 1725 has an Increase 


most extreme road conditions. 

* Features the latest fuel economy and 
braking technology exclusively from 
‘Mercedes-Benz. 


of 30% in the net power braking. 

» In terms of fuel economy, this Euro Il- 
compliant vehicle has another advantage 
caused by its low displacement. 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIP- 
inas expects the country's annual i 
flation rate to remain benign in 
September, as the strengthening of 
the peso helped temper the rise in 
consumer prices. 

BSP Governor Amando Tetangco 
Jr. yesterday said this month's in- 
flation rate would likely range be- 
tween 2.1 and 2.8 percent versus 
the 2.4 percent rate posted in Au- 
gust. 

“While prices of major food items 
such as rice and fuel rose during the 
month, prices of fresh food items de- 
clined and the peso remained gener- 
ally firm,” Tetangco said. 

Inflation measures the rise in av- 
erage prices of basic goods based on 


an index or basket of products con- 
sumed by a typical Filipino house- 
hold. 

"Overall the inflation environ- 
ment continues to be favorable," 
Tetangco said. 

The benign inflation environ- 
ment, along with the sharper than 
expected cut in the US Federal Re- 
serve's benchmark rate last week, 
gives the BSP leeway to ease its in- 
terest rates. 

Tetangco said the Fed decision 
gave the BSP “some room for ma- 
neuvering.” 

Several players in the the local 
financial market are now expect- 
ing the BSP to cut its own interest 
rates in the next Monetary Board 
meeting on Oct. 4, although this 
expectation could be tempered by 
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Inflation rate seen at 2.1-2.8% 


Peso strengthening helps temper rise in prices 


risks coming from rising oil 
prices. 

The BSP vowed to remain vigi- 
lant on the risks to inflation in- 
cluding the volatility in oil mar- 
kets, the continuing risk aversion 
in offshore markets and as well as 
weather patterns. 

"The Fed's action is among the 
factors that we consider for our 
policy rate setting because it pro- 
vides guidance on the assessment 
of US growth and inflation,” 
Tetangco said, adding that the 
rates would also have an impact 
on the portfolio preferences of 
global investors. 

Anything affecting the US eco- 
nomic health also affects the 
Philippines because of its substan- 
tial exports to that country. 


ALI, Yulos launch joint project 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


PROPERTY GIANT AYALA LAND 
Inc. (ALD yesterday unveiled its 
massive mixed-use development in 
Canlubang, Laguna, said to be eight 
times larger than the Makati central 
business district. 

Called “Nuvali” (pronounced as 
New Valley), the first phase of the 
1,600-hectare project will cost P3.5 
billion, Miriam Katigbak, head of 
AL's strategic landbank manage- 
ment, said yesterday after a press 
launch at the Ayala Museum. 

«Nuvali is so far ALI's largest mas- 
té-planned regional hub in the 
country. 

It is a partnership between the 
Yulos and ALI. 

Tn 1993, ALI bought 70 percent 
of the 1,600-hectare property of the 


Yulos in Canlubang, with the latter 
retaining the 30 percent. In 1993, 
the property was valued at P275 per 
square meter, ALI president Jaime 
Ayala said. 

‘The land value now was placed at 
P2,000 per square meter by inde- 
pendent property consultants. 

The first phase of the project, 
which covers 300 hectares, will in- 
clude a retail center, a multi-func- 
tional lake, a business process out- 
sourcing (BPO) campus, campus 
apartments, a visitor's center, resi- 
dences and Xavier School. 

Officials said Nuvali would de- 
vote 50 percent of the development 
area to open spaces and greenery. 

Of the total budget for the first 
phase, P2.5 billion will go to the de- 
velopment of infrastructure and 
clubhouses for АШ three major 


housing brands—Ayala Land Pre- 
miere (high-end), Community In- 
novations Inc. (for urban achievers) 
and Avida (affordable segment). 

As part of residential offerings in 
Nuvali, Ayala Land Premiere is 
launching "Abrio" this Friday, a clus- 
ter of 380 exclusive lots on a 70- 
hectare portion of the Nuvali pro- 
ject. 

In October, Community Innova- 
tions will launch “Treveia,” a 60- 
hectare house and lot community, 
which may cost roughly P9,000 to 
P9,500 a square meter per lot. Lot 
sizes may measure roughly 300 
square meters each. 

Also next month, Avida will 
launch "Avida Settings" in Nuvali, 
where lots are priced at Р1.9 mil- 
lion to РЗ million. The lot size is at 
least 120 square meters. 


Omico 
capital 
hike OKd 


OMICO CORP HAS 
received regulatory 
consent for its 
planned increase in 
authorized capital 
stock to P2 billion 
from P1 billion, the 
company said in a 
disclosure to the 
Philippines Stock 
Exchange yesterday. 

Omico will raise 
its capital stock to 
200 billion shares 
from 100 billion 
shares. 

This is in line with 
the listing of new 
shares after the 
company raised 
fresh funds from a 
stock rights offer 


JEROEN VAN Der Veer, chief executive of Royal Dutch Shell PLC, chats with President. 
Arroyo during a courtesy call in Malacafiang. Van Der Veer’s visitis an affirmation of the 
Philippines’ part in Shell's long-term strategic interests and commitment to expand its 
businesses in the country. With Van Der Veer and the 


Shell companies in the Philippines, and Energy Secretary Angelo Reyes. 


President are Edgar Chua, chair of 


last month. 

‘The company of- 
fered to shareholders 
the right to subscribe 
to one share for ev- 
ery three shares held 
as of the record date 
of Aug. 1. 

The proceeds of 
P387.3 million will 
be used to fund min- 
ing exploration and 
acquisition of mining 
claims, as well as real 
estate development 
projects and working 
capital. Elizabeth 5 
Lacson 
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Sterling Bank 
raises capital 


STERLING BANK OF ASIA HAS RISEN TO 
become one of the top 10 thrift banks in the 
country with the recent increase in its capi- 
talization to P1 billion, as against the mini 

mum requirement of P325 million for sav- 
ings banks, in just six months of opera- 


tions. 


Service contract operator Philodrills 
stake had been reduced from 44.43 percent. 
to only 13.33 percent. Those held by other 


Anglo 
percent 


Corp., 
Philex 


and Mi 
percent 


Vitol gets 70% of service contract 


‘THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY HAS AP- 
proved the farm-in of Vitol GPC Investment 
SA in Service Contract 6A, giving the Gene- 
va-based company a 70-percent stake in the 
offshore Palawan exploration contract. 

Ina disclosure to the Philippine Stock 
Exchange yesterday, Philodrill Corp. cor- 
porate secretary Adrian Arias said the en- 
try of Vitol had altered the participating 
interests of the parties involved in SC 


shareholders also went down. 
PetroEnergy Resources 
holds only 5 percent from 16.67 percent; 


Corp. now 


Philippine Holdings Corp., 3.33 
t from 11.11 percent; Trans-A: 


Oil and Energy Development Corp., 2.33 
percent from 7.78 percent; Vulcan Indus- 
trial and Mining Corp., 2.17 percent from 
7.22 percent; Forum Energy Philippines 


1.67 percent from 5.56 percent; 
Mining Corp., 1.67 percent from 


5.56 percent, and Alcorn Gold Resources 


inerals Corp., 0.5 percent from 1.67 
t. Abigail L. Ho 
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Sterling Bank president Lamberto R. Vil- 


lena said the additional capital infusion 
would fund the bank's extensive expansion 


program. 


The bank has six branches in Metro 
Manila and it is planning to open nine more 
branches here and other key cities in the 


provinces before the end of the year. 


"As Sterling Bank ventures on an exte; 
sive expansion program in Metro Manila 
and key provincial cities, we will also em- 

"bark on developing innovative products 
that offer optimum yield and convenience 


for iis customers," Villena added. 
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BUSINESS Ew 
Oil eyes US stocks, ekes gains after sliding below $80 


THuRsDay, ‘SEPTEMBER 27, 2007 


Economic 


pace in Asia 
seen to fall 


SINGAPORE—AGAINST THE 
backdrop of a slowing global 
economy, rising oil prices and 
prolonged turmoil in credit 
markets, the pace of economic 


SINGAPORE—OIL PRICES YESTERDAY 
crept up after three days of losses, with 
traders looking toward data expected to 
show a further decline in United States 
crude stocks. 

US crude for November delivery 
climbed 20 cents to $79.73 a barrel by 
0704 GMT, while London Brent crude 
rose 2 cents to $77.64 a barrel. 

Prices have tumbled since hitting a 


‘Thursday, fueled by worries over a storm 
in the Gulf of Mexico that later fizzled, 
the weakening dollar, a cut in key US i 
terest rates and a flush of speculative 
capital. 

The safe return of nearly all US Gulf 
oil production following precaution- 
ary closures last week has knocked oil 
back below $80, but traders said con- 
firmation of a US crude stock draw in 


reverse the sell-off. 

“Its all up to the inventory data, if 
stocks continue to draw down then 
prices will remain bullish,” said Tony 
Nunan, risk management executive at 
Mitsubishi Corp. 

А Reuters poll of analysts showed US 
refiners probably slowed imports of 
crude oil last week, causing inventories 
to fall by 2.4 million barrels. 


by 1.3 million barrels and gasoline 
‘stocks easing by only 100,000 barrels, as 
the seasonal drop in gasoline demand 
and autumn refinery maintenance offset 
some of the bullishness of the crude da- 
ta. 

US retail gasoline demand slid to a 
three-month low last week, as travel 
slowed further with the end of the sum- 
mer vacation, MasterCard Advisors said 


growth in Asiaissettofallmod- record high of $83.90 a barrel last 
estly this year and next, a 
Reuters quarterly poll shows. 

Economists cited the region's 
already elevated growth rates, 
rising domestic demand in China 
and India and the leeway policy- 
makers in the region have to ease 
fiscal and monetary policies as 
factors that could offset a major 
global slowdown. 

Of the 12 economies surveyed 
in the Asia-Pacific, economists 
predicted that gross domestic 
product growth in four—Indone- 
sia, Malaysia, Thailand and 
South Korea—would be higher in 
2008 than this year. 

Economic growth would be 
slightly lower in the rest of Asia, 
including Singapore, China, In- 
dia, Australia and the Philippines. 

‘That forecast comes at a time 
when housing markets in the 
United States and in parts of Eu- 
rope are slumping, prompting 
downward revisions in estimates 
for US consumption and growth. 

“ts not going to be catastroph- 
ic,” said Bill Belchere, chief Asian 
economist at Macquarie Securi- 
ties. 

Others were less sure. Last 
week, Lehman Brothers cut its 
forecast for growth in Asia, ex- 
duding Japan, to 7.5 percent in 
2008, down from an estimated 
8.4 percent in 2007. Emerging 
Asia on average grew by 8.5 per- 
cent in 2006. Reuters 


weekly data due on Wednesday could But distillate stocks were seen rising 


Asia stocks hit new highs 


Worries over US economic slowdown persist 


TOKYO—ASIAN STOCKS 
touched record highs and the 
dollar hit another all-time low 
against the euro on Wednesday 
after more weak US economic 
data boosted expectations the 
Federal Reserve will cut interest. 
rates again next month. 

US figures on Tuesday 
showed consumer confidence 
sank unexpectedly to a near 
two-year low in September, 
while another report said the 
pace of existing home sales fell 
last month. 

The data cemented the view 
that the US central bank will 
follow up last week's 50 basis 
point rate cut with more easing 
to shield the world's biggest 
economy from a housing slump 
and financial turbulence. 

"You've got the tug of war be- 
tween disappointing economic 
news and the hopes of a rate 
cut. Bad news is seen as good 
news perversely,” said Eric 
Betts, equities strategist at No- 
mura Australia. “It suggests a 
bumpy ride ahead.” The MSCI's 
broadest index of Asian markets 


on Tuesday. Reuters 
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outside Japan gained 0.5 per- 
cent to touch another record 
high and take year-to-date 
gains above 30 percent, while 
the Nikkei ended up 0.1 per- 
cent. 

Australia's benchmark 
S&P/ASX 200 index ended flat 
after setting record closing 
highs for two sessions run- 
ning. 

Taiwan's market, closed on 
Monday and Tuesday for na- 
tional holidays, jumped 1.7 per- 
cent to its highest close in near- 
ly two months, led by gains in 
firms such as Taiwan Cement 
and China Petrochemical amid 
high raw material prices, while 
Indian shares rose past 17,000 
points for first time. Hong Kong 
markets were closed for a holi- 
day. 

But investors shied away 
from technology stocks such as 
Taiwan Semiconductor Manu- 
facturing Со. Ltd., the world’s 
top contract chip maker, on con- 
cerns over the US economy. 

“On the tech front, some in- 
vestors are pulling back, wor- 


In US, home sales still dropping € IT. SOLUTIONS 
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ried that the year-end peak sea- 
son will not be as strong as ex- 
pected due to the US credit cri- 
sis,” said Cliff Chuang, a man- 
ager at Mega International Se- 
curities in Taiwan. 

US Treasuries inched up in 
Asia in the wake of the weak US 
economic data, boosting 
Japanese government bonds. 

Gold, which usually moves in 
the opposite direction to the 
dollar, rose to around $733 an 
ounce from $731 late in New 
York on Tuesday. 

The dollar index against a 
basket of currencies edged up 
0.1 percent, but remained with- 
in sight of an all-time low, strug- 
gling on the view that more US 
rate cuts would further erode 
demand for dollar-denominat- 
ed assets. 

The euro rose to another 
record high of $1.4163 on 
electronic trading platform 
EBS in early Tokyo trade as ће 
dollar extended losses from 
the previous session after the 
weak US consumer confidence 
reading. Reuters 
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However, many analysts 
believe that sales and prices 
will fall further as the 

ing market receives addition- 
al blows from rising default 
rates that are dumping more 
homes on an already glutted 
market and causing lenders 
to tighten standards. These 
factors have made it harder 
for potential borrowers to 
qualify for loans. 

А separate report on hous- 
ing prices in 20 large cities 
done by Case-Shiller showed 
show prices dropping a sharp. 
3.9 percent in July compared. 
io July 2006. Economists 
said that report was probably 
a better reflection of the 
downward pressure оп 
prices that is being exerted 
by record high inventory lev- 
eis. 

"Another month of falling 
sales and rising inventories 
tells us the housing market is 
still a basket case," said Joel 
Naroff, chief economist at 
Naroff Economic Advisors 
Tne. “It is going to take a long 
time to work off that imbal- 
ance and undoubtedly prices 
will have to fall a whole lot 
further" AP 


Gov't 
to shoulder ... 


From pageBt 
ceive the guarantee within 
the week. At present, the 
Agriculture department is 
fast-tracking the financial re- 
structuring of its long-term 
loans worth P16.5 billion. 

The NFA in May received 
the Bangko Sentral ng Pi 
inas’ permission to refinance 
itsdebts. 

Yap earlier said they are 
expecting to generate some 
P25 billion from the sale of 
zero-coupon bonds and use 
part of the proceeds to retire 
the loan. 

The rest of the proceeds, 
he said, would be invested in 
warehouses, drying facilities 
and on the planned national 
grains highway. 

The loans were originally 
structured and financed in 
2003 using zero-coupon 
bonds. The bonds are cur- 
rently used as collateral for 
NEA debts. 

Aside from the bond sale, 
Yap had cited plans of selling 
a third of МРАЗ 300 ware- 
houses nationwide and maxi- 
mizing the use of the 120- 
hectare Food Terminal Inc. 
Property in Taguig City- 


Shares up ... 


From page BI 

Volume totaled 2.6 bil- 
lion shares worth P2.8 bil- 
lion ($62 million). 

PLDT jumped to a record 
high of P2,865 in early trad- 
ing before settling at 
P2,845, up P4S. 

Ayala Corp gained 10 pe- 
sos to P510. The country's 
largest bank, Metropolitan 
Bank and Trust Co, added 
опе peso to P53.50. 

Mining stocks fell as prices 
of metals such as gold and 
copper dropped. Philex Min- 
ing Corp. lost 10 centavos to 
P7.60, while Atlas Consolidat- 
ed Mining and Development 
Corp. was fiat at P15.25. AFP 


in credit markets, fell for a 
sixth straight month in Au- 
gust, pushing activity to the 
lowest point in five years. 

The National Association 
of Realtors said that sales of 
existing single-family homes 
dropped by 4.3 percent in 
‘August, compared to July 
Sales at a seasonally adjusted 
annual rate dropped to 5.5 
million units, the slowest 
pace since August 2002. 

The housing market has 
been battered by the steepest 
downturn in 16 years. Those 
problems were exacerbated 
in August by turmoil in credit 
markets, reflecting new wor- 
ries about rising defaults in 
subprime mortgages. 

‘The median price of an ex- 
isting home—the point 
where half sold for more and 
half for less—edged up 
slightly in August to 
$224,500, an increase of 0.2 
percent from August 2006. It 
marked the first year-over- 
year price increase after a 
record 12 straight months of 
declining prices. 


States, depressed by turmoil 
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ploying workers (122nd), 
paying taxes (126th) and en- 
forcing a contract (113th). 

The survey also showed 
that it takes 195 hours a year 
and 47 procedural steps to 
pay taxes here. The total tax 
rate is at a hefty 52.8 percent. 

Former Finance undersec- 
retary Noel Bonoan, now 
СОО of consultancy firm KP- 
MG Manabat Sanagustin & 
Co. said the latest report 
should be a wake-up call to 
the public and private sec- 
tors. 

He said they should start 
concentrating on making it 
easier for entrepreneurs to do 
business here in the country. 

“We know we're slipping. 
Now, we have to do some- 
thing about it. Present efforts 
still need some improve- 
ment," Bonoan said. 


Public sector posts surplus 


when foreign portfolio in- 
vestments were rising. 

‘The government spent 
P3.19 billion in the first 
half to pay for maturing lia- 
bilities of the old Central 


RP slips in . 


аоив). 

Ошу Cambodia and 
Laos—ranking 145th and 
164th, respectively—are re- 
pored to be faring worse 
than the Philippines. 

Cited as the top 10 reform- 
ers this year were Egypt, 
Coratia, Ghana, Macedonia, 
Georgia, Colombia, Saudi 
Arabia, Kenya, China and 
Bulgaria. 

The Philippines scored 
most poorly in the criterion 
on closing a business, where 
it ranked 147th. The country 
was cited as one of the least 
efficient places in the world 
to handle a bankruptcy. 

In starting a business, the 
Philippines ranks 144th, well 
in the bottom third. 

The country also lags in 
the protection of investors 
(ranked 141th), ease of em- 
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Bank, and the amount was 
part of the deficit items in 
the public sectors budget 
standing. 

A deficit of P863 million al- 
so added to the deficit items 


of the public sector's consoli- 
dated budget standing. 

The amount consisted of 
adjustments to previous 
computations on the public 
sector budget. 


ibm express 
advantage 


National Government of the Republic of the Philippines 
Condensed Consolidated Financial Statements 


ASSETS 
Current Assets 
Cash 
Receivables 
Inventories 
Prepayments 
Other Current Assets 
Investments 
Property, Plant and Equipment (net of Depreciation) 
Land and Land Improvements and Leasehold Improvements 
Buildings and Leasehold Improvements 
Office Equipment, Furniture and Fixtures 
Machineries and Equipment 
Transportation Equipment 
Other Property, Plant and Equipment and Leasehold Improvements 
Construction-in-Progress 
Other Assets 
TOTAL ASSETS 
LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 
Current Liabilities 
Payable Accounts 
Other Liability Accounts 
Long-Term Liabilities 
Domestic 
Foreign 
TOTAL LIABILITIES 
Deferred Credits 
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND DEFERRED CREDITS 
Equity 
Government Equity * 
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY 
Difference between totals and sum of components is due to rounding off. 
“See details in statement below 


Statement о! 


Government Equity, Beginning Balance 
Retained Operating Surplus 
Current Operations 
Prior Years’ and Other Adjustments 
Transfer to Registry of Public Infrastructures 
Transfer to Registry of Reforestation Projects 
Government Equity, Ending Balance 
Difference between totals and sum of components is due to rounding off. 


Statement of Income and Expenses 


December 31, 2006 
(in thousand pesos) 


1,038,939,905.24 


1,054,731,922.85 


Increase (Decrease 


(15.792,017.61) (1.50) 


192,237,482.28 
767,348,585.03 
20,040,102.49 
56,495,784.95 
2,817,950.48 
720,827 А43.65 


194,259,684 34 
786,240,774.71 
20,950,564.76 
50,531,231.96 
2,749,667.06 
699,781,572.80 


(2,022,202.07) 

(18,892,189.68) 

(910,462.27) 
5,964,552.99 
68,283.42 
21,045,870.85 


(1.04) 
(2.40) 
(4.35) 
11.80 
248 
3.01 


685,360,266.69 


713,056,264.19 


(27,695,997.49) (3.88) 


202,389,170.26 
113,452,303.65 
28,188,105.39 
38,173,058.78 
17,776,112.09 
15,054,314.36 
270,327,202.17 
85,552,979.68 


196,397,559.42 
119,430,851.84 
27,528,367.61 
36,523,777.03 
18,323,875.10 
85,145,965.51 
220,705,867.68 
16,838,600.60 


5,991,610.83 
(5,978,548.19) 
659,737.78 
1,649,281.75 
(547,763.01) 
(70,091,651.15) 
40,621,334.49 
68,714,379.08 


3.05 
(5.01) 
240 
452 
(2.99) 
(82.32) 
17.88 
408.08 


2,530,680,595.26 


239,743,980.59 


2,484,408,360.44 


„молы 


212,800,800.52 


46,272,234.82 1.86 


26,943,180.07 12.66 


199,400,172.24 
40,343,808.35 
3,887,977 ,318.58. 


179,234,362.14 
33,566,438.38 
3,885,688,655.68 


20,165,810.10 
6,777,369.97 
2,288,662.90 


11.25 
20.19 
0.06 


2,178,186,812.01 
1,709,790,506.57 
4,127,721299.17 


2,190,550,305.34 
1,695,138,350.34 
4,098 489,456.21 


(12,363,493.33) 
14,652,156.23. 
29,231,842.97 


(0.56) 
0.86 
0.71 


39,400,201.15 


50,279,714.68 


(10,879,513.53) (21.64) 


4,167,121,500.33 


4,148,769,170.88 


18,352,329.44 044 


(1,636,440,905.07) 


(1,664,360,810.45) 


27,919,905.38 (1.68) 


2,530,680,595.26 


(1,664,360,810.45) 
162,429,728.89 


overnment Equity 


2,484,408,360.44 


(1,626,178,519.71) 
100,637 463.57 


46,272,234.82 6 


Increase (Decrease) 


(38,182,290.74) 
61,792,265.31 


2.35 
61.40 


119,087,945.03 

43,341,783.85 
(133,580,177.21) 
(929,646.30) 


19,306,938.63 
81,330,524.95 

(137,612,233.23) 
(1,207,521.08) 


99,781,006.40 ? 
(37,988,741.09) 
4,032,056.02 
277,874.78 


516.81 
(46.71) 

(2.93) 
(23.01) 


(1,636,440,905.07 


1,664,360,810.45) 


27,919,905.38 1.68) 


[ж еы | [ m [| =] cu 


INCOME 
Tax Revenue 
General Income 
Permit and Licenses 
Service Income 
Business Income 
Other Income 
LESS: OPERATING EXPENSES 
Personal Services 
Maintenance and Other Operating Expenses 
Net Income (Loss) from Current Operations 
Less: Financial Expenses 
Net Income before Other Income/Expenses 
Add (Deduct) Subsidy From (To) 
National Government Agencies 
Local Government Units 
Government Owned and/or Controlled Corporation 
. NGOs/POs 
‘Add (Deduct) Net/Gain (Loss) 
Loss of Assets 
Loss on Guaranty 
Gain/Loss on Foreign Exchange (FOREX) 
Gain/Loss on Sale of Disposed Assets 
Gain/Loss on Sale of Securities 
NET INCOME (LOSS) 
Difference between total and sum of components is due to rounding off. 


7,007 ,800,132.76 


838,909,832.13 


168,890,300.63 2013 


850,306,689.19 


695,193,423.65 


155,113,265.54 22.31 


157,493,443.57 


143,716,408.48 


13,777,035.09 9.59 


7,852,967.97 
53,285,287.74 


6,733,629.63 
89,621,558.23 


7,677,106.56 
48.041,209.49' 

5,733,714.47 
82,264:377.95 


175,861.41 
5,244,078.25 


999,915.16 
7,357,180.28 


2.29 
10.92 
17.44 

894 


437,392,129.28 


391,044,143.68 


46,347,985.60 1185 


324,945,603.81 
112,446,525.47 
570,408,003.47 


298,939,482.54 


92,104,661.14 
447,865,688.45 


26,006,121.27 


20,341,864.33 
122,542,315.02 


8.70 
2209 
27.36 


322,784,463.17 
247,623,540.30 


314,776,934.61 
133,088,753.84 


8,007,528.56 
114,534,786.46 


254 
86.06 


(205,699,077.56) 


(204,503,949.62) 


(1,195,127.94) 0.58 


(8,657,387.71) 
(172,134,561.57) 
(24,702,556.12) 
(204,572.17) 
77,163,482.29 


(21,370,422.35) 
(157,467,368.21) 
(25,492,560.37) 
(173,598.70) 
90,722,134.41 


12,713,034.64 
(14,667,193.35) 
790,004.25 
(30,973.47) 
(13,558,652.12) 


(59.49) 
931 

(3.10) 
17.84 

(14.95) 


(56,815.60) 
(8,537,851.67) 
83,219,812.43 


49,243.21 
2,489,093.92 


(106,371.08) 
(14,856,856.25) 
106,590,142.90 


(39,520.14) 
(865,261.02) 


49,555.48 
6,319,004.57 
(23,370,330.47) 
88,763.36 
‚354,354 94 


(46.59) 
(42.53) 
(21.93) 


(224.60) 
(387.67) 


119,087,945.03 


19,306,938.63 


99,781,006.40 516.81 


Particulars 


Statement of Cash Flows 
2006 


Cash Flows from Operating Ас 
Cash Inflows 
Cash Outflows. 
Cash Provided by (Used in) Operating Activities 
Cash Flows from Investing Activities: 
Cash Inflows 
Cash Outtiows 
Cash Provided by (Used in) Investing Activities 
Cash Flows from Financing Activities: 
Cash Inflows 
Cash Outflows 
Cash Provided by (Used in) Financing Activities 
Total Cash Provided by (Used in) Operating, Investing and 
Financing Activities 
Add: Cash Balance, Beginning 
Cash Balance at the End 
Difference between total and sum of components is due to rounding off. 


4,720,830,240.98 
1.410.726,343.79 


1,503,986,031.06 
1,294,443,702.28 


Increase (Decrease) 
Percent 


216,844,209.93 
116,282,641.51 


1442 
8.98 


310,103,897.20 


209,542,328.77 


100,561,568.42 47.99 


457,961,013.39 
475,061,354.79 


395,065,737.38 
462,808,051.85 


62,895,276.01 
12,253,302.94 


15.92 
265 


(17,100,341.40) 


(67,742,314.48) 


50,641,973.08 (74.76) 


1,416.783,022.96 
1,682,631,494.21 


4 
B 


1,609,033,255.87 
1.687.444:463.79 


(192,250,232.91) 
(4:812.969.58) 


(11.95) 
(0.29) 


(265,848,471.24) 


(78,411,207.91) 


(187,437,263.33) 239.04 


27,155,084.55 
204,725,756.07 


63,388,806.39 
141,980,230.33 


(36,233,721.83) 
62,745,525.74 


(57.16) 
44.19 


23480052 


т 


205,369,036.72 


€— 


26,511,803.91 12.91 


Notes: 


‘Other Assets ballooned into five times bigger than the 2005 level brought about by the reclassification of non-performing assets valued at P68.98 bilion from “Other PPE" to " Other Assets" in conformity with NGAs policy. 
Includes total increase in revenues of P168.89 bilion loss overall increase in operating and financial expenses of P54.36 bihon and net balance of subsidies and lossigains of P14.75 bilion. 
The account Loss on Guaranty as reported by DOF-BTr is used for the servicing of the loan of MRT 1 wherein DOTC is the implementing agency and for the payment of foreign exchange risk cover claims for NG 


‘guaranteed obligations. 


Includes proceeds from Domestic and Foreign Loans reported by DOF-BTr and DFA in the amount of 2 1,413.37 bition and Р 0.60 bilion, respectively. The proceeds are net of discount, other financial charges and 
documentary stamps but inclusive of premium on bonds, accrued interest and withholding tax on discounts. Foreign loan of DFA was for the acquisition of property at Suffolk SL, London. 

Includes payment of Domestic and Foreign Loans reported by DOF-BTr and DFA in the amount of P 1,681.37 bilion and P0.39 bilion, respectively. The amount comprises loan repayments and redemptions, payment 
of interest net of withholding tax, commitment charges, other financial charges, servicing of relent and guaranteed loans, debt service subsidy to defunct andor fully disposed GOCCs and loss on guaranty. 

Excludes P 643.28 milion cash balance per 2005 Balance Sheet of the National Labor Relations Commission (NLRC) which failed to submit йз Consolidated Statement of Cash Нов. 

The difference of Р 39.84 bilion in the yearend cash balance between the Balance Sheet of P192.24 bilion and the Statement of Cash Flows of P231.88 bilion represents Sinking Fund-Cash presented in the Balance 
‘Sheet of DOF-BTr under Investment-Sinking Fund following the NGAS Chart of Accounts. 
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FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS 
FISCAL YEAR 2006 


BALANCE SHEET 


The Consolidated Balance Sheet as of December 31, 2006 of Local Governments (77 provinces, 115 cities and 1,453 municipalities), excluding barangays, showed assets of 427.53 billion, liabilities of 88.57 bilion, 
deferred credits of P28.78 bition and equity of P310.19 bilion. Financial statements of the provinces of Bohol and Agusan del Norte, cities of Cebu and Tacloban and 48 municipalities were not included for failure to submit 
the statements as of cut-off date, The highlights of the Local Government Units financial condition are shown below. 


1. ASSETS - 427.53 billion 


Compared to last year's level of R389.98 billion, total assets of P427.53 bilion at yearend registered 
an increase of P37.55 billon or 9.63 percent of which P20.11 billon was on Property, Plant and 
Equipment. Current Assets aggregated Р132.96 bilion or 31.10 percent of the total assets. 


Top Ten Provinces, Citios and Municipalities Based on Current Assets 
(п millon pesos) 


2. LIABILITIES AND DEFERRED CREDITS - P117.35 billion 


Total ibis at yearend hit the P88.57 bilion level, showing a growth of Р5.71 billon of 6.89 percent over 
last year's P82.86 bilion. Deferred Credits of P28.78 bilion recorded an increase of P7.07 bilion or 32.55 
percent over the 2005 level of R21.71 bilion. It consists of Deferred Real Property Tax and Special Education 
Tax Income — R24.68 bilion and Other Deferted Credits — P4.1 billon. The LGUs with the highest amount of 
‘otal lables are isted below. 


Top Ten Provinces, Cities and Municipalities based on Total Liabilities 
(in milion pesos) 


Province Amount City Amount. "Municipality 


| Amount Munici 


Cebu 1,541.87 [Quezon 11,382.42 | Bifian, Laguna 
Zamboanga del Norte | 1,043.74 |Manila 5,326.87 | Sto. Tomas, Batangas 
Batangas 940.85 | Makati 5,183.03 | San Juan, Metro Manila. 
Isabela 893.20 [Batangas 4,730.60 | Mariveles, Bataan 
Negros Occidental 867.00 [Pasig 2,551.80 | Pagbilao, Quezon 
Laguna 848.58 дап 2,205.50 | Cainta, Rizal 

Holo 834,68 |Zamboanga 1,932.64 | Dasmariñas Cavite 
‘Quezon 788.36 |Caloocan 1,821.64 | Navotas, Metro Manila 
Negros Oriental 769.89 [Olongapo 1,511.50 | Mauban, Quezon 
Bukidnon 758.82 | Taguig 1,477.76 | Nasugbu, Batangas 


Mania 
Makati 
Quezon 


4,647.95 
4,278.81 
2443.67 
Caloocan 2,174.64 
Parafiaque 149041 
Pasay 145172 
Mandaluyong | 1,086.20 
Puerto Princesa | 1,067.87 
Cagayan de Oro | 1,020.97 
Davao 855.58 


‘San Juan, Metro Мала 
Rodriguez, Rizal 


Cash accounts of 79,34 bilion constitute 59,68 percent of the total Current Assets broken 
down as follows: Cash in Bank – 75.05 bilion and Cash on Hand — P4.29 bilion. The provinces, сйез 
апа municipalities with the highest amount of Cash in Bank are included in the folowing table: 


LGUs with Substantial Amount of Cash in Bank 
(п milion pesos) 


3. EQUITY -P310.19 billion. 


From the balance of P285.41 bilion in 2005, Equity grew by 24.78 bilion or 8.68 percent this year. 
The increase was brought by the net income realized during the year amounting to P40.77 bilion and ап 
adjustment of 0.74 bilion made in the beginning balance of the account. However, it was partly reduced by 
adjustment of prior year's transactions of 0.58 bilion and transfer of Public Infrastructure and Reforestation 
Projects of P16.17 billon to their respective registries. 


Top Ten Provinces, Cities and Municipalities based on Total Equity 
(i millon pesos) 


Province Amount Amount Municipality 


Province Amount City ‘Amount Municipality 


Cebu 101574 
Zamboanga del Norte | 823.58 
Batangas 79857 
‘Quezon 74444 
Isabela 708.54 
Negros Oriental 626.17 
Laguna 55843 
Negros Occidental 549.92 
Pangasinan 514.42 |General Santos 
Rizal 51145 [Lapu-Lapu 


6,276.30 | San Juan, Metro Manila 
3,309.38 | Sto. Tomas, Batangas 
3,283.71 | Biñan, Laguna 
2,198.95 | Dasmariñas, Cavite 
1,763.23 | Pagbilao, Quezon 
1213115 | Valencia, Negros Oriental 

801.80 | Navotas, Metro Manila 

745.55 | Bacoor, Cavite 

741.95 | Cainta, Rizal 

681.12 | Rosario, Cavite 


Cebu 10,807.70 | Quezon 19,367.44 | San Juan, Metro Manil 
Rizal 2,998.62 | Makati 19,190.23 | Сама, Rizal 
‘Bulacan 2,705.87 | Mania. 10,656.95 | Biñan, Laguna 
Laguna 264533 9,141.66 | Cabuyao, Laguna 
Negros Occidental 2,358.12 4,084.50 | Dasmariñas, Cavite 
Cavite 234875 3.59346 | Sto. Tomas, Batangas 
Tariac 228925 3,397.03 | Navotas, Metro Mania 
locos Sur. 2,4420 3,004.30 | Bacoor, Cavite 
Batangas 187567 2,814.82 | Rosario, Cavite 


Negros Oriental 1,803.96 2,765.45 | Limay, Bataan 


STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENSES 


For fiscal year 2006, the taxing and other reverue-raising powers vested to tha LGUs under Republic Act No. 7160 resulted to а total income of P218.30 bilion. To ensure and support, among other 
things the preservation and enrichment of culture, promote health and safety, enhance the right of the people to a balanced ecology, encourage and support the development of appropriate and self-reliant, 


scientific and technological capabilities, improve public morals, enhance economic prosperity and social justice, promote full employment among their residents, maintain peace and order, and preserve the. 
comfort and convenience of their inhabitants, total expenses reached of 177.53 billion leaving a net income of P40.77 bilion. The results of operations of the Local Government Units are highlighted below. 


1. INCOME — 221830 billion 


Pursuant to the basic policy of local autonomy that LGUs can exercise the power to create 
their own sources of revenue and to levy taxes, fees or charges which shall accrue exclusively to 
their treasury, LGUs generated a total income of Р218.30 billion. The total income is higher by 
P22.68 bilion or 11.59 percent from last year's level of P195.62 billion. Shown below is the list of 
LGUs by unit which generated the highest and lowest gross income for the year. 


LGUs with Highest and Lowest Gross Income 
(inition pesos) 


Of the total income, 67.29 percent or Р137.67 billion represents Intemel Revenue Allotment 
(IRA). The ten LGUs which received the highest and lowest share of IRA from the National 
Government for the current year is shown below: 


LGUs with the Highest and Lowest Share from Internal Revenue Allotment 


ey | Amount T Municipality 


(п milon pesos) 
[йош T oy Wancpaity J елат 


post 


829878 
T6181 
789114 
363882 
299042 
247323 
185109 
178399 
163220 
152997 


San Juan, Metro Mania 
Bilan, Laguna 

Сапа, Rizal 
Dasmariñas, Cavite 
Cabuyao, Laguna 

Gen. Trias, Cavte 
Bacoor, Cavie 
Navotas, Metro Manilas 
Imus, Cavite 
Marivelos, Bataan 


[ Amount T 
host 

181575] Dasmariñas, Cavite 22336 
162680| Bacoor, Cavite 19106 
1.28438 | Sablayan Occidental Mindoro | 15394 
101126] San Pedro, Laguna 1742 
Cainta, Rizal 14665 
Navotas, Metro Manila 14541 
lagan, isabela 13071 
Imus, Cavite 13482 
Tayay, Rizal 13328 
Binangonan, Rizal 12539 


Lowest 


15122] San Femando, Romblon 
176.07 | Uyugan, Batanes 
18728 | ivana, Batanes 
Lumbaca-Unayan, Lanao 
de Sur 
Sabtang, Batanes 
Burgos, Surigao del Norte 
Hadj Pangima Темі, Sulu 
San Sebastian, Samar 
Рада Maguindanao 
Gulnsliban, Camiguin 


Trana, Balans HEJ 
Uyugan, Batanes 1218 
Mahatao, Batanes | м 
Sabtang. Batanes 1346 
Burgos, Surigao del Моле 1340 
Nagbukel, Ilocos Sur 1344 
авва, locos Sur 1355 
Lumbaca-Unayan, 

Lanao del Sur 1362 
Peñarrubia, Abra. 1375 
‘San tidefonso, locos Sur 1379 


2. EXPENSES - P177.53 billion 


Total expenses incurred by LGUs in fiscal year 2006 totaled P177.53 billion, posting an 
increase of P18.47 billion or 11.62 percent from P159.05 billion in 2005. List of ten highest and 
lowest spenders for the year is shown below: 


Highest and Lowest Spondors. 


3. NET INCOME - P40.77 billion 


For fiscal year 2006, the financial performance of LGUs resulted to a net income of P40.77 
bilion, higher by P4.19 billion or 11.46 percent compared to last year's net income of P38.58 bilion. 
List of ten LGUs which realized the highest net income for the year is shown below: 

LGUs with the Highest and Lowest Net Income 
{in miton pesos) 


Provinces — [ Amount | 


ату — — I Amount 


Bulacan EZA 
Cobu 134.12 
Negros Occidental | 133971 
Cavite 116890 
Batangas 112173 
Laguna 4099.06 
Bukidnon 107343 
Pangasinan 1048.10 
Quezon. 974.60. 
Holo 936.13 


Bian, Laguna 28200 
Dasmariñas, Cavite 
‘San Juan, Моко Manila 
Mariveles, Bataan 

Sto. Tomas, Batangas 
Cainta, Rizal 

Cabuyao, Laguna. 

Sen Pedro, Laguna. 
Navotas, Metro Manila 
Отау, Bataan 


'Siqujor 13380 
Camiguin 190.60 
Batanes 144.82 
Вап 16255 
Guimaras 200.19 
Mountain Province | 21083 
Marinduque 2725 
Romblon 23922 
писао 247.99 
Kalinga 26743 
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Bus! 
BIR nixes reprieve for tax delinquents 


By Michelle V. Remo 1 1 f li fee of 5 percent of net worth or 
Y No to installment payments for amnesty applicants | aces: 
THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL * Corporations with sub- 
Revenue said it would not ac- Ina statement, the BIR said the BIR officials have been con- Revenue Commissioner Lilian include previously unregistered scribed capital of more than 
cept installment payment of agency had to reject the requests ducting roadshows in the Hefti and Deputy Commission- income earners. P50 million, 5 percent. of net 
amnesty fees from tax delin- asthe Tax Amnesty Law does not provinces to inform the public erNelsonM.Aspeleadtheteam Тһе Tax Amnesty law grants worth or 500,000, whichever is 

quents. allow such an arrangement. ofthe Tax Amnesty Law’s mer- conducting the roadshows. qualified taxpayers immunity higher; 

The agency made the clarifica- “Tax amnesty is a special tax its, and to invite tax delinquents The government aims to gen- from any lawsuit involving defi- * Those with subscribed 
tion after having been flooded by enhancement program distin- to соте out in the open and’ erate substantial revenue from cient tax payments in previous capital of above P20 million to 
requests for payment of amnesty guished from the ordinary start with a clean slate by pay- the collection of amnestyfees. years up to 2005. P50 million, 5 percent of net 
fees on installment basis duringa course of tax administration, ingan amnesty fee. Officials said the law was also Amnesty applicants are re- worth or P250,000, whichever 
nationwide road show on the Tax hence, installments are not al- Вер. Danilo E. Suarez, author aimed at-helping the BIR up- quired to submit their state- is higher; 

Amnesty Law. lowed,” the BIR said. of the tax amnesty measure, date its taxpayers database to ments of assets, liabilities and Corporations with sub- 
net worth (SALN) as of Dec. 31, scribed capital of between PS 
2005, which will be the basis for million and P20 million, 5 per- 
computing the amnesty fee. cent of net worth or P100,000, 
The following is the schedule whichever is higher, and 
aA of the tax amnesty rate: e Those with subscribed 
В ee * Individuals, cooperatives, capital of below PS million, 5 
foundations and other juridical percent of net worth or 
Delighting You Always entities are imposed an amnesty P25,000, whichever is higher. 


PNOC unit, Royal Green 
enter into jatropha deal 


5 By Abigail L. Ho such off-take agreements will 
Simpl help encourage — jatropha 
imple. PNOC ALTERNATIVE FU- biodiesel production, ensure 
You evolve. els Corp., а subsidiary of Philip- market demand and promote 
л pine National Oil Co., has inked the development and use of al- 

an agreement with Royal Green ternative fuels. 
Energy Development Inc. for Royal Green is a local firm 
the purchase of jatropha crude engaged in the application of 
ой to be produced from the lat- technology to propagate high 
ter’sjatropha plantation. yielding jatropha special vari 
Under the deal, PNOC-AFC eties to supply seedling re 

will buy jatropha crude oil from quirements. 

Royal Green at a discounted — "PNOC-AFC and Royal Green 
price, either for its own use or are vital partners in the jat 
for sale to other parties торһа project,” PNOC-AFC 
The pricing will be covered president and chief executive 
by a separate agreement be- Peter Anthony Abaya said 
How сап 1 z tween the two parties. “Royal Green has significant re 
PNOC-AFC will also provide search and technological know 
work smarter technical support to Royal how crucial to PNOC-AFC's de 
my documents, Green, “when applicable and sire and mandate to bring the 


il i " " necessary." country towards energy inde. 
while saving time According to PNOC-AFC, pendence." 
and money? 


RP savers' risk appetites 
on the rise, says HSBC 


How evolved is your business? Can By Doris C. Dumlao to change," said Nicholas Win- 

you save and later find your important sor, head of personal services 
Vibrio in en dent? Gaya quid. FILIPINOS ARE GAINING МОВЕ for Asia-Pacific at HSBC 

> appetite for higher yielding ‘Certainly, if you look at well 
combine information from different sources: vestments instead of locking in developed markets like the UK 
into a good-fooking printed report? all of their wealth in physical as- and US, people nowadays hold 
sets and traditional savings ac- less proportion of wealth in 
counts, Brish banking giant HS- physical assets, and are now 
іа yesterday utting more in mutual funds 

AGUAS ата ee) Beers eras appetite de vene headed 
Let us show you how easy it can be to capture, manage, print and share your important hasallowedthebanktogrowits Не said that in Asia, where 
information in an instant. With one single platform, you can create simple and efficent wealth management business savings rates are high, the po- 


А in the Philippines by а com- tential for wealth management 
worldiows that let you work quicker and more efficiently with both paper and electronic pounded rate of 25-26 percent to grow is much larger, al 


information. You don't just save time - you save money аз well. Over the last two years. though the culture remains rel 
“I think risk appetites are atively more conservative com: 
changing and they will continue pared to that of the West. 


If you can't, perhaps it's time for your business to evolve. 


In fact, you'll find that Canon can help you organise your Personal Workspace and enhance 
your office's productivity. For more information and to register for our upcoming workshop 


on Personal Workspace, log on to www.businesscanbesimple.biz ? 
COA releases gov't, 
Dusit Hotel Nikko, Grand Ballroom B, 1 i 
round Foo Aris Cano MS Makan Ch Phlppnes LGUs financial reports 
4 October 2007, Thursday TO PROMOTE TRANSPARENCY National Capital Region, 
3pm - 6pm and accountability, the Commis- Cordillera Autonomous Region, 


sion on Audithas released the й. Regions 1-13 and the Au 
nancial report of the national tonomous Region of Muslim 


government and local govern- Mindanao. 
ment units nationwide. ‘These reports were generat 

Business simple ‘The reports on Pages Вб and ей using the New Government 

Canon Markatng Praes) ine Ground For Mann Рага Bag, 2153 Don Chino Roces Ave, Мака Сту Phåppines B7 of this section form part of Accounting System  (NGAS) 


"tet (02) 884-0000 (2) 884-8010 Рак (02) 812-0045 the report on the provinces, which COA developed to ensure 
cities and municipalities of the timely and accurate reports. 


DONATE and UPGRADE 
your PC TODAY! 


SM Mall of Asia, next to the 

VMall Greenhills, Groundfloor Skating Rink 
Sept. 24 to 30, 2007 Sept. 27 to Oct. 3, 2007 LE 
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KITCHEN RESCUE 
Reggie Aspiras 


Diamond Peel 
+ Full Facial 


Sclerotherapy 
For Spider Veins 


RICK OR TREAT? IT IS 

almost that time of year and, 

for the first time ever in the 
Philippines, we can celebrate it 
with real pumpkins! 

Isaw Rex Puentespina’s Halloween dis- 
play at the Manila Seedling Bank recently 
and it is a dream come true for all who 
take Jack-o-Lantern seriously. 

Desperate to make real pumpkin soup 


IV Glutathione 
gy 

| M Toe 

ODIVA 


ALABANG Tel. 842-8494  796-7979/ 09: 


«1» 
«xig 


«Е 
Inssto 0522 -sacana 
BINONDO Tel. 244 - 8714, 244-6888 / 0906. 


Shim STatiom ! SM FAIRVIEW Tel. 939 - 1105 / 0906 - 4765304 


GF, waters 


2207 (Globe) and 386 (Smart) or email us at ifestyle@inquirer.com.ph 


(Chen, 


Flavored Rice and Steaks 


Galore and More!!! | 

The sequel to last month's blockbuster faro, flavored rice and steaks 

galore classes wil once again combine rice wih endless combination 

Stnon preservative home processed meal dishes and fabulous selection 

of зев and roast recipes to creata blissful culinary ехрепепсе. Ones 

ou try some of our recipes, youll want to have them everyday. Sign 
Le, їр for your choice of clas пом 

| Flavored Rice & Home Processed Meat Toppings: Oct. 6 (Sat) 

Y е Sam -1 pm. Garic Rice, Pineapple Rice, Adobo Rice, Saffron Rice, 

Home Processed Non-preservaiive Meat Toppings “Tapa, Tocino, 

Longganisa & Onsoy Comed Beel. includes ideas for presentation | 

&busness ventures P 1,000. 

Steaks and Roast Galore: Oct. 6 (Sat) 2 - 6p. m. Beef Tournados 
with Mustard Sauce, Minute Steak in Pepper Sauce, Pan Roasted Rosemary Chicken with Bash Mashed 
Potatoes Pan Alus. Roasted Pork with Apple Sauce & Rice Pilaf, Blackened Fish with Succotash à 
Cajon Butter 8 Osso Buco Steak with lecture and preparation of basic steak, sauces, marinades & 
techniques of ling. 1,500. 

Brownies & Ples: Oct. 13 (Set) 2-8 p.m, Brownie Cheesecakes, Date Nuts, Rocky Road, Black Forest, | 
French Apple Pie, Lemon Pie & Walnut Pie. P300. 
Classic Pasta Class: Oct. 20 (Sat) 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Lasagna, Carbonara, Chicken Conelloni, Raviolli 
with 3 kinds of їшїп, доо Ollo. P1,000. 

day Baking w/ Maya Mixes: Oct. 20 (Sal) 2 - 6 p.m. Carrol Cake Bars, 
Rhum Cake & Chocolate Custard Cake. Includes lecture on sales 


ашанлЁЎ ARTS CENTER 


utterscotch Cookies, 
гой! analysis. P600. 
Japanese Home Cooking: Oct. 27 (5а) 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Kani Salad, Japanese Ситу, Tonkalsu, Tempura, 
Japanese Spaghetti Japanese Hamburger & Sushi. Free Cookbook. P1,000. 
Coffee 101 (Barista Glass): Oct. 27 (Sat) 2 -6 p.m. Coverage: Coffee History, Coffee Process, Trouble 
Shooting, Machine know-how. proper grinding. Techniques to perfect froth. Actual preparation of popular 
Traditional Hot Coffee: Espresso, Cappuccino; Cold Coffee Concoctions Spins. ete. P1,500. 
CERTIFICATE COURSES (Limited enrollment, pre-registration required) 

Basic Culinary: Oct. 2-5/16-19 Nov. 6-8 (T-F) 9 am. - 2 p.m. Proper hygiene, sanitation & safety; 
nuintion & nutritonal cooking: proper mis-en-place of mirepoix, stocks, soups, sauces, marinades, use 
‘of herbs & spices combinations, proper purchasing, storage, techniques of disjointing & boning poultry, 
filleting fish & meat fabrication. With actual preparation of dishes from appetizer, salad, eggs, pasta, 
seafoods, poulty & meats, dessert including gamishing for plate presentation. Free cookbook. P6,000: 
Eundamé т? ion: Oct. 9-1223-26 Nov. 13-16 (Т-Р} 9 am. - 1 p.m. Basic & 
Commercial baking techniques applicable to the use of various ready mixes, yeast breads, quick breads, 
pies, cookies & cakes includes theory practice for Commercial Scale Productions with 
Free Baking Cookbook. P5,000 

Catering Seminar: Oct 24, 25 & 26 (W-F) 3-6 pm. Legal & technical aspect to get started in Catering 
Business, Facilies, personnel, menu including portioning & quantification. Special Feature: Low-Cost 
‘Meals for Catering with Free Catering cookbook. P3,000. 

For inquiries, visit the Maya Kitchen (Tuesdays thru Saturdays) at 8th floor, Liberty 
Building, A. Arnaiz Ave. (Pasay Road), Makati City or call tel. 892-1185 or 892-5011 
loc. 108; or e-ma mkitchenQultimate.info.com.ph 


3456111 
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or pumpkin pie? Then bring ош all those 


recipes and substitute no more. Pumpkins 
are now readily available. Call 9299306. 


Flavorful ribs 

Please share the secret to tender and 
flavorful baby back ribs. Last week, 1 
prepared two slabs of baby back ribs by 
pressure cooking the meat in a mixture 
of herbs, spices, garlic and onion with 
water. 

The result was really tender ribs, al- 
most falling off the bone pa. So, for my 
daughter's birthday party, I prepared 
12 slabs of ribs, pressure-cooking four 
ribs at a time. According to the maid, 
malambot na before she took it out of 
the pressure cooker to refrigerate. 

Yesterday afternoon, we took the ribs 
out of the ref and, since we don't havea 
charcoal grill, we sort of pan-fried 
them in а cast-iron pan while brushing 
them with the remaining sauce from 
the pressure cooker and some honey- 
garlic barbecue sauce. 

То my surprise, the ribs did not have 
any flavor from the barbecue sauce we 
brushed on it. And, to make matters 
worse, some parts of the ribs were 
tough pa. I was so embarrassed. What 
did Ido wrong? 


түс 


Dear ТҮС, to make perfect ribs please 
omit the maid from the recipe! . .. Joke! 

This is what you must do. If you decide 
to boil your ribs with a mix of herbs and 
spices, I see nothing wrong with that. But 
you must make sure that your spice mix is 
Commensurate to the amount of water 
you will use to boil the ribs. Baka naman it 
‘was too diluted, thus the lack in flavor. 

Boiling is the fastest, most economical 
way to prepare ribs but remember that if 
you are not immediately serving your 
ribs, meaning you are not grilling and 
basting with sauce right away, do not re- 
move ribs from the boiling liquid. 

If you must prepare days ahead, then I 
suggest that ribs be re-boiled in water un- 
til tender with half the spice mixture that 
the recipe calls for (easy on the salt 
though). 

Then leave ribs in boiling liquid until 
ready to grill and baste with sauce. Re- 
member, once the meat is chilled or 
frozen, it dries out and sometimes be- 


i 1 
h again. \ 
“Another good way of preparing ribs is LUMPS 8: BUMPS WITH 


D letely submerging it in the barbe- q T T 
Фе sauce. Add about one cup of water to Yo HE SEOL REDUCTION 
thin it out. Ми [SYSTEM] 


Pour sauce over ribs and bake covered 
until tender at 350°Е Finish cooking ribs 
on charcoal grill, basting with sauce every 
five minutes 

If grilling over coal, adjust its distance 
from the meat. Having coals too close will 
cause ribs to burn due to the high sugar 
content of the barbecue sauce. 

Finishing can also be done in the oven. 
Place ribs on rack, basting at five-minute 
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MOBLE 091-SLIMMERS 
NUMBER: (75466377) 


www simmersworld.com.ph inaujredsimmersworid com ph 


ADDLIFE CoQ10 ang пад В 
pa sa 60% ang nababawas Sd 


Available w leading drugst 


SLIMMERS SAW O RED 
BUY 1 MONTH 
GET 1 MONTH 
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seafood like crab in spicy hot Szechuan 

sauce or lobsters in green curry paste or 
prawns richly sautéed in olive oil and garlic 
or even baked oysters topped with spinach 
cream and you are near Eastwood City, 
then visit the newest branch of Black- 
beard's Seafood Island. 

Only three months old, the Eastwood 
City branch in Libis, Quezon City, is fast be- 
coming a byword among people who like 
only the freshest catch of the day. 

Seafood Island has also become a fa- 
vorite of families, barkada, and people 
working in call centers and offices in the 
area. 

‘The restaurant is part of the Red Crab 
chain that includes Crustasia, Heaven 'N 
Eggs, Clawdaddy, and Paloma—all owned 
by entrepreneur Raymond Magdaluyo. 

The success of Seafood Island at Market! 
Market! in Fort Bonifacio and at Araneta 
Center in Cubao encouraged the owner to 
open the outlet in Libis. 

“We're one of the newest players in East- 
wood but we're already getting good feed- 
back from our guests,” says restaurant 
manager Martin Estrella. “They tell us, ‘We 
love your food but you ruined our diet." 


IE YOU HAVE A CRAVING FOR 


Feast platter 

One of the restaurants most talked- 
about offerings is the Boodle Feast, a com- 
bo platter that will not burn a hole in any- 
one's pocket but is apt to ruin anyone's di- 
et. 

"People can't get enough of it because it’s 
packed with their favorite seafood, meat 
and vegetable dishes served altogether" 
says Boyet Mariñas, operations director. 

The platter—an oversized, sturdy wood- 
en tray covered with banana leaves—has 
enough for three to six persons and can cost 
anywhere between P400 and P700. 


CRAB Maritess 


SAN MIGUEL PURE FOODS CULINARY 
Center chefs developed these filling 
dishes that are easy to prepare. 

For more recipes, visit www.my- 
greatfood.com. 


Beefand Shrimp Jambalaya Rice 
V с Magnolia Gold Butter 
Yaconion, chopped 
1 tbsp garlic, finely chopped 
Ус celery, chopped 
% с green bell pepper, chopped 
1 pe beef cube, dissolved in 
3cwater 
1 c uncooked jasmine rice 
% К Monterey Sirloin, cubed 
2 pc Monterey Meatshop Spicy Hun- 

garian, cooked and cut diagonally 
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PINOY Nachos, 
fried Chinese lumpia 
wrappers topped 
with garlic, onions, 
cream, adobo flakes 
andfresh mango 
chunks 


The menu 
hasa 
strong 
Pinoy 
flavor 
with Asian 
influences 


FRIED Ice Cream with chocolate syrup 


“It’s served in a huge dish because it's 
meant for sharing. There are no plates. You 
can actually eat right there, kamayan-style 
if you wish," Mariñas adds. 

Popular Boodle Feast choices include 
Dapitan’s Pride, a combination of crispy co- 
co gin shrimps, San Mig clams (cooked in 
San Mig Lite), grilled tilapia, grilled squid, 
laing, steamed crabs, grilled liempo, kalkag 
rice (hibi-flavored rice) and atchara pa- 
paya. 

Magellan’s Landing consists of danggit 
chips with pineapple salsa, kinilaw na 
tanigue, grilled tilapia, grilled squid and 
grilled shrimps, steamed crab, chicken 
inasal, grilled vegetables and bagoong rice. 

Boracay's Feast is a mix of San Mig clams, 
grilled liempo, chicken adobo sa gata, 
grilled squid, grilled tilapia, grilled vegeta- 
bles, bagoong rice and achara papaya. 

Another must-try is Kevin's Boodle: Kal- 
kag rice and kasag (alimasag), ensaladang 
mangga, vegetable kare-kare, inasal na 
manok, pancit espesyal and grilled tilapia. 

Crab lovers can opt for the All-Crab Boo- 
dle: crabs cooked in olive oil, white wine 
and chili (Crab Maritess) with crab fried 


а ааыа 


rice and shrimp fried rice. 

Most of the seafood comes from General 
Santos City, Aldan, Пойо and Pangasinan. 
Sometimes, if crabs are scarce, they get 
shipments from Pakistan. 

Оп weekdays, Seafood Island serves 20- 
30 crabs a day. On weekends, 50 or more. 


Asian flavors 

Seafood Island has a strong Pinoy flavor 
with Asian influences. The menu features 
dishes cooked in red and green curry sauce, 
coconut milk with chilies and lemongrass. 

Since seafood is its specialty, naturally 
Seafood Island has fish. The catch of the 
day can be grilled, steamed, pan-fried, mar- 
inated or roasted. Favorite fish selections 
are black marlin, tuna belly, salmon belly 
and bangus belly. 

Prawns and lobsters are prepared in vari- 
ous ways: simmered in island green curry 
sauce, Malaysian red curry-style, sautéed in 
olive oil and garlic, cooked in Szechuan 
sauce or grilled Hawaiian-style. 

The quintessential sinigang remains a fa- 
vorite. In fact, "you can mix and match the. 
ingredients you want to put in your soup 
and pick your own pampaasim (sour ingre- 
dient),” Mariñas says. 

You can have Sinigang sa Miso, Sinigang 
sa Bayabas, Sinigang sa Sampaloc or Sini- 
gang sa Kalamansi using ulo ng salmon, 
bangus belly, tilapia or mixed seafood or 
white shrimps, or ulo ng maya maya. 

Sinigang sa Miso with mixed seafood is 
the top favorite. 

You can cap your meal with either fresh 
fruit platter or green-tea pannacotta. The 
fried ice cream, ice cream wrapped in 
frozen tasty bread then deep-fried and driz- 
zled with chocolate syrup, however, may be 
your best choice. 

Magdaluyo is a staunch believer in “en- 


Something old, something new 


1tsp paprika 


1pconion, quartered 


cook for another two minutes. 


Va tsp cayenne pepper 

Y. tsp dried thyme 

1 pe bay leaf 

Ya k shrimp, peeled and deveined 

JA tsp hot sauce 

In a casserole, melt butter Add 
onion, garlic, celery and green bell pep- 
per. Sauté until fragrant. Add remain- 
ing ingredients except shrimp and hot 
sauce. Bring to a boil and simmer. Cov- 
er until rice is cooked. Add shrimps. 
Continue cooking until shrimps tum 
pink. Add hot sauce and serve. 

Serves eight. 


Inihaw na Paksiw na Pata 
1 kMonterey Pork Pata slices 


1 thsp whole peppercorns 

6cwater 

1 tbsp salt 

1 c Purefoods Supremo Cane Vinegar 

2cbanana heart, sliced in quarters 

For dipping sauce: 

1 pesiling labuyo 

2 tbsp rock salt 

2 tbsp broth of the paksiw 

Grill pata slices over charcoal until 
skin is charred. Transfer to a thick 
casserole then add onion, peppercorns, 
water and salt. Let boil then lower 
heat. Let simmer, covered, until pork is 
fork tender. Pour in the vinegar then let 
boil over high heat for five minutes. Do 
not stir. Add in the banana heart and 


For dipping sauce, crush siling 
labuyo in rock salt. Add broth and dis- 
solve the salt. Serve with steaming 
hot paksiw. 

Serves five. 


Ham and Pork Ball Soup 

Ya k Monterey Ground Pork 

150 g Purefoods Cooked Ham, 
chopped 

2 tbsp spring onions, chopped 

% c Purefoods Baron All-Purpose 
Flour 

salt and pepper to taste 

2 tbsp Magnolia Nutri-oil 

Y conion, chopped. 

2 tbsp garlic, chopped 
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lightened hospitality" and his restaurant 
employees live by it. Whatever the cus- 
tomers want, they get, says Marifias, “as 
longas we can give it. He wants us to be on 
the side of the customers all the time.” 

In this restaurant as well, no man is an is- 
land. 


k 
E 


RESTAURANT manager M. 
operations director Boyet Mariñas 


‘THE INTERIOR is designed for family and 
group dining. 


JA ccarrots, diced 

% c celery, diced 

Y4 csnow peas, cut into 2 pc 

2 pc chicken cube, dissolved in 

4cwater 

2 tbsp cornstarch, dissolved in 

4 tbsp water 

salt and pepper to taste 

In a bowl, combine ground pork, 
ham, spring onion, flour, salt and pep- 
per. Form into a ball. Set aside. 

Tn a saucepan, heat oil. Add onion, 
garlic, carrots, celery and snow peas. 
Cook until vegetables are tender. Add 
chicken broth. Bring to a boil and sim- 
mer. Thicken with cornstarch mix- 
ture. Season to taste and serve. 

Serves 6-8. 
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LIFESTYLE 
Fabulous chicken recipes 


STUDENTS of n2skils-- Arlene Mendoza, Dolores Cater, Erlinda Garcia, Larissa Mae Sarangaya, Ryan Pillerva, Jesus 
Soria, Vic Diaz, and Judy Lawrence—show off their cold garde manger. 


10-day cooking course 


N2SKILLS CULINARY 
[= the latest addi- 
tion to culinary schools 
in Metro Manila, gives stu- 
dents 10 days of hands-on 
training. 
The 10-day course includes Art 
of Cold Garde Manger, Butchery, 


Basic Fondue & Sauces, Different 
Cooking Methods, Japanese Cui- 
sine, Chinese Cuisine, Spanish 
Cuisine, Italian Cuisine, Fusion 
and latest trends. 

The workshop is facilitated by 
chef Boy Logro and his son 
Richard. Logro is the Philippines’ 
first and only Pinoy executive 


chef in a five-star hotel. After 10 
days, students have the option to 
join the training center's on-the- 
job training (OJT) program to 
prepare them further for culinary 
careers here or abroad. In2Skills 
is at Greenworld Plaza, President 
Avenue, Paraiiaque. Call 820- 
2554 or 0919-8630755. 


THE REGGIE ASPIRAS SCHOOL OF CULI- 
nary arts offers the following classes 

Sept. 28— Chicken was Never this Fabu- 
lous (all new): Chicken with Orange Toma- 
to Sauce and Wild Rice, Balsamic Roast 
Chicken with Horseradish Cream Gravy, 
Boursin Roast Chicken Stuffed with Sticky 
Rice with Sweet Chili Glaze, Browned 
Hainanese Chicken with Soy Rice and 
Condiments, The Ultimate Indian Butter 


garlic and herb; Chocolate 

Oct. 3—Fancy Sinigang: Sea Bass Sigang 
with Mixed Citrus, Patang Sigang sa 
Bayabas, Angus Belly Sigang sa Sampalok, 
and Pork Sparerib Sinigang with Taro; side 
dishes, relishes and condiments, Call 
9289296, 9273008 or 7221691. 


Food gifts for special occasions 
Maya Kitchen offers a festive collection of 


Chicken with Condiments 

Sept. 29—Pasta 101 Buffet (all new and 
improved recipes, special class): Car- 
bonara, Vongole, Marinara, Bolognese, Pri- 
mavera, Putanesca, Salmon and Caviar, 
Arrabiata, Pesto, Neopolitan, Alfredo with 
Mixed Mushrooms and Four Cheeses, Al 
Amatriciana, Authentic Lasagna al Forno 

Oct. 1—All About Choux Dough (all 
new): Savory—Mushroom, paté with 
berry-tossed greens, shrimp, cream, 
chicken and blue cheese; Sweet—eclair, 
profiteroles; 3 Kinds of Dough—classic, 


ideas and instructions, as well as easy-to- 
follow recipes, for making food gifts with 
Edible Food Gifts Sept. 29, 2-6 p.m. 

Basic Cake Design will be offered Sept. 
27-28, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 

A ` bartending 
dass will be held 
Sept. 29, 2-6p.m. 

Call Maya Kitchen 
аг 8921185 ог 
8925011 local 108; 
e-mail mkitchenQul- 
timate.info.com ph. 


BE A CHEF 


Now Open On Sundays; 


* All Branches Starting October 7, 2007 


тозны суз ы 
Unceranms аве Groh & breiz 
^ Дей ance Мааа: 

Whitening, Creany 

Ieri, Sato C BRSM 


PERMANENT COSMENCS 
E brow * Eyeliner • Lipstick, 


New innovative Techniques ө Nolural looking 


A [No Pigment Allergic Reactions e Fast & Painless 


TOG: WEST AVE LIS - MAMUA” LAS PRAS ANGELES SAN FERNANDO. TARLAG-OLONGAO : CAVITE АЗАД 
CALL: 374 6665 - 413 6357 - 38 6072 - 740 3242 - 805 5626 -(045}8870787 - (045) 
sexs, шшш» ana. (04809828793 - (047)2248959 - (049)8512300 - (043) 3120012 


THE CONSUMER 


Telemarketing 
by cellular phone 


By Linda B. Bolido 


READER RAY AQUINO IS 
among the growing number of 
people who are getting an- 
noyed by unsolicited offers they 
get through their mobile 
phones. 

He said he was woken up at 
1:30 a.m. by an offer from the 
ongoing Premyo sa Resibo raf- 
fle. Having set his cell phone to 
wake him up at 4 a.m., he was 
at least not overly alarmed. 

But for other people it could 
have been extremely stressful, 
even terrifying, to be woken up 
unexpectedly in the middle of 
the night. 

After all, that usually means 
some very bad news. 


Frustrating 

I myself am getting frustrat- 
ed about unsolicited offers I get 
on my mobile. I have called the 
attention of my mobile network 
and even the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas about this but so far to 
no avail. 

The most recent offer I got 
was this: “This is Dennis Busta- 
mante of AIM Global Inc. We're 
looking for result-oriented in- 
dividuals who want to do busi- 
ness with us on a part-time or 
full-time basis and be part of 
Our expansion program in 
Southeast Asia. 

“You are cordially invited to 
our much-awaited free busi- 
ness symposium.” 

The message included the 
agenda for the event so you 
could imagine how long it was. 

But usually, the messages go 
like this: 

"Geta non-collateral cash loan 
as low as 1.39-percent interest 
per month! No co-maker! Call or 
text Marlon at this number." 


Persistent. 

The most persistent are peo- 
ple who say they are with China 
‘Trust Bank: “Cash loan from 
Chinatrust with interest loan of 
as low as 1.39 percent per 
month. We also have car loan 
financing brand-new or sec- 
ond-hand unit саг. Car mort- 
gage or/CR only payoff bank 
balance... Look for Ms Jinky.” 

Asimilar message came from 
a Ms Grace. 

1 asked Marlon earlier how 
he got my number and his reply 


was "through system down- 
load." 

What does that mean? What 
system. did they download? 
And why is my number avail- 
able for these people to access? 

They only use my postpaid 
line. Тао not get anything in my 
prepaid number. 

Twas assured by my mobile 
network. that their database 
жав not being shared with any- 
one. 

Another person who was also 
receiving such messages asked 
how the sender got her number. 
She said she was told banks had 
a database that they shared. 

Now, why would banks share 
their clients info with competi- 
tors and leave their clients 
open to the "harassment" of 
other telemarketers? 

Itis bad enough that you get 
all sorts of offers from your 
own bank but for them to 
"feed" you to the others this 
way, if the information is cor- 
rect, is worse. 

So far, all my complaints 
have not yielded any positive 
results, except the one I made 
to Citibank Philippines. I got 
опе message from a telemar- 
keter and I have not received 
any such message from 
Citibank since. 

But China Trust people never 
say die. In addition to Jinky, 
Marlon and Grace, I also got an 
offer from Joy and a few oth- 
ers. 


Disappearing act 

Meanwhile, have you no- 
ticed how restaurants are mak- 
ing “virtual” price increases 
without appearing to change 
the costs of their dishes? 

One major fast-food chain's 
servings are noticeably getting 
tinier although the prices of its 
food have not changed. 

Take a close look at your next 
order of daing na bangus and 
you will note that the fish is not 
as big as before. Even more 
telling, the achara that comes 
with it will not even fill a 
spoon 


Send letters to The Consumer, 
Lifestyle Section, Philippine Dai- 
ly Inquirer, Chino Roces Ave. cor. 
Mascardo and Yague Sis, 
Makati City; or e-mail Iboli- 
do@inquirer.com.ph 


SELPHY 


COMPACT PHOTO PRINTER 


Canon 


Delighting You Always 


Ye ran to SELPHY 


because he only had a moment to 
make sure his grandfather 


leaves with a Smile, 


Easy to operate: just connect camera 
select image and print 


Light, compact and portable; optional 
battery pack for CP750 and ESI 


24" LCD colour viewer (CF750) / 
2.0" LCD colour viewer (CP740 and ESI) 


Print directly from a digital camera 
memory card or computer 


Easy wireless printing from your handphone 
with optional Bluetooth adapter, or use 
the ESI and CP750 convenient IR port 


Ld mud Lac 


ЕЗЕТ „ныл рези ачен — 


же Гы 


Insist on an original warranty issued by Canon Marketing (Philippines), Inc. 
Canon Marketing [PhHlppines) inc. 2F Manin Рига 2153 Don Chino Roces Avena co VA. Po Si Makati Cly. Tet: 884-8000 Fax: 810-8787 IloGcanoncomph wirwcanencom.ph 


Make Someone 


Happy 


fF PictBridge 


‘orp PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER = 


LIFESTYLE 


We are the Academy for International Culinary Arts 
i -the real academy where Great Chefs are made. 


‘We are the only school offering a practical 90/10 hands-on kitchen learning and classroom lecture. 
formula and the lowest proven and tested 14 student-per-class ratio. 


Class dates for the Courses are as follows: 


October 9 (Afternoon and evening classes: 
Diploma in Intemational Culinary Arts and 
Professional Kiichen Management 


October 9 and November 13 (Weekday lasses -all courses): 
Certificate in the Fundamentals of Professional Cooking. 


Certifcatein the Fundamentals for 
Professional European Cuisine, 


Certifcatein the Fundamentals for Professional Asian Cuisine 
Certfcatein the Fundamentals for Baking and Pastry 


Business Address: 
Suite 207 Skyway Twin Towers 
1351 Capt Henry Javier Street, 
Posi City, Phlpphes 

Telefax: 632.672.2119 

Tel: 632.672.2271 
mall: alcachefayahoo.com. 
Website: snalcaculinary.com. 
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intervals until the meat takes on 
glaze, 15-20 minutes. 


Empanada 
Can you please share your 
recipe for chicken and pork em- 
panada, one that's baked? What 

other fillings do you suggest? 
Also, how can I prevent my 
cookies from becoming flat? The 
dough spreads out instead of be- 
ing round with an umbok at the 
top. Pm thinking that I'm not 

measuring my flour correctly. 
IMELDA 


The cookie question first. I 
doubt if it is the flour. 1 am more 
inclined to think that you do not 
chill your dough enough. Try this 
Make your cookie dough and chill 
it overnight, then bake. That 
should give you your magic um- 
bok! 

Now on to empanada. I never 
made baked empanada. I am always 
happy making fried ones and I am 
sharing that recipe with you. For 
your baked empanada, 1 asked chef 
Dennis Hipolito for his crust recipe. 


iiie 
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BIG pumpkins for Halloween and little ones for decorative purposes 


Real pumpkins for Halloween 


Dennis’ Baked Flaky Empana- 
da Crust 

290 g butter (or 50:50 butter 
and shortening) 

450 g all-purpose flour 

10 gsalt 

20g sugar 

75 g ice cold water 

Dissolve salt and sugar in water. 

Combine flour and but- 
ter/shortening mixture until but- 
ter size is broken down to the size 
of peas. 

Slowly incorporate — water, 
adding enough to bind dough 
without over kneading. 

Refrigerate overnight wrapped 
in plastic wrap. 

Roll out on floured surface. 

Сш, stuff with filling. 

Brush with egg wash (1 egg 
beaten + pinch salt) 

Bake 375°F ui golden. 

My Fried Empanada Crust 

4cflour 

Yacbutter 

2eggs 

% c evaporated milk 

Ya c powdered sugar 

1 tsp baking powder 

1tsp salt 

Combine in processor until mix- 


RePLANTed 


at the Power Plant Mall, 


ture gathers together to form a 
ball. 

Roll out on floured surface, 
stuff, seal and deep-fry. 

Empanada Filling: 

Va c butter 

2 tbsp olive oil 

% k ground beef, pork or chick- 
en 

3 tbsp garlic 

% c each of onions, raisins, 
peas, whole corn 

2 tbsp tomato paste 

1/3 с canned whole tomatoes, 
drained, seeded and chopped 

Sugar, salt, pepper, pepper 
flakes to taste 

Ya c cheddar cheese, shredded 

Brown beef in butter and olive 
oil. 

Add garlic and onions. 

Add the rest of the ingredients 
except cheese, sugar, salt and pep- 
рег 

Continue to cook over low heat 
until liquid evaporates. 

Season to taste. 

Cool mixture. 

Add cheese. 


E-mail the author at raspi- 
rasQinquirer.com.ph 


Я. 


FILIPINO-AMERICANS 


California—are 


Philippines. 


brother. 


Visit us at the Concourse Level and 
find a wide range of imported products in store. 


START RIGHT. START HERE." 


ipinos. 


Hed pickled mango 


ates in the United States. 


have it exported to 


Authentic taste of home 
Jor West Coast Pinoys 


IN terior design, of the College 
the West Coast—from Seat- of the Holy Spirit in Manila 
tle, Washington to San Diego, and an accomplished singer 
enjoying and composer. 

grilled liempo, fried trout, 

and roasted chicken with goes launched the family- 
such side dishes as sweet and owned corporation Mother's 
sour pickled green mango Blessing. It was set up by Al- 
and acharang papaya, just malbis, her sisters and two fe- 
the way they аге done in the male cousins in 2002. 


The order of pickled man- 


To improve food preserva- 


And with good reason. tion and lengthen shelf-life, 
Those side dishes are indeed the company sought the as- 
made in the Philippines, іп sistance of the Department of 
Roxas City, Capiz, to be exact. Scier 

Businesswoman Teresa Al- 
malbis, a member of the Hon- 
tiveros clan, got the idea for made achara in 12-o bottles 
pickling and preserving veg- for supermarkets in Metro 
etables and fruits for export Manila. They also tried mak- 
to expatriate Pinoys from her ing pickled ampalaya, bam- 


and Technology. 
Initially, Almalbis, with the 
help of husband Eleazar, 


boo shoots and ubod (co- 


А food retailer in the West conut pith). The results were 

Coast, he knew that while discouraging. 

Asian groceries carried a lot of 

those items, they often did not only sold two to five bottles a 

have the taste Filipinos liked. 
Sometimes they did not focus on the West Coast mar- 

even look familiar to Fil- ketnow. 


“During that period, we 


week,” she said. Hence, the 


‘Achara or pickled green pa- 


Almalbis, mother of well- paya is the company’s top 
known pop singer Barbie Al- seller in the US. But MBII also 
malbis-Honasan, said a cousin manufactures halved green 
of theirs gave her brother bot- and ripe mango preserves, 
as fruit syrups and concentrates 
pasalubong to business associ- of calamansi, langka, melon, 


ube, buco-pandan, green and 


"When my brothers busi- ripe mango. It also sells mus- 
ness partners tasted the pick- covado (raw sugar). 
led mango, they liked it so 
much they prodded him to their fruit purees of ripe and 
the green mango and concen- 
States,” said Almalbis, agrad- trates of local fruits to make 
uate of fine arts, major in in- shakes and juices. 


Almalbis said Fil-Ams used 
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Shaken, stirred 
and SCrved 


By Linda B. Bolido 
Photos by 
Rudy Esperas 


LANNING 
pz 
but not 


looking forward 
to serving your 
guests a punch 
that does not 
live up to its 
name or the 
unimaginative 
beer and spirits? 
It is a problem 
that many hosts or 
party organizers 
have to face. While 
they have a long list. 
of caterers to choose 
from, many food 
providers can only 
manage to serve à 
beverage that will 
not even pass 
muster as a poke 
much less a punch. 
So hosts ог 
hostesses have to 
settle for sodas and 
juices and any bev- 
erage they can get 


from supermarkets | 


and liquor stores, 
served neat or with 
just a few ice cubes. 

Well, five senior 
students of De la 
Salle University-Col- 
lege of Saint Benilde 
(DLSU-CSB) have 
decided to come to 
the rescue of party 
hosts who want to 
make the drinks as 
varied and impres- 
sive as the food. They 
will even put on a 
show of juggling and 
fancy pouring to liv- 
en up the event. 

In fact, with these 
five tending the bar, 
a cocktail party be- 
comes a doable al- 
ternative to sit- 
down or buffet din- 
ners for people. 

Buddies апі 
classmates José 
Miguel Zozobrado, 
Brent Tecson, Ken- 
neth Lo, Paolo Ma- 
tas and Alvan 
Young, hotel and 
restaurant manage- 
ment students ma- 
jor in hospitality 
management, have 
set up Twisted Shak- 
ers to provide bar- 
tending service 
where itis needed, 

The five do not 
claim to be the first 
to come up with the 
idea. Some of their 
mentors at the col- 
lege were first to 
think of providing 
this long overdue 
service and set up 
Flaming Olives. 

And the students 
are not out to under- 
mine their teachers" 
business. Zozobrado 
said they concentrat- 
ed on campus events 
and small getto- 
gethers while their 
mentors did the big 
events. They also re- 
ferred to their teach- 
ers events they felt 
were out of their 
league. 

Set up only some 
two months ago, 
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The Twisted Shakers 
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“MET whitens my skin and makes it 
teen-soft, teen-smooth all over!” 


— Ruffa Gutierrez 


Introducing MET premium whitening soap from Japan 


You've stayed in the dark too long, waiting for 
the special soap that will finally fulfil your dream 
of having fair complexion 

Now you can step out of the shadow -- plus 
enjoy the silky smooth skin of youth with 
MET premium whitening soap from Japan. 

MET is one-of-a-kind because it goes beyond. 
whitening to offer total skin care 


Available at: 


now provide a 

long overdue service 
for party hosts— 
bartending 


concoctions 


1 has a potent blend of Alpha Arbutin, an 
vxtract of the bearberry plant; and Glutathione, 
thi “Master Antioxidant” two effective 
whitening agents that inhibit the skin's Tyrosinase 
activity to block the formation of melanin and 
bring about de-pigmentation 

What's more, MET provides natural skin 
moisturizers from palm and coconut oils, as well 


WHITENS PLUS RESTORES YOUNG SKIN 


KENNETH LU, Brent Tecson and José Miguel Zozobrado with t 


TEP OUT OF 
THE SHADOW 


as essential soybean extracts that regenerate 
the collagen in the skin to smoothen out fine 
lines and blemishes. 

The result: skin that's fair, soft, smooth, 
and radiant with a youthful glow! 

Use MET premium whitening soap moming 
and night daily, and see the amazing results. 


For nquiros, text REG (space) NAME (spaca) ADDRESS (рәсе) AGE and sand to 09175600MET Hotline: 0917500iMET 


СЛ 


THE BAR service comes with a show, as Zozobrado demonstrates. 


Shaken, stirred... 
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the biggest event they had to 
handle so far was party at the 
University of Santo Tomas 
campus for about 1,000 peo- 
ple. 

Like caterers, the group pre- 
sents the host or event orga- 
nizer its menu of drinks. It has 
over 30 concoctions in its 
repertoire, including the top 
favorite Tequila Sunrise and 
mixes the members have en- 
tered in campus or outside 
competitions. 

Zozobrado said they could al- 
so do mixes for children's par- 
ties. But parents need not wor- 
ry Twisted Shakers serves 
"mock" cocktails for kids, color- 
ful concoctions that are com- 
pletely nonalcoholic. 

The host often settles for four 
tofive varieties. 

“А young crowd usually 
wants mixes,” the bartenders 
said, with girls preferring 
sweeter concoctions. Sodas, 
beer and wines are the respon- 
sibility of the host. 

The group takes care of other 


ZOZOBRADO gets inspiration 
from Bob Marley for his cocktail 
mix. 


KENNETH Lo's Bloo 
based on the vampire legend. 


Dd 
P, 


CRUSTASIA offers special noodles—Hokkien Fried Noodles, a 
rich fried noodles sensation of vermicelli, yellow noodles, mixed 
seafood, pork strips and spices; Hae Mee Prawn Noodle Soup, a 
combination of prawns and pork strips cooked in shrimp soup, 
thin noodles, bean sprouts and kangkong; Pad Thai, stir-fried 
noodles with shrimps, dried radish, tofu and egg, among others. 
Call 7285463, 6313857 and 9013607. 


COCORAMA Burger Steak опе of the popular items of 
Сосогата, which also offers Island Specials and the Coco Bento 
Specials. Other favorites are Taco Rama, Island Pasta Bamboo, 
Omelets and French Toast Combo Plates, Groovy Waffles, 
Cocorama Torpedos, Scooby’s Steaks and Chops, Pancake Stacks, 
among others. Cocorama is at 6/F, The Ledge, Shangri-La Plaza 
Mall. Call 3100401. 


TAPA KING offers 
Tapantastic Treats as 
part of its “Mighty at 
20” anniversary 
celebration. By adding 
P55, diners can have 
any four of their 
favorite tapa meals and 
get 1.5 liter Pepsi, plus 
a choice between 
longganisa or lumpiang 
shanghai meal. This 
means savings of as 
much as P82.50. The 
promo, available until 
Oct. 15, is for delivery 
only and not valid for 
bulk orders worth 
P2,000 above. Call 

, B9STAPA or 633TAPA. 
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ALVAN Young mixes and juggles... 


Marley’s Rush 

10z Malibu Rum 

10z melon liqueur 

Ya ол Creme de Bananes 

} oz Del Monte Pomegranate 
Syrup 

Del Monte Sweetened Mango 
Juice 

Del Monte Sweetened Or- 
ange Juice 

Pour Malibu, melon liqueur 
and Greme de Bananes into a 
cocktail shaker with ice. 

Shake and strain into a slim 
pilsner glass. 

Top with mango and orange 
juice. 

Float pomegranate syrup. 

Garnish with pineapple 


Ўр, 


ROGERCARIO 


bar needs—straw, ice, cups 
(plastic, no fancy glassware 
that can break or get lost). Stan- 
dard base beverage for mixes 
are tequila, vodka, rum, grena- 
dine and pomegranate. Every- 
thing is locally made except for 
Bacardi's white rum. 

Zozobrado said: "The mate- 
rials we use are the bases for 
computation of the fee... De- 
pending on the arrangemerits 
we make with the organizer, 
we either keep the leftover 
drinks or leave them with the 
host.” 

All five usually tend bar al- 
though if the event is rather big- 
ger than their usual, they rope 
in other classmates and friends 
to help. They also often seek the 
advice of their mentors. 

‘Twisted Shakers only need a 
week or two-week notice to get 
ready for bar duties. 


Call 09275297694 ог 
09228289696; e-mail twisted | 
shakers@yahoo.com ог visit 
www.twistedshaker.multiply. 
com. 


DINING Ойт 
New congee line 


HEALTHY SHABU-SHABU RECENTLY 
unveiled its line of congee, including chicken, 
seafood, Angus beef, crab and oyster. Plain 
congee is also available. 


HALFMOON offers bibingorepes and coffee 
like Americano, Capuccino, Latte, Mocha and 
Macchiato. Halfmoon has branches at Mines 
View Hotel in Baguio City, SM North Edsa and 
Tomas Morato, OC. 


CARLO'S PIZZA offers Italian pizza and 15 va- 
rieties of pasta. Carlo's Pizza outlets are at BF 

Homes and Moonwalk, Parafiaque; SM Mall of 
Asia; SM Baguio; Camp John Hay; and Tagay- 
tay. 


THE BELLEVUE'S Cake of the Month lets you 
Indulge in a combination of Irish cream, choco 
mocha beans and macha mirror. Available at 
the Pastry Corner. Call 7718181 


TERIYAKI BOY presents Kushiyaki, the latest 
addition to its extensive menu consisting of 
skewered morsels of tuna, beef, chicken, pork, 
lapu-lapuand іка (squid) served with regular 
or spicy sauce. An order comes with three 
sticks at P65-P75. The new Kushiyaki is avail- 
able in all 31 outlets, including the newest at 
Santana Grove, Parafiaque. 
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sOsmowmo .. AND SO does Paolo Matias. AOGERCARO 


wedge and cherry. 


Bloodline 

loz vodka 

1 oz melon liqueur 

1 oz Lime Cordial 

Ys oz Cointreau 

% oz amaretto liquor 

Yeon grenadine syrup 

3-4 oz Del Monte Pineapple 
Lychee Juice or Del Monte 
Pineapple Guava Juice 

Pour vodka, melon liqueur, 
Lime Cordial, Cointreau, 
amaretto liquor and juice into a 
cocktail shaker with ice, 

Shake and strain into a tall 
glass. 

Drop grenadine into the cen- 
ter of the drink. 


Garnish with lime wheel, 
lemon wheel or orange wheel. 


Blue Heaven 

10z white rum 

vaoz amaretto 

% oz Blue Curacao 

vaoz lime. 

Зог pineapple juice 

Shake and garnish with 
pineapple wedge. 


BLOODLINE 


P 


UPSIDE 
DOWN IN 
EASTWOOD 


defying Blizzards 
of the popular 
Americanice 
‘cream chain, 
Dairy Queen, is 
now in Eastwood 
City, Libis, QC. 
Have your 
favorite upside- 
down 
Blizzards—cups 
of reduced-fat ice 
cream in 
different flavors, 
from Oreos to 
mud pie and 
good old 
brownies, The 
DQ parlor is at 


0917-8EWCITY. 


CLAWDADDY Crabhouse and 
‘American Grill offers Smoked 
Salmon. Other favorites include. 
Skillet Sensations Tomato and 
Italian Sausage Pasta, Clammy 
Spaghetti, Jambalaya and Crab 
Skillet, Blackened Catfish Fillet, 
New Orleans Snapper Fillet 


and Crabmeat Bake. Must-try 


DENCIO'S, the restaurant known for its wide 
array of Filipino and grilled dishes, has be- 
come a favorite venue for large gatherings. 
Dencio's restaurant has become a particular 
favorite of families celebrating special occa- 
sions. Bestsellers include Sisig, Krispy Pata, 
Sari-Saring Sinugba, Sinigang na Ulo ng Nor- 
wegian Salmon, Asparagus in Garlic, Sizzling 
Fried Chicken and Nilasing na Hipon sa Taba 
ng Talangka. Call 8190155 or visit www. 
dencios.biz. 


dishes are Clawdaddy's Baby 
Back Ribs, Clawdaddy's 
Barbecued Beef Plate, Hickory 
Chicken Roast, Double 
Espresso Cream Chicken 
Barbee, Blackened and Baked 

Chicken, Clawdaddy's Queen. | 
and King Sampler, all-American 
BBQ Feast, Clawdaddy is at 
The Ledge, 6/L, Shangri-La 
Plaza Mall. Call 6365679. 


Chain opens 32nd branch 


THE FRENCH BAKER HAS 
opened its latest branch at the 
Robinson's Galleria Supermar- 
ket in Ortigas Center, Pasig. 
Johnlu Koa, president and 
chief executive officer of the 
chain; his wife Marilou; father 
Raymundo Koa Sun Len, pres- 
ident of French Baker; mother 
Go Chu Ai, treasurer; Туге 
de Leon, actress and model; 
Cory Quirino, beauty and 
wellness expert; and Robina 
Gokongwei of Robinsons Su- 
permarket Corp. cut the rib- 
bon officially opening the 
branch, 


options. 


The new outlet, the chain's 
32nd, allows the store to service. 
customers from both the super- 
market and the mall and gives 
them more dine-in and take-out 


Koa said: "This new addition 
to the French Baker family is 
proof of our commitment to 
Teach out to our loyal cus- 
tomers, wherever they are." 

The new branch offers fresh, 
soft buns with an assortment of 
fillings: corned beef, ham and 
cheese, tuna, cookie 'n' cream, 
yellow mongo, coconut or moz- 
zarella cheese. 
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COUNTRY COOKING 
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іску Fenix 
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Tasting а TV chicken recipe 4 


FOOD IS THE BIG STORY IN 


the movies these days. 

“Ratatouille” was such a hit even if 
its principal character, Remy, was a 
rat, a creature that kitchens are not 
supposed to have. 

1 could not get myself to watch it 
even if my sons told me it was so 
smart and funny. They added that the. 
writers and animators were trained 
by the great chef Thomas Keller at the 
French Laundry in Napa Valley зо 
knife skills and cooking techniques 
were correct. 

Ifit were Mickey Mouse, I wouldn't 
have hesitated. But watching an 
anatomically correct hairy rat (even 
if blue in color) with a long tail is my 
idea of a horror movie. 

The local culinary world is also 
awaiting "No Reservations." It is 
about a woman chef (Catherine Zeta 
Jones) whose workaholic life is de- 
railed by having to care for an or- 
phaned niece and the hiring of a new 
sous chef (Aaron Echart) whose 
character is described in a re- 
view as “insufferable—and ir- 
resistible" 7 
(www.movies.com). 

Itis a remake of "Most- 
ly Martha" that earned 
high praises from crit- 
ics because "the ась | 
ing... is as impecca- у 
ble as the cooking” 
(www.rottentoma- 
toes.com). 


Cooking stars 
Television has hit. 

it big with food 
shows that chefs 
have been trans- 
formed into super- 
stars. Cable channels 
like “Food Network" 


Sumptuous and satisfying treats ; 


THAT PIZZA PLACE WHERE PEOPLE GO 
for a variety of pizza crusts—thin, thick, 
New York crust and Grand Slam—has re- 
cently launched the Shakey's Beef n’ Onion 
pizza and the Shakey’s Super Seven. 

The first is a classic Shakey's pizza, 
topped with high premium spicy fresh 
marinated beef and onions, while the 
other is loaded with cheese, marinated 
beef, Italian sausage, onions, oyster, shi- 
itake mushrooms and potato strings. 

Regular guess relish their fa- 
vorites—Manager’s Choice Thin Crust 
pizza, Shakeys Special or Garlic and 
Cheese, as well as the Chick N Chips, a 
basket of the juicy fried chicken and mojo 
potatoes. If one is avoiding meat, Mojos 
are available with two dips. 

Vegetarians and vegans, on the other 
hand, can enjoy Garlic and Cheese, Gar- 
den or Vegetarian Pizzas. Seafood lovers, 
too, have a bounty of choices, including 
‘Tuna Summer Salad and Friday Special 
Pizza, which is topped with shrimps and 
anchovies. 

Bigger appetites should sample the 
Captain's Choice platter of deep-fried 
fish fillet, Calamari Crunch and Belgian 


VILLAGE BAKER. Carmiña Arroyo turns her kitchen into a 
cake studio, making people happy with her sweet creations, 


and “Travel & Living” focus on cook- 
ing classes and travel cum cooking. It 
is too bad that you savor the food and 
experience the travel only vicarious- 
ly. 

So it was quite an experience to be 
invited to taste the chicken recipe ofa 
local television series. 

At the Bacolod Chicken Inasal, 
they serve a dish from "Ysabella." 
The teleserye stars Judy Ann Santos 
who plays a cook who inherited the 
recipe from her mother. 

All the conflicts that lengthen the 
series are centered around the chick- 
en dish called “kinasal na manok.” At 
Bacolod Chicken, it is known as Үз- 
abella's chicken. 

The recipe was done by Gina 
Navarro, food stylist, cook and part 
‘owner of Estrel's Cakes. Gina com- 
bined several ingredients from diffe 
ent parts of the country for the mari 


а or rR OA 


TABON- 
TABON | 
used mainly 
for kinilaw. 


YSABELLA'S 
chicken 


nade. Those were 
tabon-tabon, «ауар, 

bagoong Balayan and hon. 

ey. 

Once the chicken is marinated 
in all that in the sufficient time need- 
ed for it to absorb the different fla- 
vors, itis steamed then fried lightly. 

So how did Ysabella’s chicken 
taste? At Bacolod Chicken's Jupiter 
branch in Makati, the tasting proved 
that, in spite of all those marinade in- 
gredients, the dish was quite mild, no 
distinctive flavor. 

It was not as salty as the usual fried 
Chicken or slightly sour like the 
inasal. It was served with a light 
gravy, fried rice colored with achuete 
with fried garlic strewn on top and 
grilled tomatoes and onion 

So what can be said of those ingre- 
dients used to marinate the chick- 
en? 

Tabon-tabon (Hydrophytune or- 
bicolatum) is a brown fruit with a 
hard outer cover that, when cut in 
half, reveals its white interior with 
ridges that make it look like brain 
matter. 

The inside is scraped into the kini- 
law in Cagayan de Oro and Camiguin, 
giving a white opaque quality to the 
pieces. It is said the fruit removes the 
fishy smell of seafood and prevents 
indigestion 


Centuries-old dish 

Food anthropologist Doreen Gam- 
boa Fernandez, in her book 
“Palayok,” said tabon-tabon was 
found in a digging in Butuan City, 
Agusan del Sur together with 10th- to 
13th-century yellowfin tuna bones. It 
just proved, she wrote, that kinilaw 
was one of the oldest dishes of the 
country. 

In Camiguin, the cook at the High- 
lands Hotel demonstrated the scrap- 
ing of the soft white interior of the 
tabon-tabon into vinegar or water, 
mashing then mixing it into the kini- 
law. Together with an aromatic citrus 
called suwa, the resulting dish was 
milky and so sweet-smelling. 

T told my hosts there that being 
Tagalog, I was not fond of aromatic. 
dishes. It helps when the kinilaw is 
mixed with inihaw na baboy (sinug- 
ba), becoming a different dish called 
sinuglaw, because the too cloying 
aroma is tempered. 

Dayap (Citrus aurantifolia) is the 
local lime that has become rare, at 
least in Manila, It is what gives milk 


pastillas and leche flan that wonder- 
fully unique citrus flavor and aroma, 
subtle but so appealing. 

Balayan bagoong is the name of the 
fish paste from Balayan in Batangas. 
While fish bagoong is made in other 
parts of the country, Balayan has 
been successfully attached to the 
product so even if the bagoong does 
not come from there, people presume 
itdoes. 

Honey, a product from bees, can be 
had in many parts of the country. In 
Manila's weekend markets, honey 
from Palawan is sold. Sometimes, 
vendors claim they have honey from 
Mindanao. You have to take that on 
faith. 

Itis not enough, however, to take it 
on faith that Judy Ann is a cook. She 
has to be convincing in the role and 
know the moves of a cook to be be- 
lievable. 

That is why Catherine Zeta Jones 
in “No Reservations" and the creative 
staff of "Ratatouille" had to train in 
professional kitchens. 


E-mail the author at pinoy- 
food04@yahoo.com 
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PEPPERONI Crrunch is а new favorite for everyone because of the potato strings. 


SHAKEY'S mille shakes are thick and creamy, 
the way they are really supposed to be. 


Fries, served with two sauces, garlic ranch 
dressing and sweet chili sauce. 
Those conscious about their weight can 
sample the garden salad, tuna Caesar and 
Greek salad. 
Shakeys ice cream bar which offers 
dozens of toppings, is available at the Ala- CHOOSE from Greek, Tuna Caesar, or Classic Garden salads because 
bang, Glorietta, Makati Cinema Square, the shakey's summer salads are available the whole year round, 


A baker’s sweet secret 


AT А VERY YOUNG AGE, 
Carmiña Arroyo's curiosity with 
food brought her into the kitchen to 
bake cakes and other pastries. 

“Back when we were kids, my sib- 
lings and I took turns in choosing 
what restaurant to go to whenever 
we ate out. I always chose restau- 
rants with delicious desserts,” says 
Arroyo. "It's the last memory of din- 
ing, it should linger.” 

Her love for cakes and desserts 
led her to take formal education in 
baking. She studied at the Culinary 
Institute of America (CIA) in New 
York and UFM in Thailand, an afili- 
ate of the US Wheat Association. 
She also trained under a French pas- 
try chef. 

Arroyos cake collection in- 
cludes cheesecakes, Sans Rival, 
and chocolate truffle mousse. Un- 
like mass produced cakes, or what 
she calls “mechanical cakes," she 
pays full attention to flavor with- 
out using additives and preserva- 
tives. She also bakes manually, 
making her creations very person- 
al and very limited. "That's why 
my cakes are only available once a 
day,” she says. 

Recently, Arroyo came up witha 
new creation which she considers 


аз her greatest masterpiece in 
baking—Mocha Manila. This is 
her version of her favorite cake, 
the Mocha Praline Cake. It is 
made of five layers of chocolate 
cake, mocha chiffon, chocolate 
mousse, and coffee buttercream 
with praline. 

For Arroyo, the real science of 
baking is not about following the 
recipe by the book but knowing how 
to achieve the quality of cakes and 
pastries. Thats why in all her cre- 
ations, Arroyo includes a local in- 
gredient. 

For Mocha Manila, she uses 
tablea or native chocolate, her fa- 
vorite drink when she was a kid. Ac- 
cording to her, this is not only to 
please the unique craving of Fil- 
ipinos but to help the local food in- 
dustry as well. 

At the end of the day, Arroyo con- 
siders baking as a source of happi- 
ness. As she watches friends and 
family enjoy what she has made, Ar- 
тоуо is happy that her cakes can 
bring people together. For Arroyo, 
every cake is a reminder of what life 
has to offer. Her cakes may be or- 
dered through text at 0917- 
5375453 and are also available at 
all Serye branches. 


Katipunan, SM North EDSA and Tomas 
Morato branches. 

Shakeys has retained the Monster 
Meatballs pasta and Classic Spaghetti. 
An addition to the menu is Shakey's Car- 
bonara Supreme, a combination of 
creamy white sauce and bacon and ham. 
This concoction is made even more spe- 
cial with toppings of shiitake and oyster 
mushrooms and parmesan cheese. 

The Carbonara Bundle and Shakey's 
Super Seven offer a choice of Carbonara 
platter or Shakeys Seven pizza with 
calamari platter and a pitcher of Iced tea, 
all for less than P500. 

E-mail commentsQshakeyspizza.ph 
orcall their hotline 77-777. 
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Filipino foods are rich 
in condiments and sauces. 
This explains why rice 
is important in the meals, 
and why itis difficult to pair 
wines with Filipino foods. 
But Carlo Rossi California Red's 
smooth feel and light and 
fruity taste, allow the palate 
to sense the distinct features 
of Filipino Cuisine. 


with Carlo Rossi California Red, 
food and wine become a pleasurable experience. 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


Answer to previous puzzle 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2007 


1 Suffer defeat 

5 Perfect. 

10 Join the game 

34 Hertz rival 

15 Ancient 
Scandinavian 

16 Actress Russo 

17 Start of John 
Barrymore 

uote 

20 "Kidnapped" 
authors init, 

21 Seductress 

22 Newton's frui? 

23 ID Info 

24 Steady states 

25 Part 2 of quote 

31 Rhone feeder 

32 Hebrew month 

33 Cuts short 

37 Gasteyer of 
SN 

38 Flag feature 

^1 Cereal grain 

42 Called up. 

44 Aner-shower 
Study 

45 Stu 
Chopin” 

47 Part 3 of quote 

50 Finlay of "Great 
Expectations" 

53 Tic-tac-toe win 

54 Shaq or Tatum 

55 African 
language group 

58 Tummy 
muscles 

61 End of quote. 

64 Powerful trend 

65 Serious. 
situation 

66 Morales of "La. 
Bamba” 

67 Mimics 

68 Misjudgment 

69 Cavort 


By Alan P. Olechwang 
Huntington Beach, CA 


8 Org. 

9 Guitarist Раш 

10 Get ready 

11 Abrupt 
transitions 

32 Low Joint 

13 Affirmative 
responses 

18 Debate topics 

19 Eur. defense 
assn. 

23 Male chitd 

24 One and only 

25 Former 
Russian ruler 

26 Mandikova of 
tennis 

27 Colorful mount 

28 King of Judea 

29 Excuse 

30 Bamboozled 

34 Part of speech 

35 Part of a 
pedestal 

36 Mishmash dish 

39 Genuine 

40 Arrange for 
display 

43 Operates a 
Hilla-Hoop 


DOWN 

1 Cowardly Шоп 
player 

2 Elliptical rack 

3 Liquid samples. 

4 6th sense 

5 Sixout 
segment 

в One who 
performs 

7 Scottish Gaelic 


46 Boxin 
48 Pinguld 
49 Close by 


letters 56 Banned apple 
spray 

57 Verne captain 

50 Terra 58 Lhasa _ 

51 Not wih it 59 Ray of ight 

52 "The Cloister 60 Cut short 
апа the Hearth’ 62 Poem of praise 
author 63 "_ the fields 

55 Prickly husk We go..." 


by Dave Green 
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PUGAD BABOY 


PANO BA 

“ЧАМ, AMO? 
PINA- PLANTSA NA 
YONG PAGBIBIGAY 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


GARFIELD 


HOW TO PLAY SU DOKU 


Fill the grid so that every column, 
the digits 1 to 9. Tips and program at www.sudoku.com 


1 


Difficulty Level X X 


every row and every 3x3 box contains 
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BY JIM DAVIS 


READY FOR MY FAMILY 
REUNION, GARFIELD P 


OUST IGNORE M 
UNCLE BILL 


HELL WANT YOU TO 
WEAR HIS TEETH 


МАБ 927, 


PORMUEHANG NAGSASAWA NA 
SIJAJA SA PAG-ARSIKASD SA 
AKIN” SUMAMA SIYA SA món 
BARKAPA NIYA AT NAG-IWAN 
Mp LANG Né PAGKAIN Ko? 


NAG-IWAN DAMAN PALA EHS 
E, PNOWNG INIWAN NIYANG 
PAEKDIN 22 
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ATOMO AND WEBOY 


BY LYRA GARCELLANO 


[ чевоч, remember zw Y wiege age мч 
BoycoTTiNG LiFe! Чоу | puc исо мевоч! 


САМА expect M To | ARe цор нц. HERE? 
бочсотт ON AN EMPTH 


Hello?! WeBou! 
Where ARe You?! 
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ARIES (March 21 to April 
19): In the next few weeks, 
your ару to research fi- 
nancial matters is excellen 
You can get to the bottom of 
something it you're looking. 


TAURUS (April 20 to May 
20): In the next two months, 
you'll have serious discus- 
ions with partners and 
close friends. Expect to run 
into ex-partners and people 
you haven't seen for a while. 


GEMINI (May 21 to June 
20): Today your ruler, Mer- 
сшу, moves into Scorpio, 
where it soon will go re 
‘grade. Try to get as much 
done now as possible. A pe- 
riod of confusion and sily 
delays awaits you in October. 


CANCER (June 21 to July 
22): Ott llames are going to 
чап coming out of the 

People trom 
your past, even children, аге 
‘Going lo be back on the 
‘scene again soon. 


work, 
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YOU BORN TODAY: You make an excellent coanlóh to others. You ove luxury and beauty ın relaxed surroundings You like to enter- 
tain people. You particularly admire inteligence n others. You have humanitarian values, an often work or reform in society or nthe 
workplace. In the coming year, you wit et go of something you've ben involved with for about nine years. 


Birthdate ot: Avril Lavigne, singer; Liz Torres, actress; Randy Bachman, musician, 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22) 
Family reunions and the like 
will take place In the nex 
six wooks. Relatives you 
haven't seen fora while will 
be camped on your 
doorstep, eating you out of 

house and home, (Oops.) 
wil suffer from delays and 


6 
breakdowns. in commun 


cation and transportation. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to 
Dec. 21}: Some of you will 
discover some juicy stcrats 
in the next few weeks. А hid- 
беп рап of your chart is go- 
ing to be revealed to you. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19): Friends 
from your pas are back in 
youre again now апа in the 
пех few weeks. Ths i a 
preat ime to review your 
dons and dreams tor Ie fu- 
tie 

#Ў while, Authority figures 
trom your past are going to 
reist your He once agi. 

e nected with pubishing and 
the media. Fal, there's а 

light atthe end of the tunnel, and iso a 

жап! 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 
22): Pay your phone bil 
Stay on top of car repairs. 
Inthe next few weeks, you 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 
18): You might hear from 
bosses or even parents you 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) 
haven't heard from for a 


Partners and people trom 
your past are going to be 
back п your face again. This 
Could be a chance for you to 
clean up old financial mat- 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 
20): In the next few months, 
you can wrap up educational 
matters or anything con- 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 
21): Your desire to commu- 
пісае with others and en- 
lighten them about your 
thoughts and feelings is 
strong now. You're keen to 
talk to people 
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” Editor Emmie б. Velarde 
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By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


ARA MINA IS CLEARLY UPSET. 

In spite of the laughs and revelry on the 
set of GMA 7’s “Bubble Gang,” the singer- 
actress can't hide her annoyance. 

She can't understand why she's being 

inked, romantically, with boxer Manny Pac- 

"quiao, her leading man in the Metro Manila 
Film Festival entry "Anak ng Kumander." 

When her name was mentioned as possi- 
ble singer of the Philippine National An- 
them for Pacquiao's rematch with Mexico's 
Marco Antonio Barrerra in Las Vegas on 
Oct. 6, she was again deluged with in- 
trigues. This one came with snide remarks 

She demands: "Why are people underesti- 
mating me? I am no biritera (belter), but ‘Lu- 
pang Hinirang’ is not meant го be belted. It 
‘was [composed] by Julian Felipe as a march.” 

She insists that it wasn't her idea in the first 
place. "The promoters know that I do concerts 
abroad [and] I was asked to audition." 

She thought nothing of trying out, and 


Vhong ‘Lastikman’ Navarro has his own hero 


She knows exactly how 
to sing the nat’l anthem, 
the fiery actress insists 


isn't perturbed now that R&B singer Kyla 
has gotten the nod. (This was confirmed by 
Wilson Tieng of Solar Sports.) 

"Тт happy for Kyla. She's a good 
singer—and a friend. I know she'll do well,” 
Ага tells Inquirer Entertainment. 

She is still unsure of watching the Vegas 
fight. “My friend Rustom [Padilla] is per- 
suading me to join him [after which] we're 
also planning to go to New York.” 

Whether she's going to Vegas, she insists, 
will depend on her work schedule, and will 
not be affected by the idle chatter concern- 
ing Pacman. 

“It's stressful,” she admits, “It’s as if every 
move [make involves Manny.” 


She understands why Manny's wife Jin- 
kee got affected by the controversies. "I feel 
for her and her family. ГА like to meet her, 
so we can put this behind us. 

She was bothered by the rumor that she 
earned P3 million for “Kumander,” she says, 
“Tm not hung up on talent fee. If I were, I 
wouldn't be doing independent movies like 
“еда!” 

Just as distressing for her was the news that 
her kissing scene with Manny took nine takes. 

“That was exaggerated,” she explains 
“My love scene with Sid [Lucero] in ‘Selda’ 
‘was more torrid, but it wasn't played up in 
the media.” 

She's clearly proud of her work in that 
movie, directed by Paolo Villaluna and 
Ellen Ramos. “In one scene, I had to cry for 
five minutes straight.” 

Ara is also thinking of producing her own 
indie digital movie, with sister Cristine 
Reyes as co-star, П 

“Ав producer,” quips Big Sis, “TIl make 
sure she won't get exploited.” 
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Exped your heart 
to sip a bec catia 
оле serenades you. 


MIGUEL ESCUETA 
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ABS-CBN BRINGS TOGETHER 
some of local television's brightest 
stars, like Cherie Gil, Zsa Zsa 
Padilla and Dawn Zulueta, to 
bring to life another Filipino com- 
ic super-hero via its newest fan- 
taserye, "Lastikman." 

Vhong Navarro plays the title 
role. Who's his hero in real life? 

“God,” Vhong quips. “I owe Him 
everything I am today.” 

Isn't he wary of suffering by 
comparison to Vic Sotto, who pre- 
viously played “Lastikman”? 

“Td like to believe that Bossing 
and I have different styles. 1 look 
up to him." 

Who does he consider his clos- 
est rival then? "I compete only 
with myself,” says Vhong. Just like 
the elastic super-hero that he 
plays, Vhong's talents comes in so 
many forms. That makes him 
formidablel 

Even if Dennis Trillo's co-stars in 
Zaido are newcomers Marky Cielo 
and Aljur Abrenica, he doesn’t feel 
pressured that the telefantasya's 
success depends on him since ће is 


Guyana survivors on Discovery | 


ON NOV. 18, 1978, OVER 900 
men, women and children—fol- 
lowers of messianic pastor Jim 
Jones—were victims of a mass 
murder in the jungles of 
Guyana, South America, 
Before the deaths, US Con- 
gressman Leo J. Ryan, his 
assistants, a group of con- 


сетей relatives and an CLICK! 


NBC crew had gone to inves- 
tigate the mysterious cult 

For three days, the cult 
put a remarkable show, But 
when Ryan and his рапу were 
about to leave, 12 members 
begged to go with them. 


: Dotty 
‚Моор 


Dolly Anne 
Carvajal 


the more established star. 

“We learn from each other,” says 
Dennis. "They are both very 
promising actors." 

Dennis knows only too well that 
every expert was once a beginner. 
A sure sign that an actor has ar- 
rived is his being humble enough 
to help out newbies. That's exactly 
what Dennis is doing for Marky 
and Aljur. 

Could it be true that Manny Pac- 
quiao's wife Jinkee wasn’t too 
keen about having Ara Mina sing 
the National Anthem at Pacman's 
match in Vegas... and so Kyla is do- 
ing it instead? Manny is rumored 
to be wooing Ara. There's even 
crazy talk that Ara's new mansion 
isa gift from Pacman. 


Itcould all be a gimmick to gen- 
erate interest in Ara and Manny's 
coming movie. But if the rumor re- 
fuses to die, there may be some 
truth to it. As Pacman pledges alle- 
giance to the Philippine flag before 
his bout with Barrera, will he also 
be affirming his fidelity to Jinkee 
in his heart? 

Being the true and modem 
Pinay that KC Concepcion is, she's 
the perfect endorser for Bayo. Her 
sense of style is not boxed up. She 
can be a fashionista, preppy, a clas- 
sic or rugged dresser—just like 
Bayo’s new assortment mix to be 
launched in October. KC's Parisian 
experience has definitely made 
her what the French сай 
BCBG—“Bon chic, bon genre.” 

А timely health program, "Mak- 
abayang Duktor Season 2,” which 
aims to help the poor, will pre- 
miere on RPN 9, Sept. 28, at 4:30 
p.m., hosted by а husband-and- 
wife team, Dr. Willie and Dr. Liza 
Ong. They envision the show to be 
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UAAP BASKETBALL GAME 
September 27, Thursday 
3pm ATENEO vs DELA SALLE Sis 


BILLY CRAWFORD - IT’S TIME 
October 6, Saturday 8 pm 


please call TicketMer at 911-5555 or log on to www.ticketnet.com.ph 


When the congressman con- | 
fronted Jones, tension escalated 
and members of Ryan's group 


Jones gave orders for 


Hairloss is wrecking 


“a her life and she doesn't 


Grand Departure,” a 
mass suicide. Most of | 
the cultists were force-fed. 
a grape drink laced with 
poison; others were shot, 
or given a lethal injection. 
Four survivors of the massacre 
tell their story in “Jonestown: Par- 
adise Lost” on Oct. 14, 9 p.m. on 
Discovery Channel. 


know why. |' 


Thinning hair makes a woman look older. When your hair’s 
health, shine and bounce weaken, it seems your personality is 
likewise affected. Self-consciousness, diminished self-esteem, 
even bouts of depression may occur. 

Most women who have gone through this harrowing experience 
say they tried everything to stop hairloss, from special treatments 
at the salon, to a whole range of over-the-counter products, But 
nothing worked. Sadly, many “remedies” may have actually made 
the condition worse. Until they found out the reason why they 
were losing hair, little could be done to end the problem. 


Possible reasons for hairloss. 


| resent evi. oss 


Е PROMENADE 


CHUCK а LARRY| NO RESERVATIONS 


317723 
E ANG TE SULCI TO CHANGE OP N 

вововвоввввововвввове 
MUSIC v, Безе 

MOSEÓM М. 


КЕИП ата 


ED 
ра 9.10, 17,24, 91, 


TICKETS 


ТӨ; PACQUIAO BARRERA T| пон 


ООР, powenaoe cinema СЕЙ 


Women’s hairloss can be caused 
by hormonal changes. Female Pattern. 
Baldness (or Androgenetic Alopecia) 
is a reaction to male hormones in the 
body (androgens) which can weaken 
а woman’s hair. Other factors can 
be stress, poor nutrition, illnesses and 


| reaction to certain medications, 


childbirth and menopause, frequent 
coloring, curling, straightening, and 
many more. Most causes of hairloss, 
when they are correctly identified, 
can be treated with good results. 
Getting the facts on why you are 
losing hair. 

Trichology is the study of the 
functions and problems of hair. A 
trichologist is someone who has been 
educated in the subject and is qualified 
to determine the reasons why your hair 
is not in good health. 


Where do you find a trichologist? 
One name that has been synonymous 
with Professional Trichology in the 
Philippines for more than 25 years: 
Svenson. Svenson trichologists will 
examine your hair and scalp and give 
you advice on what to do. 

A trichologist - what does it cost? 

Nothing. Svenson trichologists 
offer an in-depth Hair & Scalp analysis 
totally free of charge. 

Pre-hairloss symptoms. 

Before your hair starts falling out, 
be aware of early warning signs such 
as persistent dandruff, flaking, and 
scalp irritations, Beat hairloss - see a 
trichologist when you see these signs! 

These visible indications areembar- 
rassing, and when combined with dirt 
in the atmosphere, shampoo chemicals 
or excess oiliness, they can block 
follicles, badly affecting hair growth, 


M 


Treatments to help your hair. 

Depending on the findings of your 
Hair & Scalp analysis, you can decide 
оп treatment programs including: 

ULTRA HAIR REINFORCER - 
deep-cleans scalp, creates healthier 
environment for growth. Hair becomes 
thicker, shinier, more lush. 

ULTRA-LUSH VOLUMIZER - 
quickly controls and stops hair fall, 
helps restore original lushness, volume 
and softness. 

SCALP-CORRECTIVE- eliminates 
dandruff, flaking and other irritations, 
retums scalp to normal state, prevents 
imminent hairloss. 


Make an appointment today 
to see a trichologist 
free of-charge. 

Call Svenson at 892-4247/ 
234-0851(Cebu). 
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NEW YORK—In "No Reservations,” a per- 
fect metaphor for the movie itself is the 
plate of frozen fish sticks that Catherine Ze- 
ta-Jones' gourmet chef, Kate, fixes when 
her 9-year-old niece, Zoe, refuses to eat. 
"They're just fish sticks but the way she ar- 
ranges them makes them seem appealing. 
Youve seen all this before. But everyone in- 


volved is so pedigreed, so capable, they make 
the experience go down easy. 

Scott Hicks is the director; Stuart Dryburgh 
provides the warm, elegant cinematography. 
‘And of course there is the cast, which also fea- 
tures Aaron Eckhart, Abigail Breslin, Bob Bala- 
ban and Patricia Clarkson. You can't go wrong 


with these people. 
УЕД 


атыг No Ta Ramis 


Opens October 3 
at Glorietta 4 and 
Greenbelt 3 Cinemas 


кароо. 


CUBES Бро 


Eva 
СА 


“An amazing partermance, one ofthe best of the year. 


“A ренина! film..." 


zD 
Harsh Times 


TAKE A Rive TO Tue EDGE. 
MTRCB Rating: Resicted 18 (8-10) 


dictable but quite palatable 


Control freak 

Kate is an uptight control freak whose tem- 
per is as famous as the dishes she whips up at 
ап upscale restaurant in Manhattan. 

Zoe (an increasingly adorable Breslin from 
“Little Miss Sunshine”) helps with that by mov- 
ing into her apartment after Kate's sister is 
Killed in a car crash, She prepares duck for 
Zoe's lunch and wonders why the girl won't eat 
it. (Her therapist, played by Balaban, suggests 
the fish sticks.) Eventually Kate and Zoe arrive 
ata peaceful, if awkward, co-existence. 

But then theres Nick (the shaggy, square- 
jawed Eckhart), a hunky sous chef who moves 
into her kitchen and, eventually, her heart. He 
loves to blare opera and tells lots of jokes, 
which keeps everyone around him upbeat. 
(Clarkson plays the restaurant owner) 

Kate retums from bereavement leave and is 
appalled by the invasion. Nick will prove that 
he's too good to be true, though, in every re- 
gard. Theyre such opposites, they clash. But 
their banter will morph into romance. 


Uneasy fit 

This leads to obligatory cutesy montages of 
this newfound trio bonding. ZetaJones and 
Eckhart are an uneasy fit, but they make the 


AARON Eckhart and Catherine Zeta-Jones as a cooking twosome 


Zeta-Jones and 
Eckhart are 

an uneasy fit, 
but they make 
the most of it 


most oft. 

The ads for "No Reservations" accentuate 
the light, flirty moments. Actually, the film is 
much тоте gut-wrenching than it looks, espe 
cially when director Hicks trains the camera on 
Breslins wise, sensitive face. While the charac 
ter was written to be precocious, Breslin has a 
disarming stillness and sincerity about her. if 
she doesn't get to you at least once, you may 
‘want to check your pulse. АР 
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By Wiliam Shakespeare 
Directed by Bart Guingona 


September 15 to October 7, 2007 


Onstage, 2nd Fir., Greenbelt 1, 
Paseo de Roxas cor. Legaspi St., Makati City 


For details call 887-0710 or 891-9999 


E [ewe 


[212254 
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Alabang Town Center » Market! Market! 
Ayala Contor Cebu + Trinoma 


BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW! 


From page El 
a new version of “Kapwa Ko, 
Mahal Ko.” It's similar to Gawad 
Kalinga's 50K for a house. For 
“MD,” it’s 20K for a life; (Call 
831-1866 ог log on 10 
docwillieandliza.com for de. 
tails). Why not give life on 
Christmas day? 


+++ 


The Belo Medical Group 
proudly presents, “Black and 
White,” а back-to-back concen 
with мо world champi 
ons—singer Jon Joven and pi 
anist Angelo Ortiz—on Sept. 29, 
6 pam. at The Podium 2nd Level. 
‘The invitational performance is а 
special treat for Belo's elite circle 
of Obagi Gold members 


EMail — wateringholeshangri 
la yahoo.com. 
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Toyota Showcase 
‘September 28 to 30, 2007; at the Activity Center 


Mother С: 


sre Exhibit 


September 16 to 30; 10 am to 9 pm: 
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Keep ‘Idol’ judges 
FROM Moli Gailan (molichild@hot- 
mail.com), 844 Crittenden St. NE Wash- 
ington, D.C. 20017: 

Now that СМА 7 has bagged "Philippine 
10017 may I suggest that they retain the three 


judges on the show—Pilita Corrales, Ryan 
Cayabyab and Francis Magalona. If possible, 
get Paolo Bediones as host, since he has the gift 
of gab and speaks English and Tagalog fluently. 
Regine Velasquez will be a poor choice, since it 
takes so much effort for her to speak in English. 
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time, who find themselves together again in the sunset of their 
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E the point of view of Apao, a smart, kindhearted boy whose 
quest for an old bicycle reveals the stuff he is made of. 
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People Management Association of the Philippines 
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MALACANAN PALACE 
MANILA 


Warmest greetings to the officers and 
members of the National Real Estate 
Association, Inc. (NREA) as you hold 
your 12 Joint National Convention 
and Trade Exhibits in partnership 
with the Housing and Urban 
Development Coordinating Council 
(HUDCC). 


Your theme, A Better Outlook in the 
Philippine Real Estate : “Building Local, Selling Global, 
Developing Green,” shows your willingness to upgrade your 
profession by setting up a venue where you can-update your 
members on recent developments, trends, innovations and 
technologies in the real estate industry. 


"with more than 400 participants from the private and 

government sectors, 1 am confident that this 2-day event will 
. be able to help our real estate developers and professionals 
|- in putting in place the infrastructure needed to attract more 
|- investments, create more jobs and beat poverty. 


GLỌfIA MACAPAGAL-Af/ROYO 


Стал 


Republic of the А9 
Office of the Vice President 


| wish to congratulate the men and women 
of the National Real Estate Association 
(NREA) on the occasion of your 12^ Joint 
National Convention and Trade Exhibits, 


‘The Convention theme, A Better Outlook in 
the Philippine Real Estate: “Building Local, 
Selling. Global, Developing Green," 
showcases not only NREA's laudable thrust 
towards a locally-based, globally-orlented 
Teal estate and housing development 
business but also its exemplary endeavors to set the impetus for 
the development of environment-fiendly communities and settlements, 


NREA's long-term devotion to real estate and housing has no doubt 
resulted in the advancement and expansion of relationships among 
the key players in the realty industry and its allied fields, thus 
contributing immensely to their renewed vitality and viability not only 
within our shores but also across international borders. 


1 therefore extol NREA for its continuing efforts at putting more 
premium to the protection of our ecology in ай Ив current undertakings 
and upcoming ventures such that the citizenry is not only assured 
of decent and adequate housing and secure land tenure but also 
ап environment that is habitable and free from man-made perils 
and human-inflicted destructions. 


MABUHAY! 


NOLI “KABAYAN” DE BASTRO 


[BOYSEN] 
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NATIONAL REAL ESTATE ASSOCIATION, INC. 
(The One-Stop Trade Organization) 


The 121 NREA-HUDCC National Convention & 
‘Trade Exhibits is an opportune event. It is hold 
ata time when the properly and housing industry. 
Is enjoying growth unparalleled In over a 


These аге ably Implemented by no less than 

Vice President Noli "Kabayan" de Castro who emphasized the importance 
ої shelter provision, by serving as the housing czar, In his capaclly as 
Concurrent Chairman of the Housing and Urban Development Coordinating 
Council (HUDCC) 

The country's strong economic fundamentals achieved under the Arroyo 


administration have provided the impetus to the surge of the properly 
development sector. 


The policy and program initiatives of Vica President de Castro have 


catalyzed the synergy between the government shelter agencies and the 
private sector towards housing success. 


Mabuhay! 
See V. MANALAD 


Chairman 


„ф= 


Together with the Housing and Urban 
Development Coordinating Council and its 
housing agencies, the Nallonal Real Estate 
Association is holding the 12th NREA-HUDCC 
National Housing Convention and Trade 
Exhibits. 


Today, the real estate and property sectoris at the 
crest of growth, a far сту from the boom-and-bust 
cycle of the past decade. We also note local 
developers building for the global market, by 
Teaching out to Filipina communiles worldwide, 

who continue to sustain housing growth with their investments. 


‘The convention will serve to celebrate the government ahd private sector 
partnership thal provided the platlorm for resurgence of housing, 

We hope to chronicle the factors as well as further share with industry. 
stakeholders the Information and technological advances that have 
impelled the surge of the properly sector. 


"We also hope to Identity and build upon the specific areas of cooperation 
with the government housing agencies. 


By so doing, we can further boost housing as an engine of socio-economic 


development. 
ALEJANDRO S WARALAC 


National President 
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NATIONAL HOME MORTGAGE FINANCE CORPORATION 


HOUSING AGENCY CUTS FEES TO RENEW 
DELINQUENT HOMELOANS 


In line with the vision of Vice President Noli de Castro, concurrent: 
Chairman of the Housing and Urban Development and Coordinating Council: 
(HUDCC), to bring benefits of loan relief to the economically-distressed housing? 
borrowers and in order to encourage them to renew their delinquent loans- 
and afford the monthly payments, the National Home Mortgage Finance: 
Corporation (NHMFC) has waived the previously-required downpayment: 


M eis E em | equivalent to 10% of the gross interest-bearing portion of the restructured: 
Аааа ріг |. E loan. 


The NHMFC Management announced that in lieu of the 1095: 
downpayment, the borrower needs only to pay a minimum of Р1,000.00 plus: 
all unpaid housing insurance premiums. 


E ш These include premiums for the Home Contributory Fund (HCF) and 
wey Home Finance Corporation (HFC) premiums in case of Folio | accounts. 
EXE bi RE ] Sc po I Jh In a maximized effort to reconfigurate its collection sytem for a moi 

Lomas : intensified collection servicing, NHMFC has also made the payment of Real: 
i 2840 Estate Tax as an optional requirement for submission in applying for the: 
um ч Special Repayment Program (SRP). 
Rest ENS : SRP allows the restructuring of all housing loan accounts that are іп> 
arrears, including all other accounts which have previously availed of the? 
regular loan restructuring program under R.A. 8501 and retains the interest? 
rate of the original loan, with affordable monthly amortizations payable ша at 
least 15 years, or the remaining term of the loan, whichever is longer. 

For particulars, all interested borrowers may visit or communicate with’ 
NHMFC's Collection and Accounts Management Group, located at 2" Floor, 
Filomena Bldg., 104 Amorsolo Street, Legaspi Village, Makati City with Tel Nos;: 
817-6023/893-1501 loc. 340. For regional accounts, they may visit or 
коркы to cule NHMFC satellite office nearest them. 
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The Lord is my Shepherd 
There is nothing I shall want 
Psalm 23 


wana ‘Cbhning” 
Sho. Fantos del Val 


June 24, 1926 — September 24, 2007 


Graciously went home to God and her loving husband 
Honorio “Yoyong” del Val. She will always be 
remembered as a loving mother to Eve. Joji, 
Raymund & Bing, Loy & Nocl, Maryrose & 
Jon, Francis & Marisa, 


Caring Lola to Adam, Elaine, JR, Jonathan, Robbie, 
Carlos, Brian, Pauline, Paolo and Isabel. 


Affectionate Great Grandma to Nathan, Mare, 
Charles & Nicole Hollmann. 


Viewing is at Sanctuario de San Jose, 
Greenhills, San Juan, 


Interment will be on Saturday, September 29, 2007 
at Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina, after the 
8:00 am, Mass at St. Francis Church, Shaw Boulevard, 
Mandaluyong City 


== 


ZORAIDA MAGNO 
MANGAHAS 


Peacefully joined our Creator on 
September 25, 2007 at the age of 80. 


Her loving husband Geronimo (t), 
children Belinda & Arthur (t), Percival, 
Imelda & Val and Jun; grandchildren 
Oliver, Cheryl, Bryan and Natnat; give 
thanks to the Lord for the blessing of her 
life. 


Her remains lie in state at Superior 
Chapel, La Funeraria Paz, Araneta Ave., 
Quezon City. 


Interment will be on September 29, 2007, 
at the Manila Memorial Park, Paranaque 
City after the 8:30 a.m. Mass. 


Our Beloved 


Col. Leonardo Umandal Atienza |= 


of Dasmariñas, Cavite 
Died in the peace of the Lord on September 12, 2007 
= at the age of 67 


His wife, Sonia and his children, Paul, Philamer, Publio, & Portia’ 
Sez request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


| Quezon City. 


Sb WP 


“Whoever serves Me must follow Me, and 
where I am, My servant also will be.” 
John 12:16 


Mrs. Marcelina S. 
Lumayag - Apellido 


Pencefully joined her Creator on the 23rd of 
‘September 2007 at the age of 90. 


Her bereaved children Betty and Jun B. 
Factora; Renee and Fred А. Cruz; Libby 
А. Soriano; Naty and Marin A. Castro; 
Terry A. Daguio; Benny and Pete V. 
Limsiaco; Mely and Ver J. Santiago: 
brother, Marcelino and sister, Teofila, 
nephews and nieces; grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren and other relatives 
request for your prayers for the eternal 
repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at the Sanctuariu 
739 С. Araneta Avenue near Quezon Blvd., 


Interment will be at Loyola Memorial Park, 
Marikina City on Saturday, September 29, 
2007 after the 12:30 p.m. Holy Mass. 
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A special pullout section for 
the Eternal Care Industry 


‘An 8-page, full color, tablold-sized supplement published for 
АП Saints’ Day. The perfect medium for funeral parlor, 
columbarlums, insurance companies, memorial parks and 
other eternal care-related products and services. 


1t will be published on October 28, 2007 and will be 
distributed with the Inquirer. Free copies will also be given 
to select memorial parks, funeral parlor, columbarlums, on 
November 1, 2007. 


ACCEPTABLE AD MATERIAL 
TIF Format /300 Pixels Per Inch (resolution) / CMYK Mode. 
DEADLINE: October 19,2007 


IN THIS SEASON OF MEMORIES, BE REMEMBERED. 
Book your ads now Сай Aleen Garcia or Опе! Mendoza 
1912-9008 to 11 1421-1420/ 421-0343 


Died Sept. 26, 2007 
at the age of 65. 

Her body lies in state at her 
residence at 1958 J. Patino St., Sta. 
Ana, Manila. 

Date -of interment will be 
announced later at South Cemetery, 


«s Makati City. 


Died on Sept. 23, 2007 "аа 
at the age of 72. 

Her remains lie in state at Dulce 
Funeral Homes, Jose Abad Santos cor. 
Dinalupihan St., Tondo,’ Manila. 

Interment will be on September 29, 
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. at Eternal Garden, 
Memorial Park, Balintawak, О.С. 

For any inquiries, you may contact 
Corazon or Elizabeth Macalino at cel. 
No. 09274688832. 


“I have fought a good fight, I have finished the race, 
Thave kept the faith." —2 Timothy 4:71 


NERIO A. DAPUL 


October 16, 1924 — September 25, 2007 


Batangueño, son of a Caminero, Brilliant Litigation Lawyer, 
BIR Career Officer of known probity & integrity, war veteran, 
kulambo vendor, devoted father and husband. 

Tatay Nerio passed away at 5:45 AM in Makati Medical Center 
after a prolonged battle with prostatic cancer. His family & 

friends join in prayer for his eternal repose in heaven. 
His mortal remains lie in state at the family residence in 
Alitagtag, Batangas. 


h Interment will be on Saturday, 6 October 2007 at Alitagtag 
Cemetery after the 1 p.m. Mass. 
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NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT SUBIC BAY 
GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB INC/UNIVERSAL 
INTERNATIONAL GROUP DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION HAS NOT AUTHORIZED SBMA 
OR ANY OTHER ENTITY OR PERSON TO 
COLLECT PAYMENT OF DUES FROM ITS 
MEMBER/SHAREHOLDERS OR DEAL OR MAKE. 
ANY TRANSACTION FOR AND ON BEHALF OF 
SAID CORPORATION. 


ANY PAYMENT OR TRANSACTION MADE TO 
OR COLLECT INTO WITH UNAUTHORIZED 
PERSON, AGENTS OR ENTITIES SHALL NOT 
BE HONORED BY SUBIC BAY GOLF AND 
COUNTRY CLUB/UNIVERSAL INTERNATIONAL. 
GROUP DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION. 


(PO) Seg 1208) 


MANILA DENTAL SOCIETY LAUNCHES 
OHERO PROJECT 

The Philippine Dental Association - Manila Chapter had a grand 
launching of its special project - OHERO Program (Oral Health 
Education Reform Order) at Epifanio delos Santos Elementary 
School (EDSES) host School in Singalong, Malate, Manila on Aug. 
29. This is a comprehensive Oral Health Program designed for 
grade one pupils of public elementary school in six districts of City 
of Manila, Manila Dental Society is being supported by Hapee 
Toothpaste and the Rotary Club of Manila Metro to sustain this 
noble project. Witnessing the event are (from left) Ms. Carmen 
Siao (EDSES Principal), Dr. Ponciano Menguito (Asst. 
Superintendent of Div. of City School) Frank Malamug 
(Professional Marketing Consultant of Lamoiyan Corporation), Dr. 
Sixta Simeon (Chief of Dental Health Services) Dr. Marie 
Lorraine M. Sanchez (City Health Officer), Fernando Marcelo 
(Asst. Chief of Staff of Mayor Alfredo Lim), Dr. Roberto M. 
Tajonera (President of Manila Dental Society), Dr. Angelo 
Fernandez (PDA Vice President for Luzon South) and Carlos 
Chianpian (President Rotary Club of Manila Metro. Not in photo is 
Dr. Lillian Choa (MDS EVP and Chair of O-HERO). 
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UNO- Recoletos honors top silver 
jubilarians 


'UNO-R (University of Negros Occidental- Recoletos), Bacolod City honors 
its TOP SILVER JUBILARIANS on its 61st General Assembly and 
Homecoming on Sept. 29. Shown are (from left) Ging L. Igual (Human 
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GoldCrest Bldg, 
Glorletta-2 Makati 


Resources Dev't), Dr. Ric Torres (Medicine), and Ken Alvarado (Avia- 
tion). Hosts are Class '82 as Silver Jubilarians and Class'57 as Golden 
Jubilarians. 
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PhilHeaith declares unethical 
medical practice an offense 
ТО FINALLY CURB THE RAMPANT 


“We are already following up on 


abuses of some health care provid- 
ers, the Philippine Health Insurance. 
Corporation (PhilHealth) announced 
that abuses and unethical practices 
willsoon be considered offenses 
that may lead tothe providers? 
disacoreditation. 

Lawyer Valentin б. Guanio, Senior 
Vice President for Legal Services and 
Officer-in-charge of the Office ofthe 
Acting President and CEO said that 
PhilHealth is seriously considering 
abuses and unethical practices of 
doctors as among the qualified 
offenses that may warrant the non- 
renewal of their accreditation. 

Emphasizing that PhilHealth is 
primarily concerned with the 
members’ welfare, Guanio added that 
itis currently investigating cases of 
rampantabuse of the medical 
profession being carried out by some 
doctors through so-called medical 
missions atterwhich they fle their 
claims for reimbursements through 
the accredited hospitais in their area 


some leads to enable us to getto the 
root of the matter soonest." 

Without PhilHealth accreditation, 
these doctors can no longerfile for 
reimbursements. 

Guanio said that penalties for such 
offenses will similarly be increased 
and other policy changes will soon 
be introduced to further strengthen 
PhilHealth's campaign against abuse 
cof medical authority 

He also clarified earlierfigures on 
the PhilHealth reimbursement for 
cataract extractions, saying that 
PhilHealth pays an average of 
18,373.00 for cataract extraction 
claims. 

He added that indeed, itis 
possible for a skilled ophthalmolo- 
gistto perform more than a hundred 
cataract extractions in a month, but 
stressed that doctors performing 
multiple extractions in a day under 
unhealthy circumstances run the risk 
of infecting, rather than curing, the 
patients. 


